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| am one of those students of literature who recognize
and emphasize the enormous contribution of
linguistics to literary scholarship. Especially in the
analysis of matter and especially again in the analysis
of the phonemic principle, the contribution of
linguistics has been invaluable.
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Recent work in linguists and the increased interest in
the linguistic approaches to literary studies have led to
the emergence of modern linguistic theory as a
contributory discipline to the literary criticism.
Linguistics is as much entitled to place in the
baggage of the literary critic as history, biography,
bibliography or psychology — all disciplines which
contribute new fact new ways of looking at facts and
new kinds of theoretical commitments to the crafts of
studying, explaining and evaluating liters are viewed in
this way — as a contributing but not a controlling body
of theory — linguistics gives literary criticism a
theoretical underpinning as necessary to that
undertakings as mathematics to physics. A good critic
is perforce a good linguist.
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