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Abstract: Contemporary mythological fiction has emerged as an important literary genre that 

reinterprets ancient narratives for modern readers. Amish Tripathi, through his Ram Chandra Series, 

presents not merely a retelling of the Ramayana but a thoughtful exploration of governance, leadership, 

justice, and ethical responsibility. This research paper examines the modern relevance of governance 

principles depicted in the series and analyzes how Tripathi adapts ancient ideals to address 

contemporary political and social concerns. Through the portrayal of Rama’s leadership, the paper 

explores themes such as rule of law, public welfare, ethical leadership, accountability, communication, 

and the balance between tradition and modernity. The study argues that Tripathi’s reinterpretation of 

epic governance offers valuable insights into present-day administrative and political systems. By 

blending mythology with modern sensibilities, the series highlights the timeless relevance of 

responsible leadership and just governance in contemporary society.  
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INTRODUCTION  

Mythological fiction in contemporary Indian literature has gained immense popularity because 

it reinterprets ancient narratives through modern perspectives. Among the most prominent 

writers in this genre is Amish Tripathi, whose Ram Chandra Series revisits the epic story of 

Rama while incorporating contemporary political, ethical, and social concerns.  

The Ram Chandra Series consists of novels such as Scion of Ikshvaku, Sita: Warrior of 

Mithila, and Raavan: Enemy of Aryavarta. Through these narratives, Tripathi reconstructs 

mythological characters as complex human figures dealing with political responsibilities, 

administrative challenges, and moral dilemmas.  

Governance emerges as one of the central themes of the series. Rama is portrayed not merely 

as a divine figure but as an ideal ruler striving to uphold justice, maintain social order, and 

ensure public welfare. Tripathi’s depiction of governance reflects many concerns relevant to 

contemporary societies, including accountability, ethical leadership, social justice, 

communication, and the relationship between rulers and citizens.  
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This research paper examines how the Ram Chandra Series presents enduring principles of 

governance and how these principles remain relevant in the modern world.  

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY  

1. To analyze the portrayal of governance in the Ram Chandra Series.  

2. To examine the modern relevance of ancient political and ethical principles depicted in 

the novels.  

3. To study the themes of justice, leadership, accountability, and welfare in Tripathi’s 

narrative.  

4. To explore the relationship between mythology and contemporary political thought.  

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

This study is analytical and interpretative in nature. It is based on close textual analysis of the 

Ram Chandra Series along with secondary sources such as literary criticism, scholarly articles, 

and studies on mythology and governance. The research focuses on thematic interpretation of 

leadership and political philosophy within the novels.  

RULE OF LAW AND JUSTICE  

One of the most significant principles of governance in the Ram Chandra Series is the rule of 

law and justice. Rama’s unwavering commitment to nyaya forms the foundation of his 

leadership. Tripathi portrays Rama as a ruler who believes that laws must apply equally to 

everyone, regardless of personal relationships or emotional attachments.  

In Scion of Ikshvaku, Rama consistently prioritizes justice over personal comfort. His actions 

reflect the belief that governance requires impartiality and moral discipline. This principle 

closely resembles the modern democratic ideal of equality before the law.  

The controversial episode of Sita’s exile also highlights the tension between personal morality 

and public responsibility. Though modern readers may critique Rama’s decision, Tripathi uses 

this event to demonstrate the immense pressure leaders face when balancing individual 

emotions with societal expectations. This conflict remains highly relevant in contemporary 
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political systems where leaders must often make difficult decisions in the interest of public 

perception and institutional stability.  

Thus, Tripathi’s portrayal of justice emphasizes that effective governance depends upon 

fairness, accountability, and the consistent application of law.  

PUBLIC WELFARE AND RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STATE  

Another important aspect of governance in the series is the emphasis on public welfare. 

Rama’s leadership is deeply connected with the prosperity, safety, and well-being of the 

citizens of Ayodhya.  

The novels portray governance not merely as political authority but as social responsibility. 

Rama and his council work continuously to protect the kingdom from famine, external threats, 

and internal instability. Such concerns reflect the responsibilities of modern governments in 

ensuring economic development, security, healthcare, and social welfare.  

Tripathi presents Ayodhya as a state where rulers are accountable to the people. This reflects 

the democratic expectation that governments should prioritize public welfare over personal or 

political interests.  

Similarly, Sita’s administrative abilities in Sita: Warrior of Mithila further strengthen the 

theme of responsible governance. Her practical approach to administration, economic 

planning, and social management demonstrates the importance of efficient and compassionate 

leadership.  

The focus on welfare governance in the series resonates strongly with contemporary 

discussions about good governance and people-centered administration.  

ETHICAL LEADERSHIP AND ACCOUNTABILITY  

Ethical leadership forms the moral core of the Ram Chandra Series. Rama is portrayed as an 

ideal leader whose actions are guided by honesty, discipline, sacrifice, and commitment to 

duty.  

Tripathi’s interpretation of Rama emphasizes that leadership is not merely about power but 

about moral responsibility. Rama’s willingness to sacrifice personal happiness for societal 

stability highlights the ethical burden associated with governance.  
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Modern political systems continue to value qualities such as integrity, accountability, 

transparency, and responsibility in leaders. Through Rama’s character, Tripathi suggests that 

ethical leadership is essential for maintaining public trust and social harmony.  

Furthermore, the series demonstrates that accountability is central to governance. Leaders are 

expected to answer not only to laws and institutions but also to the moral expectations of 

society. Rama’s constant self-reflection and adherence to duty reinforce the idea that power 

must remain connected with ethical principles.  

TRADITION AND MODERNITY IN GOVERNANCE  

One of the most compelling aspects of the series is the balance between tradition and 

adaptation. Rama operates within the traditional framework of Ikshvaku values and social 

customs, yet he also recognizes the need to adapt to changing circumstances.  

This balance between preserving tradition and embracing progress reflects a major challenge 

faced by modern societies. Governments today must negotiate between cultural heritage and 

modernization, often struggling to maintain traditional values while responding to 

contemporary realities.  

Tripathi portrays governance as dynamic rather than rigid. Rama’s alliances, administrative 

reforms, and responses to social change reveal a pragmatic approach to leadership. This 

adaptability mirrors modern governance systems that must evolve in response to technological 

advancement, globalization, and changing public expectations.  

The series therefore suggests that successful governance requires respect for tradition along 

with openness to reform and innovation.  

COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION MANAGEMENT  

The Ram Chandra Series also highlights the importance of communication in governance. 

Information, public opinion, diplomacy, and rumor significantly influence political stability 

within the narrative.  

The spread of news and public perception in Ayodhya demonstrates how leaders are affected 

by societal narratives. The controversy surrounding Sita’s exile, for instance, reflects the 

power of public opinion in shaping political decisions.  
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This aspect of the narrative strongly resonates with the modern world, where media, digital 

communication, and social networks influence governance and public trust. The challenge of 

misinformation, propaganda, and political communication remains central to contemporary 

politics.  

Tripathi implicitly suggests that effective governance depends upon transparent 

communication, responsible information management, and meaningful engagement between 

rulers and citizens.  

GOVERNANCE AND HUMAN COMPLEXITY  

Unlike traditional portrayals that idealize mythological figures completely, Tripathi humanizes 

his characters by presenting them with emotional and political struggles. Rama is depicted not 

as a flawless divine ruler but as a leader burdened by responsibility, moral dilemmas, and 

difficult choices.  

This humanized portrayal makes the governance themes more relatable and realistic for 

contemporary readers. It reflects the understanding that leadership involves uncertainty, 

sacrifice, and ethical conflict.  

Modern political leadership similarly requires balancing competing interests, managing crises, 

and maintaining public trust despite imperfections. By portraying governance as emotionally 

and morally complex, Tripathi deepens the relevance of ancient political ideals for modern 

audiences.  

CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE OF GOVERNANCE IN THE SERIES  

The governance principles depicted in the Ram Chandra Series remain highly relevant in 

contemporary society. Issues such as corruption, political polarization, inequality, 

misinformation, and leadership crises continue to challenge modern governments.  

Tripathi’s novels remind readers that justice, accountability, ethical leadership, welfare 

policies, and responsible communication are timeless foundations of effective governance.  

The series also demonstrates that mythology can serve as a valuable framework for discussing 

contemporary political and social issues. By connecting ancient wisdom with modern realities, 
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Tripathi encourages readers to reflect upon the qualities necessary for responsible leadership 

in today’s world.  

CONCLUSION  

Amish Tripathi’s Ram Chandra Series offers far more than a modern retelling of the 

Ramayana. Through its exploration of governance, leadership, justice, and ethics, the series 

presents timeless principles that continue to hold relevance in contemporary society.  

The portrayal of Rama’s commitment to justice, public welfare, ethical conduct, 

accountability, and balanced leadership reflects ideals that modern political systems continue 

to value. At the same time, the narrative acknowledges the complexities and challenges 

associated with governance, making its themes realistic and relatable.  

By blending mythology with contemporary concerns, Tripathi demonstrates that ancient epics 

continue to provide meaningful insights into modern political and social life. The Ram 

Chandra Series therefore serves not only as literary entertainment but also as a thoughtful 

reflection on the enduring principles that sustain effective and just governance across time.  
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