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Abstract - The present article turns round investigating the elements of postcolonialism in one of Amitav 

Ghosh's novels: The Shadow Lines. He has intertwined and examined the impacts of colonialism on the 

culture and society of two fundamental neighboring urban communities, to be specific Calcutta and 

Dhaka. Presenting an exhaustive political and social change, the novel illuminates starting awareness of 

the social, psychological, and social inferiority authorized by colonizers, and presentations struggle of 

subaltern people for ethnic, social, and political independence. Throughout the novel the essayist 

expressly and verifiably radiates starts or traces of postcolonial principles to show his enthusiasm for 

depicting the fallout of colonization particularly in a time after the liberation. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Indian Novels In English: A Brief Survey 

The selected novels of Amitav Ghosh, Vikram Seth 

and Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni had been written in 

the postcolonial foundation. As the current work, 

focuses on the selected novels written by three 

Indian Bengali conceived novelists in English, look 

at, the Indian individuals and their life through their 

novels. Before endeavoring an exhaustive analysis 

of these three novelists and their work, it turns out to 

be extremely essential to offer a concise review of 

Indian novel in English.  

The novel as a western form of the literary work 

came into India in the later piece of the nineteenth 

century. During this period, the new writers began 

writing in the regional languages. Step by step, these 

novels prompted the development of Indian fiction. It 

was in Bengal that literary renaissance previously 

showed itself, however later on, its follows could be 

seen in different pieces of India also. In such 

manner, K.R.S. Iyenger properly says:  

"The changes of the Bengali Novel hint pretty much 

the changes of the Novel in India. The Western 

breeze blows once in a while legitimately and at 

times more fundamentally, in a roundabout way its 

velocity reprimanded in the adequate spaces of 

Bengal." (1984: 319)  

This is a concise study of Indian novel in English as 

a foundation for the nearby analytical study of the 

selected novels, written by these novelists. Since 

literature is a reflection of society, it is a reflection 

of exercises that have occurred in the general 

public. Indian novel in English has been managing 

regional just as national issues. Presently the 

contemporary new novel has crossed the outskirts 

of country and has gone into the worldwide setting, 

in the transnational circumstance. The way of life 

has now gotten plural, as the immigrants are 

profoundly established in their own way of life, yet 

they need to manage and face the way of life of 

that country where they live. 

Post Colonialism 

The idea of Post colonialism managed the impact 

of colonization on societies and social orders. The 

term was initially utilized by history specialists after 

the subsequent world war to uncover the 

postcolonial state. The idea has additionally been 

utilized by literary pundits to talk about different 

social impacts of colonization on culture and 

society. It is very important to comprehend the term 

colonialism, so as to grasp the idea Post 
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colonialism all the more adequately. Elleke Bohemer 

characterizes colonialism in the book Colonial and 

Postcolonial Literature,  

"As a settlement of territory the exploitation or 

development of assets and the endeavor to oversee 

the indigenous inhabitants of involved grounds". 

(1975:04)  

The 'Post colonialism' is loaded with inconsistencies 

and problems attributable to the shifted forms of 

colonial guideline and processes of decolonization. 

Aijaz Ahmed, states postcolonial is essentially a 

polite method of saying not white, not Europe or 

maybe, not Europe but rather inside Europe. 

(1995:10)  

Post colonialism, in a route represents societies and 

social orders at edge and difficulties the inside edge 

model with an intention of the expulsion of the 

imbalance. In this way, it shuns the high culture of 

the first class and embraces inferior societies and 

knowledge. It demands the recovery of local 

societies, by testing the colonial misinterpretations. 

Frantz Fanon, in this regard suitably expresses that,  

"Individuals of color need to demonstrate to white 

men no matter what, the lavishness of their thought, 

the equivalent estimation of their insight" (1967:10).  

A notable commentator, Edward Said in his work 

Orientalism (1978) has developed the scope of the 

postcolonial approach by uncovering the Eurocentric 

Universalism that sets up Western superiority over 

the East. In this regard he further watches, 

"European culture picked up the strength and identity 

by setting itself off against the orient as such a 

surrogate and even underground self" (1978:03). 

Postcolonial researchers endeavor to overcome the 

disgrace of negligibility or 'otherness' by 

foregrounding contrast diversity. Gayatri Spivak, in 

this worry properly called attention to, "When a social 

identity is pushed onto one on the grounds that the 

inside needs a recognizable edge, claims for 

insignificance guarantee approval from the middle" 

(1990:220).  

Dr. Homi Bhabha speculates postcolonial discourse 

in his altered books Nation and Narration, and The 

Location of Culture, and supporters the plurality of 

postcolonial societies as to grasp the European and 

indigenous conventions (1994:172). This festival of 

hybridity, as per Bhabha is a positive bit of leeway 

that permits the postcolonial writers and pundits to 

examine the West as insiders just as pariahs. A 

notable analyst has appropriately expressed:  

"The postcolonial theory is transnational in 

dimension, multicultural in approach and the 

movement past the binary restriction of the power 

relations between the colonizer and colonized and 

focal outskirts." (1994: 233)  

At last, it tends to be said that post colonialism is 

explicitly a post-modern scholarly discourse that 

comprises of reactions to and analysis of the social 

legacy of colonialism and imperialism. Identity, 

societies and philosophies have consistently been a 

predominant distraction of the Indian novelists in 

English in the postcolonial time. To finish up, in a 

nutshell, Post colonialism is genuinely a 

dissentual, rebellious theory/work on deleting the 

exposing of social past by the colonizers. It looked 

for recovery of local societies through the festival 

of indigenous conventions and qualities.  

 Colonial India: 

Colonial India is a piece of the Indian subcontinent 

which was heavily influenced by European 

colonial powers, through exchange and triumph. 

The first European power to show up in Quite a 

while was the military of Alexander in 327–326 

BC, who set up his realm in the north west of the 

subcontinent quickly disintegrated after he left. At 

that point the business was begun between Indian 

states and the Roman Empire by means of Red 

Sea and Arabian Sea. Yet, the Roman Empire 

was not settled in Indian Territory.  

'The quest for the wealth and prosperity of India 

prompted the inadvertent disclosure of the 

Americans by Christopher Columbus in 1492.  

Toward the finish of the fifteenth century, 

Portuguese mariner Vasco da Gama turned into 

the primary European to restore direct exchange 

joins with India since Roman occasions by being 

the first to show up by circumnavigating Africa 

(1497–1499). To exchange the Netherlands, 

England, Denmark and France built up general 

stores in India in the mid seventeenth century. In 

the later eighteenth century Britain and France 

battled for dominance through intermediary Indian 

rulers and furthermore by direct military mediation. 

The destruction of the redoubtable Indian ruler 

Tipu Sultan in 1799 underestimated French 

impact. This was trailed by a rapid development of 

British power through most of the subcontinent in 
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the mid nineteenth century. By the center of the 

century, the British had just increased direct or 

indirect control over practically the entirety of India. 

English India contained the most crowded and 

important areas of the British Empire and hence got 

known as 'the gem in the British crown'. [Ibid] 

 Post-Colonial India: 

India got freedom in 1947 and British left. Not long 

after autonomy, Indian pioneers needed to take a 

choice about the model of development to be 

followed in India. The decision was between 

socialism, with control of the methods for creation 

with the state, or capitalism with ownership of the 

methods for creation absolutely in the possession of 

the private sector and with a limited job of the state. 

The world had seen both these models of 

development. 

 Colonial Study: 

Colonial Study reflects the huge interdisciplinary and 

cross-school interest in the histories and cultures of 

colonialism. 

 Colony: 

The term colony originates from the Latin word 

colonus, which means farmer. This root helps us that 

the training to remember colonialism normally 

included the transfer of population to another 

territory, where the arrivals lived as permanent 

settlers while keeping up political allegiance to their 

nation of inception. A colony is a settlement that has 

been established by people from a better place. The 

colony is under the immediate political control of the 

nation where the colonizers originated from. This 

nation in control is normally geographically-distant, 

and is once in a while called the parent nation or the 

motherland. People who moved to settle 

permanently in states controlled by the motherland 

were called homesteaders or settlers. 

 Types of colonies: 

There are four kinds of colony. They are: pioneer 

states, reliance provinces (settlements that don't 

have full autonomy), plantations provinces and 

general stores: Settler settlements, for example, 

Australia, were settled by people from another nation 

and dislodged the Indigenous people. A reliance 

colony was made when the colonizers assumed 

responsibility for the government and administration 

of a territory and exercised control by danger of 

power, for instance the British in India. A manor 

colony was the place African slaves were imported 

by the white colonizers to accomplish the work on 

the banana, sugar stick, espresso or pineapple 

plantations. A model is the British colonizing 

Jamaica. The last sort of colony was the general 

stores, for example, Singapore. The primary purpose 

of these settlements was to take part in exchange 

instead of colonizing further pieces of the territory. 

Hybridity 

This is great and well-suited meaning of hybridity, in 

which it covers all the three parts of the postcolonial 

conditions. The case of this colonial hybridity is E. M. 

Forster's A Passage to India wherein Dr. Aziz is by 

all accounts a course of run of the mill emulate man. 

R. K. Narayan's The Guide is a run of the mill case 

of a novel depicting post freedom India. It is a case 

of a novel in the hybridity in the postcolonial 

scenarium. To the novel A Suitable Boy by Vikram 

Seth additionally has post-freedom foundation. 

Homi Bhabha: the pioneer of Hybridity: 

Hybridity alludes in its most fundamental sense to 

mixture. The term begins from science and was in 

this way utilized in linguistics and in racial 

hypothesis in the nineteenth century. Its 

contemporary uses are spread over various 

scholastic disciplines and are notable in popular 

culture. Homi Bhabha characterizes Hybridity as a 

tricky colonial portrayal that inverts the impact of 

the colonialist repudiation, with the goal that other 

denied knowledge enters upon the dominant 

discourse and estrange the premise of its position. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

1. To study the way of thinking of Colonial 
Desire and Hybridity  

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Aizpurúa (2018) shows in her theory that 

numerous Latin American women feel isolated and 

estranged from the mainstream Australian culture. 

She likewise expresses the fundamental 

components of the partition and alienation are 

"sentiments of pining to go home and absence of 

family support in the new country; saw social 

separation between their own and Australian 

values; constrained degrees of English knowledge 

and negative responses from the getting network" 

(Aizpurúa, 2008: 160). These components cause 

the Latin American women in Australia to feel 

'strange' and feel that they don't have a place with 

Australian culture. They likewise don't feel 
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coordinated 100% to the mainstream society and 

can't adjust without any problem. 

Fanon (in Barry, 2013: 192) states that colonized 

people have to get back to the past to find a voice 

and identity. It means that the past is very crucial for 

the search of identity. Dirlik (in Loomba, 2015) 

likewise makes a direct that toward get hybridity, 

there must be a reference to the ideological and 

institutional structures to which it has a place. Lobby 

(in Williams and Chrisman (ed.), 1994: 395) likewise 

expresses that, "the previous keeps on addressing 

us", implying that colonized people, or people who 

experience hybridity when all is said in done, can't 

just ignore their past and merge into the present. 

Williams and Chrisman (ed.), (2017: 395) includes 

that, "the past no longer location us as a 

straightforward, real 'past', since our connection to it, 

similar to the child's connection to the mother, is 

consistently effectively after the break." From this 

announcement, it very well may be deduced that in 

spite of the fact that the people encountering 

hybridity endeavor to reclaim their past, they no 

longer totally have a place with the past or the 

beginning. This is on the grounds that the colonialists 

knowledge has made them experience themselves 

as 'Other' from their birthplace (Loomba, 2005: 152), 

or, as it were, the present has made them 

experience 'otherness'.  

Since those people no longer have a place with their 

past, they should essentially have a place with the 

present. Be that as it may, the case isn't as basic as 

that in light of the fact that in the present they can't 

merge totally either.  

Fanon (in Loomba, 2015: 148) states that, "mystic 

injury results when the colonized subject 

understands that he can never achieve the 

whiteness he has been instructed to desire, or shed 

the darkness he has figured out how to devalue." at 

the end of the day, the people encountering hybridity 

can't shed away the past as represented by the 

obscurity and merge into the present as represented 

by the whiteness. They live between their starting 

point culture and the new one.  

Lalonde and Giguère, (2018) These people are 

frequently bicultural. They approach two social 

standards, which are Canadian and Asian standards. 

The Canadian standards are particularly procured 

from the framework of Canadian culture, 

neighborhood, and friends which are generally in 

English language of French language setting. Then 

again, the Asian standards are obtained from their 

folks, more distant family, and ethnic community 

which are for the most part in their source language 

setting. This condition makes them increase twofold 

characters, one of Canadian and one of their source 

country. 

Edmonston and Passel in Ying, et al., (2013: 342). 

Among every one of those immigrants, Asian 

American immigrant group is the third biggest 

immigrant group in the United States (Suinn in Xu, 

2014: 4). It is the Asian American immigrant group 

too which will in general experience all the more 

family clashes, or bury generational social conflict, 

than other immigrant groups. Chinese American 

immigrant group, as a part of Asian American 

immigrant group, likewise experiences a similar 

clash. One reason is on the grounds that 

guardians and children hold various values, with 

the guardians despite everything holding Chinese 

values and the children holding American values. 

In a study on Chinese and American tunes, 

Rothbaum and Xu (in Xu, 2013): discovered that 

Chinese melodies center on "the estimation of 

commitment and obligation to the guardians", 

while American tunes will in general express 

"negative feelings and a desire for partition from 

the guardians." This distinction of values regularly 

prompts clashes among guardians and children.  

Rogers and Steinfatt, (2015) Contrasted with the 

high-setting culture, the correspondence in low-

setting culture is more clear and direct. People will 

in general convey their message expressly. High-

setting cultures incorporate most Asian cultures, in 

which Chinese culture has a place with, while low-

setting cultures incorporate most western cultures, 

in which American culture has a place with. Due to 

the distinction in the manner to convey among 

Chinese and American culture, mistaken 

assumptions that lead to social conflict frequently 

happen. 

Lin and Fu; Yao in Xu, (2014: 10) They will in 

general choose everything for their children and 

request their children to obey them. This exacting 

and controlling raising framework is viewed as 

warm and attentive by the guardians however 

authoritarian by the children 

Birman and Poff, (2016: 1) The children, then 

again, have undoubtedly been Americanized and 

clung to American culture. In American culture, 
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which commends singular opportunity, children will in 

general want to isolate from their parents 

Rothbaum and Xu in Xu, (2014: 10) This implies 

children need to be allowed to choose what is best 

for them and follow their own will. Here, there is a 

social contrast between Chinese-oriented parents 

and American-oriented children. 

U. Kim and Choi in Xu, (2013) This can prompt the 

children's insubordinate demonstration towards their 

parents. Thusly, the parents will likewise feel 

'deceived' by the children (Ying in Ying, et al., 2001: 

343). 

CONCLUSION  

Colonial Desire and Hybridity are intermittent themes 

can be found in the selected fiction of Amitav Ghosh. 

Hybridity is a notable wonder in post colonial 

literature, whose mean to investigate the character of 

man. Man in general has no religion, standing, 

statement of faith and so on humanity level. In any 

case, when he imparts his endurance to any general 

public he needs to follow normal practices and 

traditions. In the progression of the mind boggling 

human setting, he needs to endure a great deal 

because of relocation or immigration and his 

character is changed. Searching for his personality, 

he starts to change himself. Yet, it doesn't imply that 

he gets his own emotional sanctuary. Hybridity 

alludes in its most fundamental sense to mixture. 

The term begins from science and was in this way 

utilized in linguistics and in racial hypothesis in the 

nineteenth century. Its contemporary uses are 

spread over various academic disciplines and are 

striking in popular culture 
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