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Abstract – India's West Asia strategy talk has customarily rotated around its energy reliance, security and 
the government assistance of the 7 million Indians living in the locale. As of late, especially since the 
happening to the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to control in 2014, the issues of counterterrorism, 
security, guards participation and non-oil exchange have acquired in significance. This subjective shift 
is to some extent directed and upheld by both practicality and the philosophical contrasts that the BJP 
and its archetype, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh (BJS), had been keeping up with against the West Asia 
strategy of the previous state run administrations drove by the Congress party. Through clarifying the 
philosophical points of view of the Indian National Congress (INC) and the BJP, this article contends that 
the changing worldwide and West Asian scene, the combination of Chinese impact in and around India's 
property and sea limits, the precariousness in the energy market and the uncertainty of the Arab 
uprising–hit West Asian governments have given the BJP government an advantageous chance to 
reconsider and reorient India's relations with West Asia. While philosophical determinants rule the public 
talk, as the BJP's top initiative expounds in the public area, the arrangement decisions made are not 
generally on top of these. State leader Narendra Modi has frequently favored the practical to the 
philosophical, and this he has done over the assumptions for his party and allies. 

Keywords – West Asia, Foreign Policy 
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INTRODUCTION 

International strategy is viewed as the wheel with 
which the worldwide interaction is operational zed. 
Each state needs to take on a specific example of 
international strategy to manage its outer issues 
towards different states and at the same time to 
oblige one's own public interest by impacting or 
controlling the unfamiliar conduct of other state. In 
modem times no state can stay away from 
association in the worldwide circle. This inclusion 
should be precise and in light of some well - 
characterized standards. The standards and the 
motivations behind a state ought to be reflected in 
her international strategy. The significance of the 
international strategy has been featured by 
researchers in different ways. As per one researcher, 
a state without an international strategy resembles a 
boat without a radar which floats carelessly with 
practically no heading by each tempest and clear of 
occasion. As indicated by Prof Taylor "International 
strategy of a sort will go on long as there are .... 
Sovereign states.'' Thus, international strategy is the 
aggregate of the standards, interests and 
destinations which a state defines in directing its 

relations with different states. Today, because of 
the improvement of method for transport and 
correspondences, these relations have become 
nearer and more ceaseless than say, 50 years 
prior. There is more contact, conflict, debate and 
coordinated effort than at any other time. Each 
state needs to observe the mentalities of different 
states, not exclusively to itself yet towards each 
other. To be sure, the intricacy of international 
strategy emerges from the association of the 
longings of the states framing the worldwide local 
area to accomplish their public advantages and 
their resulting mentalities to global issues, all 
associated straightforwardly or in straightforwardly 
with issues of harmony and war. It is rudimentary to 
say that the foundation of fiiendly and helpful 
relations between countries is the point of a sound 
international strategy; the undertaking is, a 
demonstrated above, incredibly complicated, the 
intricacy emerging from the actual idea of global 
legislative issues. George Modelski, had 
characterized international strategy as "the 
arrangement of exercises developed by networks 
for changing the conduct of different states and for 
changing their own exercises to the worldwide 
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climate". The first errand of international strategy, in 
this view, 'should be to illuminate the manners by 
which states endeavor to change, and prevail with 
regards to changing the conduct of other states."^ 
According to F.S. Northedge the international 
strategy suggests 'the utilization of political impact to 
initiate different states to practice their law making 
power in a way wanted by the state concerned."'* it is 
a communication between powers beginning external 
the nation's lines and those inside them.  

High Gibson characterizes international strategy as 
'a balanced exhaustive arrangement dependent on 
information and experience for directing the matter of 
government with the remainder of the world. It is 
pointed toward advancing and securing the interests 
of the country. This requires an unmistakable 
comprehension of what those interests are and how 
far we can want to go with the means available to us. 
Anything short of this misses the mark regarding 
being an unfamiliar policy."^ Since international 
strategy making is worried about accomplishing the 
different public interests of the country, we need to 
remember that the international strategy of one 
nation ought not be delinked from the homegrown 
approach of the concerned nation as both the 
homegrown arrangement and international strategy 
are between identified with one another.  

Nonetheless, the international strategy is worried 
about the conduct of a state towards different states. 
India's West Asia connection has been a subject 
important to numerous researchers. This connection 
date back to pre-memorable occasions and is 
supported by normal customs, battles. Standards 
and qualities. This relationship produced by business 
and social contacts over hundreds of years is today a 
main consideration in their coming nearer, lit by the 
companionship of Jawaharlal Nehru and the 
Egyptian chief Gammal Abdul Nasser, intervened 
through their driving job in the Non Alignment 
Movement (NAM). This connection arrived at another 
tallness in 1956 when Egypt was assaulted by the 
Anglo-French and Israeli powers on the Suez 
question. India responded rapidly and 
enthusiastically and she decried the animosity 
without most intensity. India followed a favorable to 
Arab strategy in worldwide governmental issues.  

At the hour of the making of Israel India upheld the 
Arab position on Palestine; and casted a ballot 
against the parcel of Palestine into the "Middle 
Easterner and Jewish zones of Administration. Truth 
be told, notwithstanding certain distinctions in 
topographical size populace, religion, area, and 
culture, India and West Asian nations have a 
significant decent number of attributes in like 
manner. Both have a long history of wonderful old 
civic establishments whose social legacies have 
advanced the world and their kin have drawn their 
motivation from it. Both the nations acquired 
autonomy from the pioneer powers at about a similar 
timeframe. In antiquated occasions Indians had 

encounters of contacts with West Asian area overall 
and with Palestine specifically, social and business 
contacts between individuals of the two locales are 
notable. It additionally seen the Egyptian mummies 
were enclosed by Indian muslins and exchange 
among Indians and Arabs carried the last option to 
India and a few of them for all time got comfortable 
India. On the opposite side, we additionally see 
numerous Indians for all time got comfortable the 
Arab world. Additionally Yemeni dealers were middle 
people for Indian exchange with the Roman Empire. 
In this way contacts were escalated with the Haj 
course from India rearming through Yemen. In 1839 
Aden turned out to be essential for the British 
Empire, controlled by the Bombay administration. 

The Aden organization was isolated from India in 
April 1937. India was one of the primary nations to 
perceive Yemen later the 26 September, 1962 
unrest and development on 29 November 1967 
(south Yemen past). Indeed the connection 
between individuals of India and that locale is 
most seasoned history a lot more established than 
Islam itself. Gigantic confirmations had been 
found from chronicled records that India had a 
cozy relationship with West Asia in different fields' 
way of life business, religion, meds and 
governmental issues. This carries us to accept 
that Palestine would likewise be no special case. 
Palestine, in everything likelihood couldn't have 
kept unapproachable of the relative multitude of 
progressing streams of contact. Indian view of 
Zionism, instead of the Jews during India's 
autonomy development enormously formed 
India's arrangement later freedom. The most 
regarded Indian pioneer, Mahatma Gandhi, who 
drove the Indian masses against the pilgrim power 
since the start of the twentieth century till the 
fulfillment of autonomy, had a shut contact with 
the Jews when he was in South Africa. 

Jawaharlal Nehru and Gandhi had a comparable 
view on Palestine issue. Reviewing the Balfour 
Declaration, Nehru expressed that there was a 
disadvantage in this is on the grounds that the 
land alluded to was not a vacant land but rather, 
was at that point somebody else home". The India 
National Congress (INC) likewise responded to 
the issues in a comparable tone. It viewed at the 
entire issues as a battle between the patriot Arabs 
and the Zionists who got the help of the British 
royal power. This very disposition leaned their 
approach toward the Arabs. Along these lines, in 
1936, the Congress Working Committee sent it's 
hello to the Palestine Arabs and noticed 
September 27, 1936 as Palestine Day to show 
their fortitude with the Arabs of Palestine. 

Nature, purpose and scope 

It is observationally clear that when contrasted 
with patriotism or public interest or homegrown 
strategy, homegrown and worldwide climate 
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fundamentally affect the creation of the international 
strategy of a country. It very well may be delineated 
by dissecting the progressions in the international 
strategy particularly with regards to creating 
connection with the territory of Israel.. India's 
relations with the West Asia have been considered 
inside this worldview and seen from global political 
point. In the early long stretches of freedom, India 
didn't rush to perceive Israel because of the 
previously mentioned limitations. However, when 
India was persuaded that Israel was a reality and 
later both had been cooperating in UN, India thought 
it was vital to perceive Israel and that act was 
clarified with regards to worldwide law and standards 
of strategy. However, India didn't go fiirther and didn't 
follow the subsequent stage of setting up strategic 
relations. Indian government was feeling the 
squeeze to stop its move because of homegrown just 
as territorial power legislative issues. This was 
emphasizd by the Cold War and Arab-Israeli Wars of 
1956, 1967 and 1973. The 1956 War had extended 
Israel as a partner of the British and the French 
majestic powers. In the June battle of 1967, Israel 
had dispatched preplanned strike as well as involved 
huge Arab domains using power. India couldn't 
uphold Israel under these conditions. India likewise 
came nearer to the Arabs with regards to Afro-Asian 
fortitude and the neutral development. Yet, Israel 
was confined. The finish of the Cold War in 1991 
constrained India to re-situate its arrangement 
towards the locale, as a component of its bigger 
reexamine of its way to deal with foreign relations.  

A piece of which originated from the humiliating 
backlash at its reaction to two significant worldwide 
occasions toward the beginning of the decade. One 
being the scandalous reaction of Indian Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao to the endeavored August 
1991 upset against President Mikhail Gorbachev in 
the Soviet Union. In saying that the overthrow "was 
an example for reformers in a rush," Rao appeared 
to practically legitimize the imprisonment of 
Gorbachev during the concise upset. A year sooner, 
India was again conflicted in relation to world 
assessment and agreement in western capitals when 
Foreign Minister I. K. Gujral visited Baghdad and 
accepted President Saddam Hussein later the attack 
of Kuwait. These two responses sold out a reflexive 
unwaveringness to Cold War strategy propensities 
and partners. 

OBJECTIVES 

1) To know the essential chiefs and attributes 
of Indian international strategy towards the 
West Asia in General and Palestine issue 
specifically. 

2) To contrast the significance given with West 
Asia district in Indian international strategy 
making. Other than the geological and social 
vicinity public interests are the principle 
contemplations. 

Determinants of India's Foreign Policy 

The international strategy of India, similar to that of 
some other nation, has tried to keep up with, since 
freedom, a harmony between its drawn out 
objectives and shortterm destinations through an 
assortment of means, political, conciliatory, financial 
and military, either independently or in mix, 
contingent upon their propriety for the event and the 
current public abilities. Jawaharlal Nehru told the 
Constituent Assembly of India on 4 December 1947, 
"The specialty of leading the international concerns 
of a nation lies in discovering what is generally 
favorable to the country. We might discuss harmony 
and opportunity and genuinely mean what we say. In 
any case, in a definitive examination, an 
administration capacities to ultimately benefit the 
country it oversees and no administration try to do 
anything which in the short or since quite a while ago 
run is obviously to the inconvenience of the country.' 
This assertion plainly shows that public interest was 
the administering standard of India's international 
strategy brought about by Jawaharlal Nehru, the 
draftsman of that approach. Jawaharlal Nehru's 
view on the compromise of public interest with the 
interests of different countries was in accordance 
with the ever-evolving perspective on public 
interest taken by modem masterminds L.K. 
Sakamo, W.Rumah and Suharto and so on Two 
entries from Nehru's discourse regarding the 
matter are pertinent in this association. 

Regardless of whether a nation is imperialistic' or 
communist or socialist, its unfamiliar priest thinks 
essentially about the interests of the country. 
However, there is a distinction, obviously. Certain 
individuals might think about the interests of their 
country paying little heed to different outcomes, or 
take a shortdistance view. Others might feel that in 
the drawn out arrangement, the interest of another 
nation is as critical to them as that of their own 21 
country. The interest of harmony is more 
significant, since, supposing that war comes 
everybody endures, so that in the significant 
distance view personal circumstance may itself 
request a strategy collaboration with different 
countries, altruism for different countries, as for 
sure it requests. Each canny individual can see that 
assuming we have a thin public strategy it might 
energize the large number for the occasion, 
similarly as the collective cry has done yet it is 
terrible for the country and it is awful universally, in 
light of the fact that we fail to focus on a definitive 
decent and in this way jeopardize our own benefit. 
In this way, we propose to care for India's 
inclinations with regards to world participation and 
world harmony, to the extent that world harmony 
can be safeguarded. ^ It is in a feeling of 
authenticity that I need to move toward the subject 
of our unfamiliar policy.... Vision alone won't do. 
What precisely is vision? Certainly it isn't 
something so meager as to escape one's grip! 
Vision is the authenticity of tomorrow. It is the 
ability to realize what is great for the day later 
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tomorrow or for the following year and to design 
yourself in like manner. The viable individual, the 
pragmatist, checks out the tip of his nose and sees 
little past; the outcome is that he is staggering 
constantly. ^ 

These sections make obviously Jawaharlal Nehru 
thought about India's public interest with regards to 

(a) World participation; and 

(b) India's drawn out interest while recollecting 
that "no administration try to do anything 
which in the short or since a long time ago 
run is obviously to the burden of that 
country," 

Nonalignment  

One more evenhanded of Indian's Foreign Policy is 
Non-arrangement. Not many ideas in global relations 
have, as of late, evoked such a lot of remark, 
discussion and disarray as that of nonalignment. 
From being marked as "improper" to the current 
status of "decency", nonalignment has passed from 
its dubious youth to enter a more developed middle 
age. India, aside from being one of the establishing 
individuals from the uncommitted gathering, has 
forever been in the front line of the development, 
Nonalignment, in straightforward terms, is a 
statement of India's autonomy and sway, of its 
capacity and want to direct its fate as per its own 
through and through freedom without outside impact 
or mediation, both in outer just as inner undertakings. 

Nehru knew that the innovative upset of the twentieth 
century had made the world rather little and reliant. 
Thus, disconnection of any sort was neither practical 
nor attractive. Additionally, Nehru, monitoring India's 
extraordinary potential, looked to put India in the 
main part of things by purposely embracing a 
prominent in foreign relations, to foster a positive and 
beneficial connection with the remainder of the world. 
25 For Nehru, arrangement was "war-time brain 
science" and he saw no justification for why it ought 
to be brought into seasons of relative harmony. 
States have no long-lasting companions except for 
just long-lasting interests: Hence, it would be 
strategically impulsive to abandon one's choices as 
to issues as genuine as war. Hence there was a level 
of advantage in India's neutral position. As Nehru 
himself put it, "We won't join a conflict if there's 
anything we can do about it. We will join the side 
which is to our advantage when the opportunity 
arrives to settle on the decision." For Nehru, while 
non-arrangement was a fundamental approach, "its 
application to a specific situation or goal involves 
judgment".' 

Nonalignment and balance of power 

 Non alignment is neither an abstention from nor an 
option in contrast to the hypothesis of balance of 

power, however a fundamental piece of it. The 
principle and practice of non alignment proposes that 
it is a type of power governmental issues - but a 
structure that is appropriate for a more vulnerable 
express that, either by tendency or impulse, should 
be remotely involved assuming it is to shape its 
prompt outer climate and assuming it is to coordinate 
inner financial and social change through serene 
means." However, the modem hypothesis of balance 
of power is unique in relation to its traditional 
adaptation to the extent that it considers three 
significant new factors of the post-war period, in 
particular the development of the superpowers, the 
appearance of atomic weapons and the 
crystallization of a Third World comprising of recently 
autonomous Afro-Asian countries, all of which 
make it an alternate kind of game out and out in 
the last part of the twentieth century. A primer 
clarification ... may best beginning by considering 
the place of the legislators endowed with the lead 
of international concerns in any autonomous 
State. Clearly, their first concern should be the 
endurance of the State and the safeguarding of its 
independence.... In gathering these obligations 
legislators are obliged to assess the circulation of 
power as a main priority. 

They should endeavor to set up such relations 
with different nations as will guarantee that no 
dominance of power among the last option, 
independently or all things considered, will 
undermine their freedom or include their defeat. 
Chasing this protective a. m they might choose, 
now and again, to go into or structure unions with 
different Powers, especially when those nations 
27 whose plans they dread are Hnked by deal 
commitment. In different conditions they might 
shun all collusions, expecting that by going into 
one they would incite an antagonism of an 
adversary bunch and be brought into clashes 
which they may stay away from by remaining 
separated from one or the other gathering. Much 
relies on the topographical position and regular 
assets of the State being referred to: each State is 
exceptional in size, but characterized in assets 
and in geological situation corresponding to 
different States. Therefore the exact measures 
fitting to the support of a guarded balance of 
power vary in various nations. What is normal is 
the point of endurance. 

Global balance  

Nehru knew that India was ensured by a 
worldwide balance of power, if by some stroke of 
good luck she exploited it and played her cards 
keenly. He certainly' recognized the presence of 
an unpleasant yet uncomfortable balance in the 
worldwide setting in the most natural sounding 
way for him. "As things are today, we have 
reached a specific sort of balance it could be an 
entirely shaky balance, yet it is still some sort of 
balance when any sort of significant animosity is 
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probably going to prompt a universal conflict. That 
itself is a limiting element. '^ It was Nehru's 
arrangement that a particularly temperamental 
balance could without much of a stretch be upset, 
with grave ramifications for the world at large. He 
was additionally mindful that this went about as a 
limiting variable on every one of the significant 
powers overall and on the superpowers specifically. 
Subsequently, he tried to exploit the atomic loss of 
motion of the superpowers, to cut out a specialty for 
India and the 30 physically feeble Third World by 
making and expanding what he called an "space of 
harmony", not geologically yet "strategically, 
carefully, ethically". Superpowers themselves 
considered and profited themselves of the "padding 
impact" that the uncommitted created and strutted. 
Nehru was very well indeed mindful of India's 
incredible potential. He additionally liked the way that 
it truly didn't need extraordinary load to shift the 
scales in the temperamental balance that existed on 
the planet. For these two reasons, India counted, 
notwithstanding its material and military 
shortcomings. 

India and the superpowers 

India's relations with the two superpowers, the USA 
and the USSR, pretty much exemplified India's 
incredible power yearnings and furthermore 
illuminate India's favored method for accomplishing 
them. Nehru saw India's chance in the unpleasant 
worldwide balance that existed between the two 
power alliances at the hour of Indian autonomy. 
Nehru was very persuaded that the Cold War 
principally addressed the contention of international 
interests between the United States and the Soviet 
Union, with philosophical dissimilarity just adding a 
sharp edge to it. Nehru saw very early the wonderful 
capability of the United States and its suggestions for 
the remainder of the world. He contemplated whether 
"the incredible issue of the not so distant future will 
be American government, significantly more than 
British dominion, which seems to have had its day 
and is disintegrating quickly. Or on the other hand, it 
could be, that the two will join as one in an 
undertaking to make a powerful Anglo-Saxon 
alliance to overwhelm the world. 

Nehru no question considered the Soviet Union to be 
the just valid and successful balancing power to the 
consistently expanding and all-invading power and 
impact of the United States. His directions to the 
Indian Ambassadors to the USA and China about 
thin up India's way to deal with the two power 
alliance . "Both America and Russia are 
exceptionally dubious of one another just as of 
different nations. This makes our way difficult and we 
likely could be associated by each with inclining 
towards the other. This would not benefit from 
outside input ...." India 34 requirements America in 
light of the fact that "There is a lot of generosity for 
America and assumption for help from her in many 
fields, particularly specialized." Nor could India bear 
to irritate the Russians. "The Soviet Union being our 

neighbor, we will definitely foster nearer relations 
with it. We can't bear to estrange Russia just in light 
of the fact that we believe that this might bother 
another person. 

India's West Asia Discourses 

 How unique ideological groups, gatherings and 
philosophical powers check out the world and 
various areas of India's nearby and expanded area 
has drawn in moderately minimal scholarly 
examination. Be that as it may, a recent fad is by all 
accounts arising since Narendra Modi expected 
power in 2014. Progressively, personalityoriented 
and philosophy focused attributions of achievement 
and disappointment have become normal. By 
philosophy, Peter Beattie signifies 'a sort of 
organized contemplating legislative issues or political 
economy; a perspective' that brings 'the differently 
named ideational, interpretivist, or constructivist turn 
in global relations' being scrutinized. As Peter says, 
aside from Marxism, philosophy and its directions 
have not tracked down a lot of consideration in 
worldwide relations (IR) and international strategy 
hypotheses. With the assistance of concentrates by 
Béland and Cox (2011), Levi (1970), Blyth (2003), 
Tang (2013) and Maynard and Mildenberger 
(2018), Peter draws out an itemized conversation 
on various methodologies, normativity, materiality 
and transformative methodologies that have 
managed the job of philosophy in molding the 
international strategy process (Peter, 2019).  

The advancement of India's scholarly and public 
talk on international strategy issues and particularly 
West Asian undertakings should be visible traveling 
through various and now and then clashing 
philosophical separation points. Among these 
scholarly and public discourses, four significant 
subjects can be noted: first, authentic and 
civilizational approaches towards the locale, like 
crafted by Mahmood and Azmi (2014), Pasha 
(1995) and Pasha (2003); second, the patriot and 
against settler viewpoints of West Asia, as 
underway of Dasgupta (1992), Heptulla (1991) and 
Sathyamurthy (1991); third, exchange and diaspora 
issues (Hussain, 2016; Pant, 2013a, 2013b, 2015); 
and fourth, India's arising worldwide desires 
(Abhyankar, 2008; Pant, 2008, 2016; Pradhan, 
2017). One more significant wellspring of India's 
West Asia viewpoints is strategy discourses by 
India's critical negotiators and policymakers, like 
crafted by Ahmad (2018b), Ahmad (2018a), Ansari 
(2008), Bhadrakumar (2019), Fabian et al. (2018) 
and Gharekhan (2009), or presently the update of 
past discourses being finished by Ashwarya 
(2017), Gharekhan (2017), Kumaraswamy (2010) 
and Singh (2018). A portion of these revisionist 
viewpoints are matching with the philosophical 
stories of the Hindutva international strategy 
discourses. 

 As India is finishing its hesitant commitment (Anas, 
2016, 2019) with the locale, there is a 
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reestablished interest in and notoriety of revisionist 
conversations on India's West Asia points of view, 
both in the scholastic and the public areas. This 
article centers around the job of philosophy in 
legitimizing international strategy in the public space 
yet not actually in independent direction. It contends 
that regardless of the solid libertarian philosophical 
revisionism of India's West Asia viewpoints, the Modi 
government is going with realist decisions. 

Modi‟s Recalibration  

During its political race in 2014, the BJP introduced 
its vision archive, which incorporated its international 
strategy vision to make India's voice heard for 
making 'a serene and populist world request'. The 
vision record condemned the Congress government 
for a 'dispirited initiative managing the state 
mechanical assembly', which was 'clumsy to deal 
with the current issues'. The party needed to see a 
'resurgent India' in its legitimate spot in the comity of 
countries. The BJP needed 'to reboot and reorient 
the international strategy objectives, content, and 
interaction in a way that finds India's worldwide key 
commitment in another worldview and on a more 
extensive solicit's (BJP, 2014). At the point when 
Narendra Modi came to power, he had solid 
philosophical support from OK wing gatherings, and 
his party, the BJP, had vowed to them to rebrand 
India. The 2014 political decision pronouncement 
characterized India as a country of 5,000 years of 
progress and that 'the hour of Indian Renaissance 
has shown up once more'. 'We (India) have set the 
stage to recover our legitimate legacy as a Great 
Power adding to mankind's inside and out progress' 
(BJP, 2014). 

CONCLUSION 

India currently has a BJP driven NDA government 
with PM Modi in charge. Since accepting office in 
2014, Mr. Modi has shown extensive energy 
according to international strategy and has gone to 
numerous nations as a component of culmination 
and multilateral highest point tact. One of his more 
fruitful international strategy drives has been the 
articulation of an 'Act East' approach that expands on 
the 'Look East' arrangement uncovered by one of his 
archetypes, Prime Minister Narasimha Rao during 
the 1990s. It is currently proper for the somewhat 
dismissed West Asian district to be concurred fitting 
institutional footing by articulating a 'Look and Act 
West Policy.' LAWP may not be an exquisite 
abbreviation however given the a large number of 
the Indian government and its isolated smokestack 
nature, a very much expressed Prime Minister-drove 
political admonishment to re-align India's 
methodology and strategy towards the drawn out 
West Asian area is a basic initial step. 
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