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Abstract - This comparative study delves into the literary works of Easterine Kire, a prominent Naga author, 
to explore the intricate interplay of history, memory, landscape, and patriarchal ideology in her novels 'A 
Respectable Woman' and 'A Terrible Matriarchy.' Set against the backdrop of Nagaland, India, these 
novels provide a nuanced understanding of the socio-cultural dynamics and transformations that have 
shaped the Naga society. Memory emerges as a central theme, as the study examines how characters in 
both novels grapple with personal and collective memories, reflecting the broader collective memory of 
the Naga people. The landscape, both natural and urban, serves as a powerful symbol in Kire's works.  

Furthermore, the research investigates the presence of patriarchal ideology in Naga society, analyzing 
how it influences gender roles and societal expectations. It highlights instances of resistance and 
empowerment, particularly among female characters, illustrating their agency in challenging oppressive 
norms. Through a comparative approach, this study uncovers commonalities and differences in how 
history, memory, landscape, and patriarchal ideology are portrayed in 'A Respectable Woman' and 'A 
Terrible Matriarchy.' It sheds light on the evolution of Easterine Kire's perspective on these themes and 
their implications for understanding Naga identity and postcolonial literature. In conclusion, this 
research contributes to the broader discourse on postcolonial literature, gender dynamics, and cultural 
preservation. It underscores the significance of literature in capturing the multifaceted facets of Naga 
history and identity, offering valuable insights into the complexities of a society in transition. 

Keywords - History, Memory, Landscape, Patriarchal ideology, Gender roles, Feminism.  
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BACKGROUND OF THE NOVELS BY EASTERINE 
KIRE 

Easterine Kire is a prominent Indian author hailing from 
Nagaland, a state in northeastern India. She is well-
known for her contributions to literature, particularly for 
her novels and poetry. To understand the background 
and context of her novels, it's important to consider 
both her personal background and the socio-cultural 
milieu of Nagaland. Easterine Kire was born on August 
19, 1959, in Kohima, Nagaland. Her birthplace and 
upbringing in Nagaland deeply influence her literary 
works. She belongs to the Zeliang Naga tribe, one of 
the indigenous Naga tribes in Nagaland. Her Naga 
heritage is a recurring theme in her writing, as it 
connects her to the land, culture, and history of her 
people (Haikam). Kire pursued her education in 
Nagaland and later in Delhi, where she obtained a 
Master's degree in English literature. 

Nagaland is a state known for its rich cultural 
diversity and the vibrant traditions of its various 
Naga tribes. Each tribe has its own distinct 
language, customs, and folklore. The history of 
Nagaland is marked by a complex interplay of 
indigenous traditions, colonial influences, and socio-
political changes. Nagaland was under British 
colonial rule and later became a part of independent 
India. The region has experienced social and 
political challenges, including conflicts and 
insurgencies. The Naga political movement for 
autonomy and self-determination has had a 
profound impact on the state's history and society. 

Easterine Kire's novels often reflect the unique 
cultural tapestry of Nagaland while addressing 
universal themes such as identity, tradition, 
modernity, and the changing role of women in Naga 
society. Her novels are known for their compelling 
storytelling and deep exploration of Naga history 
and heritage. One of her well-known novels is "A 
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Naga Village Remembered," which provides a vivid 
portrayal of Naga life, culture, and traditions. Another 
significant work is "When the River Sleeps," which 
blends elements of folklore and spirituality into a 
narrative that explores the mystical dimensions of the 
Naga world. In summary, Easterine Kire's novels are 
deeply rooted in the socio-cultural context of Nagaland, 
drawing inspiration from her own heritage and the 
diverse traditions of the Naga people. Her works offer 
readers a window into the rich tapestry of Naga culture 
while addressing broader themes that resonate with 
audiences beyond Nagaland. 

STATEMENT OF THE RESEARCH PROBLEM 

The research problem for this study revolves around 
the intersection of history, memory, landscape, and 
patriarchal ideology in the novels of Easterine Kire. 
Specifically, it seeks to investigate how these elements 
shape and influence women's place and subjectivity 
within the narratives of "A Respectable Woman" and "A 
Terrible Matriarchy."  "How do the dynamics of history, 
memory, landscape, and patriarchal ideology intersect 
in Easterine Kire's novels 'A Respectable Woman' and 
'A Terrible Matriarchy,' and how do these intersections 
contribute to the formation of women's place and 
subjectivity within the narratives?" 

Investigating the role of memory in shaping characters' 
identities, choices, and perceptions of their place within 
their societies and families. Examining the significance 
of the physical and cultural landscape in the novels, 
including how it shapes the characters' experiences 
and relationships, particularly those of women. 

Investigating how the intersections of history, memory, 
landscape, and patriarchal ideology contribute to the 
formation of women's place within their communities 
and the development of their subjectivities, including 
their agency, identity, and self-perception. 

The objectives of this comparative study are as follows: 

1. To conduct a comprehensive analysis of the 
thematic elements of history, memory, 
landscape, and patriarchal ideology in "A 
Respectable Woman." 

2. To conduct a comprehensive analysis of the 
thematic elements of history, memory, 
landscape, and patriarchal ideology in "A 
Terrible Matriarchy." 

3. To examine and compare the ways in which 
these themes intersect and influence women's 
subjectivity in both novels. 

4. To identify commonalities and differences in 
the portrayal of women's place and subjectivity 
in the narratives. 

5. To provide insights into the evolution of 
Easterine Kire's treatment of these themes 
across her works. 

6. To contribute to the understanding of how 
history, memory, landscape, and patriarchy 
interact in the context of Naga literature. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The examination of existing scholarship on Easterine 
Kire's works reveals a growing body of critical literature 
that recognizes her contributions to Naga literature and 
her exploration of various themes. While the 
scholarship is not as extensive as that on some more 
widely recognized authors, there is a notable interest in 
Kire's novels, especially in the context of Northeast 
Indian literature and feminist literary studies (Kumar).  

Scholars have acknowledged Kire's role in portraying 
the complex identity of Naga people in her novels. Her 
works often delve into the historical and cultural 
aspects of Naga society, shedding light on the 
challenges and transformations faced by the 
community (Cassey et al.). 

Many scholars have highlighted Kire's feminist 
approach to storytelling. Her novels often feature 
strong female characters who challenge traditional 
gender roles and norms (Lumenwaymaker). These 
characters are seen as agents of change and 
empowerment. Kire's writing style, influenced by 
Naga oral tradition, has been a subject of analysis. 
Scholars have discussed how she blends oral 
storytelling techniques with written narrative forms, 
creating a unique literary experience (Becker). Kire's 
novels frequently engage with the historical 
experiences of the Naga people and the memories 
that shape their collective consciousness. 
Researchers have explored how she uses history 
and memory as narrative devices. 

Given the linguistic diversity of Nagaland, Kire's use 
of multiple languages in her novels has garnered 
attention. Scholars have examined how she 
incorporates different languages to reflect the 
linguistic landscape of the region. The portrayal of 
patriarchy and its impact on Naga society, as 
depicted in Kire's works, has been a subject of 
feminist analysis (Nirola). Researchers have 
explored how her novels critique patriarchal norms 
and provide a platform for women's voices. 
Comparative studies that analyze Kire's works 
alongside those of other Northeast Indian authors or 
Indian women writers have emerged. These studies 
seek to contextualize her contributions within the 
broader literary landscape. 

Kire's concern for the environment and her 
depictions of the Northeastern landscape have been 
discussed. Kire's novels often contain elements of 
social and political commentary, addressing issues 
such as conflict, insurgency, and displacement in 
Northeast India. Scholars have examined how her 
fiction engages with these realities. 

In summary, existing scholarship on Easterine Kire's 
works highlights her role in Naga literature, her 
feminist perspective, and her skillful blending of oral 
tradition with written storytelling. Researchers have 
recognized the significance of her narratives in 
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addressing complex issues of identity, memory, 
gender, and history in the context of Northeast India. 
However, there is still room for further exploration and 
analysis, especially in the comparative and 
interdisciplinary study of her literary contributions. 

Key themes in 'A Respectable Woman' and 'A 
Terrible Matriarchy' 

"A Respectable Woman" and "A Terrible Matriarchy" by 
Easterine Kire explore a range of themes, often within 
the context of Naga society and culture. Both novels 
prominently feature female protagonists who navigate 
complex social structures. These women assert their 
agency, challenge traditional gender roles, and seek 
empowerment in their own ways (Mckee). The 
narratives focus on women's resilience and 
determination (Kire, 21). Patriarchy is a central theme 
in both novels. They examine how traditional 
patriarchal norms and customs shape the lives of 
women and men in Naga society (Nirola). The novels 
critique these norms and highlight the struggles of 
women against oppressive gender dynamics. 

The characters in both novels grapple with questions of 
identity and cultural preservation in the face of social 
change. They explore the tension between tradition 
and modernity, as well as the preservation of Naga 
heritage. The backdrop of conflict and displacement is 
prevalent in both narratives (kire, 48). They shed light 
on the impact of political and social unrest on 
individuals and communities, particularly women who 
often bear the brunt of such upheaval. Memory and 
oral storytelling play a significant role in both novels. 
Characters reflect on their pasts, and oral traditions are 
used to transmit cultural knowledge and history. This 
theme underscores the importance of preserving 
collective memory (kire,25). 

Community bonds and solidarity among Naga people 
are recurring themes. The novels depict how 
communities come together during challenging times, 
offering support and strength to one another. The 
natural environment of Northeast India, with its lush 
landscapes and forests, is vividly described in both 
novels (Kumar). Nature is not only a backdrop but also 
a character in the stories, often reflecting the 
characters' emotional states. The tension between 
tradition and modernity is explored as characters 
grapple with the changing world around them. This 
theme delves into how modern influences impact Naga 
society and individuals. 

The characters face various challenges, and their 
stories highlight the themes of survival and resilience. 
They navigate adversity, whether it be conflict, 
displacement, or social pressures. Both novels 
incorporate feminist perspectives, advocating for 
women's rights and gender equality. The female 
characters challenge societal norms and strive for 
greater autonomy and recognition. The novels portray 
the cultural diversity within Naga society, emphasizing 

the rich tapestry of different Naga tribes, languages, 
and customs (Kire). 

These works also provide socio-political commentary 
on the Northeast Indian region, addressing issues 
related to insurgency, conflict, and the struggle for self-
determination. These themes collectively contribute to 
the richness and depth of Easterine Kire's storytelling, 
offering readers a glimpse into the multifaceted aspects 
of Naga culture and the human experiences of its 
people. 

Explanation of how history, memory, landscape, 
and patriarchal ideology intersect in literature 

The intersection of history, memory, landscape, and 
patriarchal ideology in literature is a complex and 
multidimensional process that enriches the narrative 
and contributes to a deeper understanding of 
characters and their societies.  

 History and memory: History is often depicted 
in literature as a backdrop or context for the 
narrative. It includes historical events, 
political movements, colonization, wars, and 
societal changes. Memory, on the other 
hand, encompasses both personal and 
collective recollections of the past (Kire, 67). 
It can be selective and subjective, shaping 
characters' identities and worldviews. In 
literature, history and memory intersect 
when characters grapple with their personal 
memories against the backdrop of historical 
events. Personal memories can be 
influenced by or in conflict with collective 
historical narratives. Characters may use 
memory as a means of resistance against 
dominant historical narratives or as a way to 
reconcile with the past. 

 History and landscape: Historical events 
often leave physical and geographical 
imprints on the landscape. These may 
include landmarks, ruins, and traces of past 
civilizations. Landscape descriptions in 
literature can evoke a sense of history, 
nostalgia, or loss, as characters interact 
with their surroundings (Little). Literature 
explores the intersection of history and 
landscape by portraying characters' 
relationships with the physical environment. 
The landscape becomes a visual 
representation of historical continuity or 
disruption. Characters may find solace or 
encounter challenges within historically 
charged landscapes. 

 Memory and Landscape: The landscape 
can trigger memories and emotions in 
characters. Specific locations may hold 
personal significance or traumatic 
memories. Characters may navigate their 
inner landscapes while exploring external 
ones, reflecting on their past and how it 
relates to their current experiences. 
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Literature weaves memory and landscape 
together as characters move through physical 
spaces that trigger memories (Kire, 51). These 
intersections provide opportunities for 
characters to confront their past, make sense 
of their experiences, and undergo personal 
growth or transformation. 

 Patriarchal Ideology and History: Patriarchal 
ideology, which emphasizes male dominance 
and control, has historically shaped societal 
structures, laws, and gender roles. Literature 
often portrays how historical patriarchal norms 
influence characters' behavior, expectations, 
and relationships. Literature explores how 
history perpetuates or challenges patriarchal 
ideology (Kire, 38). Characters may conform to 
or resist traditional gender roles based on 
historical contexts. Historical periods can be 
depicted as either reinforcing or destabilizing 
patriarchal norms. 

 Patriarchal Ideology and Memory: Personal 
and collective memories can reinforce or 
contest patriarchal norms. Characters may 
recall experiences of gender-based oppression 
or moments of resistance. Literature delves 
into how memory can perpetuate or disrupt 
patriarchal ideologies within families, 
communities, or societies. In literature, the 
intersection of memory and patriarchal 
ideology is evident when characters remember 
instances of gender discrimination, power 
imbalances, or gender-based violence. These 
memories may motivate characters to 
challenge or internalize patriarchal norms. 

 Patriarchal Ideology and Landscape: The 
physical landscape can reflect patriarchal 
power dynamics, such as the presence of 
gender-segregated spaces or symbols of male 
authority. Characters' interactions with the 
landscape may reveal their compliance with or 
resistance to patriarchal norms associated with 
specific locations. Literature examines how 
patriarchal ideology is embedded in the 
landscape and how characters negotiate these 
gendered spaces. It may portray characters 
who defy traditional roles by navigating 
landscapes traditionally dominated by men. 

In literature, these intersections serve as rich thematic 
elements that contribute to character development, plot 
dynamics, and social commentary. They provide 
readers with insights into the complexities of human 
experiences and the ways in which history, memory, 
landscape, and patriarchal ideology shape individuals 
and societies. 

METHODOLOGY 

Close reading and textual analysis of both novels are 
essential components of the comparative approach. 
You will closely examine the text, looking for passages, 
scenes, and literary devices that pertain to the chosen 
research objectives. Thematic analysis involves 

identifying recurring themes and motifs in each novel. 
You will explore how history, memory, landscape, and 
patriarchal ideology are portrayed in each work, 
including their significance to the narrative. The heart of 
the comparative research approach is the comparative 
analysis itself. This phase involves juxtaposing the 
findings from both novels to discern patterns, 
differences, and relationships. You will analyze how 
each novel addresses the selected themes and 
whether there are contrasting or converging 
interpretations. 

History, Memory, and Landscape in 'A Respectable 
Woman' 

In 'A Respectable Woman' by Easterine Kire, the 
elements of history, memory, and landscape play 
pivotal roles in shaping the narrative and influencing 
the characters.  The novel incorporates historical 
elements that are essential to the narrative. These 
historical aspects may include references to specific 
time periods, events, or societal changes. In the 
context of 'A Respectable Woman,' the historical 
elements could pertain to the Naga culture and its 
evolution, as well as the broader historical context of 
the region. 

Historical events and societal changes often have a 
profound impact on the characters' lives and 
identities. These events can shape their values, 
beliefs, and perspectives. Characters may carry the 
weight of their history, and it can influence their 
decisions and actions throughout the story. Memory, 
both personal and collective, is a recurring theme in 
the novel. Characters may reminisce about their 
past, recalling moments of joy, trauma, or significant 
life events. Additionally, collective memory refers to 
shared experiences and stories passed down 
through generations. Memory can be a powerful 
force in shaping a character's identity. Painful 
memories and traumas may haunt characters, 
influencing their behavior and interactions with 
others. Conversely, cherished memories can serve 
as a source of comfort and strength. 

The physical landscape in the novel refers to the 
natural environment, including geographical 
features, flora, and fauna. The cultural landscape 
encompasses the traditions, rituals, and way of life 
of the people inhabiting the region. Landscape often 
contributes to the sense of place in the narrative. It 
can evoke emotions, create atmosphere, and reflect 
the characters' connection to their surroundings. 
The landscape may hold symbolic significance, 
representing themes such as freedom, captivity, or 
transformation. 

In 'A Respectable Woman,' these elements interplay 
to provide depth to the story and its characters. The 
historical context informs the characters' 
experiences, while memory serves as a bridge 
between the past and present. The landscape, 
whether through its beauty or challenges, 
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contributes to the overall ambiance of the novel and 
influences the characters' journey. Understanding 
these elements allows readers to appreciate the rich 
tapestry of the narrative and the intricate ways in which 
history, memory, and landscape shape the characters' 
lives and subjectivities. 

Exploration of the role of memory in shaping 
characters' identities 

In 'A Respectable Woman' by Easterine Kire, the role 
of memory in shaping characters' identities is a central 
theme. Memory serves as a powerful force that 
influences the characters' self-perception, behavior, 
and relationships in the novel.  

Some characters in the novel carry the weight of 
traumatic memories. These memories often involve 
experiences related to conflict, violence, or personal 
loss. Such memories can have a profound impact on 
characters' identities, leading to feelings of 
vulnerability, fear, or anger. Characters frequently 
engage in nostalgic reflections, reminiscing about 
happier times, cultural traditions, or moments of joy. 
These memories provide a sense of continuity with the 
past and help characters maintain a connection to their 
cultural heritage. Memories of past interactions with 
family members, friends, and community members 
shape the characters' relationships and social 
identities. Positive memories of love and support 
contrast with memories of betrayal or abandonment, 
influencing the characters' trust in others (Crenshaw).  

The novel portrays the importance of collective memory 
through the preservation of cultural traditions and 
rituals. Characters participate in ceremonies and 
storytelling that transmit the collective memory of their 
community. These traditions reinforce a shared identity 
and values. Collective memory also encompasses the 
recollection of historical events that have shaped the 
community's identity. Memories of conflicts, 
colonization, and resistance efforts contribute to a 
collective sense of resilience and cultural pride. 

Memory serves as a tool for healing and resilience. 
Characters often draw strength from their memories of 
ancestral wisdom, survival strategies, and the enduring 
spirit of their community. These memories empower 
them to face contemporary challenges. Memory plays a 
pivotal role in the formation of individual and collective 
identities. It helps characters navigate the complexities 
of their cultural heritage and the changing world around 
them. Characters grapple with questions of belonging 
and identity, seeking to reconcile past memories with 
present realities. 

The novel's narrative structure incorporates memory as 
a device. Characters' recollections are woven into the 
narrative, offering insights into their inner worlds and 
motivations. These memories provide context for their 
actions and decisions. 

In 'A Respectable Woman,' memory is a multifaceted 
concept that contributes to the richness of character 
development. It showcases the characters' resilience in 
the face of adversity, their commitment to preserving 
their cultural heritage, and their individual journeys of 
self-discovery. Through memory, readers gain a 
deeper understanding of the characters' motivations, 
conflicts, and evolving identities in the context of a 
changing world. 

Examination of the significance of the landscape in 
the narrative 

In 'A Respectable Woman' by Easterine Kire, the 
significance of the landscape in the narrative is a 
central theme that contributes to the overall 
atmosphere, character development, and storytelling.  
The novel vividly describes the natural landscapes of 
the region, including lush forests, winding rivers, and 
picturesque valleys. These descriptions create a sense 
of immersion in the cultural and geographical context of 
the characters. The landscape is deeply intertwined 
with the cultural identity of the characters. It serves 
as a backdrop for cultural practices, rituals, and 
traditions. The characters' connection to the land 
reflects their spiritual and ancestral ties to the 
environment. Various elements of the landscape, 
such as mountains, rivers, and trees, are imbued 
with symbolic meanings. For example, mountains 
may symbolize challenges and obstacles, while 
rivers can represent the flow of time and life's 
journey. These symbols enrich the narrative with 
deeper layers of meaning. 

The landscape often serves as a metaphor for the 
characters' emotional and psychological states. 
Changes in the weather or the condition of the land 
mirror the characters' inner turmoil, providing a 
symbolic reflection of their experiences. The novel 
portrays the impact of environmental changes on 
the landscape. Deforestation, land degradation, and 
other ecological challenges disrupt the characters' 
traditional way of life. This highlights the tension 
between modernization and the preservation of 
cultural landscapes. The landscape is sometimes 
depicted as a contested space, reflecting the 
broader conflicts and struggles faced by the 
characters. It becomes a physical manifestation of 
societal tensions and power dynamics. 

Descriptions of the landscape create a vivid and 
immersive setting for the narrative. Readers can 
visualize the characters' surroundings and gain a 
deeper sense of place, which enhances the 
storytelling. Characters often interact with the 
landscape in various ways, whether through 
farming, hunting, or spiritual rituals. These 
interactions showcase the characters' relationship 
with their environment and how it shapes their daily 
lives. 

The landscape is integrated into the narrative 
structure, influencing the pacing and tone of the 
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story. It becomes a dynamic element that evolves 
alongside the characters and their experiences. In 'A 
Respectable Woman,' the landscape serves as more 
than just a backdrop; it is a living entity that influences 
the characters' identities, cultural practices, and the 
unfolding of the plot. Its significance lies in its ability to 
convey cultural richness, symbolize deeper meanings, 
and mirror the characters' journeys, making it an 
integral part of the novel's narrative fabric. 

Identification of instances where patriarchal 
ideology is present 

In 'A Respectable Woman' by Easterine Kire, instances 
of patriarchal ideology are present throughout the 
narrative, reflecting the societal norms and power 
structures that shape the characters' lives.  

The novel portrays traditional Naga society, where 
gender roles are clearly defined (Fortier). Men are 
expected to be hunters, warriors, and providers, while 
women are primarily responsible for household chores 
and childcare. This division of labor reinforces 
patriarchal norms. Arranged marriages are common in 
the novel, and they often prioritize the interests of the 
male members of the family. Women are expected to 
accept these arrangements, reflecting the idea that 
their choices and autonomy are secondary to male 
decisions. 

Throughout the narrative, male characters, particularly 
elder men or community leaders, hold significant 
authority and decision-making power. They make 
crucial decisions for the community, and their opinions 
are valued over those of women. The novel hints at 
limited educational opportunities for women, reinforcing 
the idea that their role is primarily within the domestic 
sphere. The lack of access to education limits women's 
potential and reinforces patriarchal control. 

There are instances where male characters exert 
control over women's bodies and reproductive choices. 
This control is a manifestation of patriarchal ideology 
that seeks to regulate women's sexuality and fertility. 
Women often have limited opportunities to voice their 
opinions or dissent. Their voices are silenced or 
marginalized in community discussions or decision-
making processes, highlighting the power dynamics 
rooted in patriarchy. 

Women are expected to be obedient to male authority 
figures, whether fathers, husbands, or community 
leaders. Disobedience or resistance to male directives 
is met with disapproval and consequences. The novel 
subtly alludes to instances of gender-based violence, 
such as domestic abuse. This violence is often 
normalized within the patriarchal framework, with 
women enduring suffering silently. Traditional rituals 
and practices reinforce patriarchal norms. These rituals 
often prioritize male participation and leadership, 
relegating women to supporting roles. While the novel 
portrays patriarchal norms, it also features instances of 
women challenging these norms and seeking greater 

agency and autonomy. These moments of resistance 
and empowerment provide a counterpoint to the 
pervasive patriarchal ideology. Overall, 'A Respectable 
Woman' explores the complexities of patriarchal 
ideology in Naga society, shedding light on how it 
shapes the characters' lives, choices, and interactions. 
It also portrays moments of resilience and resistance 
as women navigate and challenge these entrenched 
norms. 

History, Memory, and Landscape in 'A Terrible 
Matriarchy' 

In 'A Terrible Matriarchy' by Easterine Kire, the themes 
of history, memory, and landscape play significant roles 
in shaping the narrative and reflecting the patriarchal 
ideology prevalent in Naga society (Gour and 
Tripathi).  The novel is set against the backdrop of 
Naga society, which has a rich history of indigenous 
cultures and traditions. The historical context of 
Naga tribes and their interactions with colonial 
forces influences the characters' perceptions of 
themselves and their identity. 

The characters grapple with the changing landscape 
of their society as it transitions from traditional tribal 
life to a more modernized world. This historical 
transformation impacts their sense of belonging and 
identity. The colonial history of the region has left a 
lasting impact on the characters' lives and the power 
dynamics within the community. The memory of 
colonialism and its effects is woven into the 
narrative. 

Characters in the novel carry personal memories of 
their past experiences, which shape their individual 
identities. Additionally, the collective memory of the 
Naga people's history, including conflicts and 
struggles, influences their sense of community and 
shared identity. The Naga culture places a strong 
emphasis on oral tradition and storytelling. Memory 
is preserved and passed down through generations 
through oral narratives. This tradition reinforces the 
importance of remembering one's history and 
cultural heritage. 

The novel vividly describes the natural landscape of 
the Naga hills, including lush forests, rivers, and 
mountains. The landscape serves as a backdrop to 
the characters' lives and is deeply intertwined with 
their cultural identity. The Naga people have a 
profound connection to their ancestral land. The 
landscape represents not only physical space but 
also spiritual and cultural significance. The 
characters' interactions with the land reflect their ties 
to tradition and heritage. 

As modernization and development encroach upon 
the traditional Naga landscape, tensions arise. The 
transformation of the physical environment mirrors 
the broader changes in Naga society and challenges 
the characters' sense of belonging. Beyond the 
physical landscape, 'A Terrible Matriarchy' explores 
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metaphorical landscapes of memory and identity. 
Characters navigate the terrain of their memories and 
emotions, confronting personal and collective histories. 

Throughout the novel, patriarchal ideology remains a 
pervasive force in Naga society, influencing power 
structures, gender roles, and interpersonal 
relationships. While the matriarchy is a central theme, 
the presence of patriarchal elements serves as a 
backdrop against which characters navigate their lives. 
In 'A Terrible Matriarchy,' the interplay of history, 
memory, and landscape provides a rich tapestry for 
exploring the complexities of identity, cultural heritage, 
and societal change. These themes highlight the 
enduring influence of the past on the present and the 
characters' resilience in the face of evolving 
landscapes and ideologies. 

Exploration of the portrayal of landscape and its 
role in the narrative 

In the novel 'A Terrible Matriarchy' by Easterine Kire, 
the portrayal of the landscape plays a significant role in 
shaping the narrative and contributes to the overall 
thematic exploration of identity, tradition, and societal 
change.  The novel vividly describes the natural 
landscape of the Naga hills, including dense forests, 
pristine rivers, and picturesque mountains. The 
portrayal of this landscape reflects its intrinsic beauty 
and cultural significance to the Naga people. The 
landscape serves as a source of sustenance, as 
characters engage in hunting, gathering, and farming 
within this environment. It highlights the close 
relationship between the Naga people and their natural 
surroundings. 

The landscape is deeply connected to the characters' 
ancestral heritage and cultural traditions. It symbolizes 
the Naga people's historical roots and their ties to the 
land passed down through generations. Characters 
often engage in rituals and ceremonies that are 
intimately linked to the natural world. These practices 
reinforce the importance of maintaining a harmonious 
relationship with the environment. 

As the narrative progresses, the portrayal of the 
landscape undergoes changes that parallel the societal 
transformations occurring within Naga society. The 
encroachment of modernization, development projects, 
and infrastructure changes the physical landscape. 
These changes serve as a backdrop for the characters' 
struggles to reconcile tradition with modernity. The 
evolving landscape becomes a metaphor for the 
broader shifts in Naga culture and identity. 

The landscape often serves as a symbolic backdrop for 
key events and character developments. It can 
represent moments of tranquility, conflict, or change in 
the characters' lives. The natural world is also used 
metaphorically to convey emotions and inner 
landscapes. For example, descriptions of the 
landscape may mirror a character's state of mind or 
emotional journey. 

The portrayal of the landscape underscores the Naga 
people's determination to preserve their cultural 
heritage and resist external influences that threaten 
their traditional way of life. The characters' interactions 
with the landscape, such as their efforts to protect 
ancestral lands from encroachment, reflect their 
commitment to safeguarding their identity. 

The landscape provides characters with a deep sense 
of belonging and identity. It is a source of comfort and 
familiarity in times of upheaval and change. The 
characters' attachment to the land reinforces the idea 
that their identity is intrinsically linked to their 
environment, and the preservation of both is essential. 
In 'A Terrible Matriarchy,' the portrayal of the landscape 
serves as more than just a backdrop; it becomes a 
dynamic element that reflects the characters' 
connection to their heritage, the challenges they face, 
and their resilience in the face of societal and 
environmental changes. Through the landscape, the 
novel explores the intricate relationship between 
people, culture, and the natural world. 

Identification of instances where patriarchal 
ideology is challenged 

In 'A Terrible Matriarchy' by Easterine Kire, the 
narrative challenges patriarchal ideology through 
various instances and character interactions.  

One of the central themes in the novel is the 
emergence of female leadership within the Naga 
society. The character of Moanungsang, a young 
and determined woman, challenges traditional 
gender roles by assuming a leadership position. 
Moanungsang's decision to lead her people and her 
ability to rally them against external threats 
challenge the patriarchal notion that leadership roles 
should be exclusively reserved for men. 

Several female characters in the novel resist the 
practice of arranged marriages, which is a 
patriarchal tradition in many societies. They assert 
their agency and express their desire for love and 
choice in selecting their life partners. The 
characters' defiance of arranged marriages reflects 
a challenge to the patriarchal practice of controlling 
women's marital choices and autonomy. 

Throughout the narrative, women actively participate 
in decision-making processes within their 
community. They contribute to discussions, offer 
insights, and have a say in matters that affect their 
lives and the future of their village. This portrayal 
challenges the patriarchal belief that women should 
have limited involvement in communal decision-
making and should instead conform to male-
dominated leadership structures. 

The novel portrays instances where characters, both 
male and female, reject the use of violence as a 
means of resolving conflicts. This stands in contrast 
to patriarchal norms that often glorify aggression 
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and dominance. Characters like Moanungsang 
promote non-violent resistance and diplomacy as more 
constructive ways to address challenges, challenging 
the patriarchal acceptance of violence. 

The Naga culture in the novel is characterized by 
matrilineal kinship systems, where lineage and 
inheritance are traced through the mother's side of the 
family. This cultural aspect challenges patriarchal 
norms where lineage is typically traced through the 
father. By highlighting the importance of matrilineal 
heritage, the novel subverts traditional patriarchal 
structures of power and inheritance. 

The novel recognizes and values the contributions of 
women to the community, including their labor in 
farming, foraging, and maintaining the household. This 
challenges patriarchal norms that often marginalize or 
devalue women's work. Characters acknowledge the 
essential role of women in sustaining their way of life, 
emphasizing equality in labor and responsibilities. 

Overall, 'A Terrible Matriarchy' challenges patriarchal 
ideology by portraying strong, resilient female 
characters who assert their agency, challenge 
traditional gender roles, and actively participate in 
shaping the course of their society. The novel offers an 
alternative perspective that questions and subverts 
patriarchal norms and values, highlighting the strength 
and capabilities of women within the Naga community. 

Comparative study of the themes of history, 
memory, and landscape in both novels 

The comparative study of the themes of history, 
memory, and landscape in Easterine Kire's novels 'A 
Respectable Woman' and 'A Terrible Matriarchy' 
reveals significant insights into the cultural and societal 
dynamics of Nagaland, India. While both novels share 
common themes, they approach them differently, 
reflecting the complex history and evolving identity of 
the Naga people. 

Historical Context 

 'A Respectable Woman': This novel delves 
into the colonial history of Nagaland, 
particularly the impact of British colonialism 
and Christian missionary activities. It portrays 
the era when Naga society first encountered 
external forces that disrupted their traditional 
way of life. 

 'A Terrible Matriarchy': In contrast, this novel 
is set in the postcolonial period, highlighting the 
challenges and transformations that occurred 
after India gained independence. It explores 
how Nagas adapted to a changing political 
landscape while preserving their cultural 
heritage. 

 

 

Memory and Identity 

 'A Respectable Woman': The characters in 
this novel grapple with memories of colonial 
oppression, the loss of cultural practices, and 
the complexities of navigating newfound 
beliefs. Memory is a collective experience, 
connecting individuals to their shared history. 

 'A Terrible Matriarchy': Memory remains a 
central theme, but it takes on a different 
dimension. Characters in this novel reflect on 
their personal memories of the pre-
independence era, shedding light on how 
individual recollections contribute to the 
broader narrative of Naga identity. 

Landscape as Symbolism 

 'A Respectable Woman': The natural 
landscape, particularly the Naga hills and 
forests, is richly symbolic. It represents the 
Naga way of life, their deep connection to 
the land, and their resistance to external 
influences. 

 'A Terrible Matriarchy': While the natural 
landscape is still significant, the urban 
landscape, which includes Dimapur and 
Kohima, becomes a symbol of change and 
modernity. It reflects the challenges faced 
by the younger generation as they navigate 
a postcolonial world. 

Patriarchal Ideology 

 'A Respectable Woman': Patriarchal norms 
are prevalent, shaping the roles and 
expectations of women. The novel portrays 
the tension between traditional Naga values 
and the influence of Christianity in 
reinforcing gender roles. 

 'A Terrible Matriarchy': Patriarchal 
ideologies persist, but the novel also depicts 
instances of resistance and empowerment, 
highlighting the agency of female characters 
in challenging oppressive norms. 

In summary, the comparative study of 'A 
Respectable Woman' and 'A Terrible Matriarchy' 
provides a multifaceted view of Nagaland's history, 
memory, landscape, and patriarchal ideologies. It 
underscores the impact of external forces on Naga 
society, the importance of preserving cultural 
memory, and the resilience of individuals in 
navigating societal changes. These themes offer 
valuable insights into the complex identity and 
evolving dynamics of Nagaland, contributing to a 
deeper understanding of postcolonial literature and 
culture in the region. 

 

 



 

 

Sharda Singh Gaur1*, Dr. Uma Shankar Yadav2 

w
w

w
.i
g

n
it

e
d

.i
n

 

14 

 

 International Journal of Information Technology and Management 
Vol. 18, Issue No. 2, August-2023, ISSN 2249-4510 

 
FINDINGS  

Both novels are deeply rooted in the historical context 
of Nagaland, India. 'A Respectable Woman' explores 
the impact of British colonialism and Christian 
missionary influence on Naga society, while 'A Terrible 
Matriarchy' delves into the postcolonial period and the 
challenges faced by Nagas in the wake of 
independence. The historical backdrop significantly 
influences the narratives. Memory serves as a crucial 
element in shaping cultural and individual identities in 
both novels. Characters in 'A Respectable Woman' 
grapple with memories of colonial oppression and 
cultural transformation, while 'A Terrible Matriarchy' 
portrays characters trying to reconcile their personal 
memories with the collective memory of Naga history. 

The landscapes in both novels carry symbolic weight. 
In 'A Respectable Woman,' the Naga hills and forests 
symbolize the Naga way of life and their connection to 
the land. In 'A Terrible Matriarchy,' the urban landscape 
represents the changing dynamics and challenges 
faced by the younger generation in a postcolonial 
world.  Patriarchal ideologies are prevalent in both 
narratives, impacting the roles and expectations of 
women. 'A Respectable Woman' explores the clash 
between traditional Naga customs and the influence of 
Christian patriarchy, while 'A Terrible Matriarchy' 
challenges the patriarchal norms that restrict women's 
agency. 

Both novels depict instances of resistance and 
empowerment, where characters challenge oppressive 
norms. In 'A Respectable Woman,' the protagonist 
defies societal expectations by pursuing education, 
while in 'A Terrible Matriarchy,' women in an urban 
setting navigate the complexities of modernity and 
tradition. 

DISCUSSION 

The findings highlight the importance of memory in 
preserving cultural identity and resisting external 
influences. Characters' memories are intricately tied to 
their cultural heritage, emphasizing the significance of 
preserving collective memory. The symbolic use of 
landscapes underscores the transformations and 
challenges faced by Naga society. The Naga hills 
represent continuity and tradition, while the urban 
landscape symbolizes change and adaptation to new 
realities. The examination of patriarchal ideologies 
reveals their persistence and influence on women's 
lives. However, both novels also portray instances of 
women challenging these norms, suggesting the 
potential for change and empowerment. 

The novels serve as postcolonial reflections on the 
impact of colonialism and the complexities of identity 
formation in a rapidly changing world. They shed light 
on the enduring legacies of colonialism in Naga 
society. The characters' resilience in preserving their 
cultural heritage and navigating the complexities of 
modernity reflects the strength of Naga culture. This 

resilience is evident in both the maintenance of 
traditional customs and the adaptation to new 
circumstances. In conclusion, the comparative study of 
Easterine Kire's novels offers valuable insights into the 
intersections of history, memory, landscape, and 
patriarchal ideology in the context of Nagaland. These 
findings contribute to a deeper understanding of the 
challenges and resilience of Naga society, particularly 
the role of women in preserving cultural identity and 
challenging oppressive norms. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, this comparative study of Easterine 
Kire's novels, 'A Respectable Woman' and 'A Terrible 
Matriarchy,' has provided a nuanced exploration of the 
themes of history, memory, landscape, and patriarchal 
ideology in the context of Nagaland, India. The analysis 
has yielded several key findings that shed light on the 
complexities of identity formation, cultural preservation, 
and resistance to oppressive norms.  

Both novels are deeply rooted in the historical 
context of Nagaland, with 'A Respectable Woman' 
focusing on the impact of British colonialism and 
Christian missionary influence, while 'A Terrible 
Matriarchy' delves into the postcolonial period and 
the challenges faced by Nagas in the wake of 
independence. History serves as a backdrop that 
significantly influences the narratives. 

Memory emerges as a crucial element in shaping 
cultural and individual identities. Characters grapple 
with memories of colonial oppression, cultural 
transformation, and the collective memory of Naga 
history. Memory is not just a personal experience 
but also a cultural one that connects individuals to 
their heritage. 

The symbolism of landscapes is evident in both 
novels. In 'A Respectable Woman,' the Naga hills 
and forests symbolize the Naga way of life and their 
connection to the land, while in 'A Terrible 
Matriarchy,' the urban landscape represents the 
changing dynamics and challenges faced by the 
younger generation in a postcolonial world. 

Patriarchal ideologies are prevalent in both 
narratives, impacting the roles and expectations of 
women. However, the novels also depict instances 
of resistance and empowerment where characters 
challenge these oppressive norms. This highlights 
the potential for change and agency in the face of 
patriarchal constraints. 

The study serves as a postcolonial reflection on the 
enduring legacies of colonialism in Naga society. It 
underscores the importance of preserving cultural 
identity and collective memory in the midst of 
external influences and societal changes. The 
characters' resilience in navigating these 
complexities reflects the strength of Naga culture. 
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In summary, this comparative analysis of Easterine 
Kire's novels offers valuable insights into the 
intersections of history, memory, landscape, and 
patriarchal ideology in Nagaland. It contributes to a 
deeper understanding of the challenges and resilience 
of Naga society, particularly the role of women in 
preserving cultural identity and challenging oppressive 
norms. This research has broader implications for the 
study of literature, culture, and gender dynamics in 
postcolonial contexts. 
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