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Abstract — The Public library, the local gate way to knowledge, provides a basic location for lifelong
learning independent decision-making and cultural development of the individual and social groups. The
primary purpose of the public library is to provide resources and services in a variety of media to meet
the needs of individuals and groups for education, information and personal development including
recreation and leisure. In the historical background of Kerala, Public libraries have an important role in
the development and maintenance of democratic society by giving the individual access to a wide and
varied range of knowledge, idea and opinions. This paper describes about the Historical role of Public
Libraries and its present status in the Kerala state. In this study we reach a conclusion that the growth
and role of Public Libraries in the State is bright and step-by-step progress is happening in the growth
rate and in delivering different types of services to the society. Libraries are playing an active role in the
social, cultural and educational development of the rural areas in state. The Kerala State Library Council
has an on-going project to automate and network all the affiliated libraries moving in a positive path. The
first phase aims to automate all the A+ and A grade libraries in Kerala State.
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1. INTRODUCTION body of public libraries in the state. As per the
Public Library Legislation in Kerala 1989, a three-

The Kerala state is divided into 14 revenue districts tier system is followed in the administration of

for administrative purposes that are libraries in Kerala viz, the State Library council,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Alappuzha, District Library Councils and Taluk Library
Pathanamthitta, Kottayam, Idukki, Ernakulam, Councils. Members of each tier are elected in a
Thrissur, Palakkad, Malappuram, Kozhikode, democratic manner thereby ensuring

Wayanad, Kannur and Kasaragod. On the basis of representation from village library level onwards.

geographical, historical and cultural similarities, the
districts are generally grouped into North Kerala
(Kasaragod, Kannur, Wayanad, Kozhikode,
Malappuram), Central Kerala (Palakkad, Thrissur,
Ernakulam, Idukki) and South Kerala
(Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Alappuzha,
Pathanamthitta, Kottayam). The districts have the
same name as the important town or city in the
district, the exception being Wayanad district. The 14
districts are further divided into 75 Taluks. There are
14 District Panchayats, 152 Block Panchayats, 941

There is strong participation of people in the public
library movement in Kerala and it is an ideal
network for reaching the grass roots in the State.
The total number of libraries affiliated to the State
Library Council is around 8495 libraries and these
libraries are graded as A+, A, B, C, D, E & F
grades on the basis of certain norms and criteria.

Kerala public library movement is considered as a
unique public library system among Indian states.
Kerala has the largest number, per head of rural

Grama  Panchayats, 87  Municipalities, 6 libraries in India. Based on KSLC 2016-17 -
Corporations and 1 Township in the State. (1) gradation details, 8495 public libraries are affiliated =
and function all over Kerala. Therefore, public Q
The Kerala State Library Council (KSLC) is an library services are available in all the parts of the g}
autonomous body under the Higher Education state. In a Panchayat ward, minimum one public =
Department of Govt. of Kerala, the statutory apex library is functions in the rural areas. Based on the §
S
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KSLC gradation report, the distance between two
libraries should be a distance of two kilometres. The
public can enjoy the public library services very close
to their home, school or office. The majority of the
public libraries have their own building, reading
room, library, career guidance cell, different types of
electronic services, sports, arts and cultural activities
as well as separate programmes for women and
children.

2. REVIEW OF LITIRATURE

The review of related studies shows that most of the
studies were conducted in Kerala, India to related to
public library movement, legislation, services,
development etc. It provides background knowledge
to the public libraries in Kerala.

Sudha Azhikodan (2010) made a constructive study
on the public libraries in Malabar. It is confined to the
public libraries in Malabar comprising six revenue
districts-Kasaragod, Kannur, Kozhikode, Wayanad,
Malappuram, and Palakkad. The major findings of
the study are on public libraries that come under the
purview of the State Library Council formed in
accordance with the provision of Kerala Public
Libraries Act, 1989.

Ranjith, K S (2004) made a survey on the rural
libraries in Kerala. Data were collected on books and
periodicals collection, membership, working hours
etc. The important findings of the study are the 60%
of the libraries have book strength in the range of
1001- 5000, 90% of the libraries have own land and
building, 75% of the Ilibraries have women
membership of less than 30%, 45% of the libraries
work 9 hours or more and 62% of the libraries have
the membership of 500 or below.

Kishorekumar & Lokesh naik (2014) had made a
study on the users of, District Public Library Tumkur,
Karnataka. They made the survey using
questionnaire to identify the adequacy of library
resources, and services utilized by its users. The
result shows that users are fully satisfied with the
present location of the library, collection of the
newspapers and books are adequate in comparison
to magazines and general reading materials.

A study by R. Raman Nair (1993) entitled 'Peoples
Library Movement in Kerala traces out the history of
library movement in Kerala. He describes its
beginning, organisational movement, the objectives
and programmes of public library movement and
many organizations coming under that. It points out
the lack of scientific involvement in the movement.

3. HISTORY OF
LIBRARY MOVEMENT

KERALA PUBLIC

The History of the Public Library movement Kerala
can be divided to 4 stages;

1. First stage or called the beginning stage of
this movement started in the early years in
the period of 1829 - 1945.

2. The second stage or call the developing
stage begins in middle of 19th century or on
Independence period 1945 - 1977.In this
stage actually started the structured
movement because of the formation
organization for the development and
monitoring the public libraries, after the
formation of the Kerala state in the year
1956. After that in the year 1958 officially
registering an organisation called ‘Kerala
Grandasala Sangam (KGS). The first
organisation representing the whole state of
Kerala. Before that regional wise
organizations functioning in the state. These
regional organizations merged with new
organization. The Kerala Grandasala
Sangam began a new chapter in the
Publica Library movement in Kerala.

3. In the third stage is the crucial period in
history of this movement. In the period
1977- 1994.In  this period Kerala
Government involved and take over the
administration of KGS in the year 1977 as
per a Government ordinance dated 16-03-
1977 and Act No.19. The Government
appointed a Control Board for the day to
day activities of the KGS. In the year 1987
Left Democratic Front government starting
the movement for Public Library
Legislation. In the year 1989 passed
Kerala Public Library Act. As per this Act
re-structuring the KGS and formed three
tier system in force they are Kerala State
Library Council (KSLC), District Library
Council (DLC) and Taluk Library Council
(TLC).

The fourth and the present stage begin after 1994.
The Kerala Public Library Act passed in the year
1989 but another three more years took to framing
the new statutory organisation in force. In 2004
only the new organization has started Kerala State
Library Council (KSLC) in force. After the formation
of KSLC the Public Library movement in Kerala in
the new face and fast developments in the total
library set up in the state.

4. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The study aims to reveal the historical role and
present status of public libraries in state of Kerala
under Kerala State Library Council in the year
2018. It is aims to review the function of the
libraries and recommend to adopting new
possibilities and changes in the operation of
libraries and Aims to show the usefulness to
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general public for their knowledge and cultural
development.

5. SCOPE OF THE STUDY

The scope of the study under the purview of the
Kerala State Library Council affiliated libraries in the
State including 14 districts. Thiruvananthapuram,
Kollam, Pathanamthitta, Alappuzha, Kottayam,
Idukki, Ernakulam, Trissur, Palakkad, Malappuram,
Kozhikode, Wayanad, Kannur, and Kasaragod.
Highest number of libraries affiliated to KSLC and in
the state, is Kannur. The total number of libraries
from Kannur is 843 and least number Wayanad
district is 189 as per KSLC 2018 gradation report.

6. METHODOLOGY

The research data is collected through different
methods using Kannur District Library Council
gradation report in the year 2017, survey and
interview with different library authorities. This study
aims to assess and evaluate the present status of
library books, members, circulation, serials,
newspapers and infrastructure facilities of libraries
affiliated to the Kannur District Library Council. The
gradation report based on the structured
questionnaire was prepared and data is collected at
the time of each library visit and physical verification
done. 826 libraries have been physically visited and
filled questionnaires collected.

7. PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICES

The State Library Council has already undertaken
various innovative programmes aimed at the
invigoration of all the affiliated libraries under its
ambit. Some of the programmes are given below:

1. Survey of Reading habits

2. Enhancement of Library grant and Librarian
allowance

3. Establishment and Modernization of District,

Taluk and Model Village libraries

4, Establishment of Academic Study Centres

5. E-Vijnana Kendram

6. Launching of Career Guidance Centres

7. Model Non-Formal Education centres

8. Book Distribution scheme for Rural women

9. All Kerala Reading competition for School
students

10. Sanatorium Library Service

11. Jail and Juvenile home library service

12. Book Banks

13. Children’s activities- ‘Balakairali’ Nursery
school and ‘Balavedhies’

14. Establishment of Rural Information centres

15. Taluk Reference Libraries

16. Book Binding Units

17. Certificate Course in Library & Information
Science

18. Training programme for Library workers

19. Cultural and Literary programmes

20. Establishment of Tribal Libraries

21. Establishment of ‘Vanitha vedhies’

22. Orphanage Library Service

23. Hermitage Library Service

8. LIBRARY GRADATION

1. Kerala public libraries grade begin with F

and Ending with A+., i.e. in this system first entry
grade is F then E, D, B and most performing
libraries got grade A+.

2. A gradation committee physically verifies
the library and records based on the gradation
parameters. Conditions to get affiliation to KSLC is
that the the library should get the required
minimum 20 marks for the ‘F’ grade.

Based on marks the following grade has been
given to libraries;

S1 No. Mark Grade
1. 90-107 A+

2 75 to 89 A

3 60 to 74 B

4, 50 to 59 C

5 40 to 49 D

6. 30to 39 E

7 20 to 29 F

9. DATA ANALYSIS

In this study the data was collected from 843 public
libraries in Kannur District in terms of library grade,
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total number of books, total number of members,
annual circulation of books, total number of
periodicals, infrastructural facilities and annual
programmes. The collected data was analysed on
the basis of these parameters.

Diagram No.1 number of libraries under Kerala
State Library Council based on Taluks and
number of libraries under each taluk.

Below chart based on the 2018 Gradation based
grand distribution on Taluk based library list.On the
basis of certain prescribed gradation norms and
conditions of Kerala state library council graded
public libraries are as A+, A, B, C, D, E, & F. It is
clear from the table No. 1.1 that in Kannur district
highest number of libraries that is 876, total 6026
libraries on 12 districts 14.48% in the district of
Kannur itself. Limited number of libraries in the
district of Wayanad is 189 (3.13%) only. Table no 2
reveal the details of district library percentage.

Dist. [ Talmk A+ | A | B|C D|E|F| Toal |
? -] V}iF'}jv‘l".lllh.lrf; k _I l !7 .‘ } _lzu
2 :Fgm i |1 il!f 1 ‘lf-i |
Nedumangad 1 6 109

.L'hlml'llhlnlhﬂpur-_‘ vlm".lymhw'.h n i v .l'. -I" IE - .4') 5]9

am

Markals 0 " 15 7 # ¢ B 48
Kartakkada 1 P .Z'- 3 12 P 7 o1

! | { } | s |
Total 3 [HOB (114 95 102 65 52 539

Karumagappally 2 13 12 4y p 16 85 k)

"' Kuntinthar n 7 An .m 7 :'7 ;.'H .'.‘7 |
‘ B (Kot b |6 331 25 |25 4z B& a9
Kollam fm .l‘.::h.m.npn.".m\ I .l “ .!l i .‘lliv r- ‘39”662 |
{1 |Kottarakkara | [20 22 51 |24 0 po 208 |
".’ ‘l'llll.llll' ‘Il .l H 9 Iz '). “1' 7o |
| Trotal 5 le8 w7 10278 )157 165 b6z | |
T3 Matappaty b 0 B F K |6 b P& |
TR b 0 b P B zp B6
(15 Wethunchery P 10 B Jio & hz 7 B2
[Pathanamthites |16 Mhinuvalia X o B F & B b5 B0 g7z |
17 Wndoor B 7 e F e e hz fre
f18 Konni b 5 b P B 1R ::lo
| Irotal b 29 Ba B9 52 67 47 pr2| |
Tio Khengannur 0 B B b B B P 36
20 tfbw{'rﬁi{ :.. B ‘ fta ._ob |
| 21 Ambalapirza ! ’I . [ g pB 57
f,\l.lppuxhu ,’.‘.‘ 'P-l..\-fl.'-..u.. p 1 :‘.| '|| :- - _'A '47 _’zuv
23 Kuttanad 0 oA 7 $ 0 34 ‘
24 :l\_l:'.lnk.qull\‘ u E b B B ¥ w ||
frotal i P8 71 M6 43 0 po 89| |
25 Mecnachs  p [ia e ji3 je a3 5 @3 |
26 ;,;:ll-;;;;ll.;s-zr', I .‘-.' d'..'l‘ ‘ I .'_'Il ~Iﬂ ‘Tl
I'.inll.ly.uu 73] ..‘.', kom I ’ R .11 15 :* .0‘) .35;'
| peil ‘I‘:Allllll.l|||\lu;.' .l 'In ‘ll .‘:’: n 3 :In ’(-I |
29 .l\n",n\';—n .l ?l‘- ..v"l ‘l‘ o ‘III .I! ‘[IK
[Total 2 7 bs 51 5s w2 o psz)

..(n 'I..Iulni\lh'hul,‘ k
31 [Devikubam
Hddulcki 82 |[Peerumedu

!

4
b [t 3 B kB B p e 228

31 Mhodupuxha )

|

34 |lduida . 4 10 20 Ro M 62
Total W 16 21 B0 57 58 33 225

Ernakulam [¢ th Paravoor nl "\ ) 'I 3 ' ‘II ! TSJ B 4}!02
l :kn7TN-;-.-..nu'_AuAm..';, .r_\ b ¥ | 2 :-l 'it bl) 1
[e1 ot b pz 7 b B 1 P2
[ Trotat B oo B7 78 69 67 58 W6z |
fiz fstspptly o F o e Br Jia b5 froa]
;»1!» Muundapuram 0 7 14 Qi In llq n eS|
{4 [hrissur g = kx! k2 ps pe. A 124
or 0 M B h2 h2 ha p B2 |
fie Kol 0 B B ap |14 14 w1 w72
11'7 Vl)Al n 67

K7 satakkudy b & 10 )16
Thrissur [ froeat 1 48 BB B2 PB6 B 66 472

10. RECOMMENDATIONS

. Based on this study the following
recommendations are made for the
effective utilisation of resources and funds
of the Kannur district public libraries.

. The state government should increase the
yearly grand to the public libraries.

. The State Library Council should increase
the librarians grand

. Formulate new strategies and programmes
for attracting youth to library

. Every year must conduct training
programmes for librarians and library
secretaries.

. State Library Council should aim to

improve  quality and technological
Development of existing libraries.

. More focus on library automation and
training
. Coming years spend more funds for the

library computerization.
11. FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION

In the state total affiliated libraries 8295 out of this
6026 are graded and received different types of
grands from State Library Council. Kannur district
is having more number of public libraries in Kerala
State. This study conducted interaction with State
Library Council secretary, Council executive
member, Development officer, Librarians and
library secretaries and all of them have responded
positive attitudes towards their library services and
functions. The present status of public libraries in
the state is very commendable and most of the
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public libraries are performing well. The District
library council is also very active in organizing
different types of programmes and functions. Public
Library is regularly organizing a national level two
days’ seminar for the benefit of affiliated library
librarians and authorities. Raja Ram Mohun Roy
Foundation (RRRLF) and Parliament Members and
Legislative Members are utilising the different kind of
funds for the construction of library building and
different developmental activities. The most of the
libraries are active in the social, cultural and
educational development of the rural areas. The
library council aimed to automate all the A+ and A

grade libraries before 2020.
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