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Abstract – Sociology of education makes contributions to the comprehension of a significant 
organization present in each society education. Since education is an essential establishment in society, 
the sociology of education must concentrate on a variety of salient social issues, numerous with crucial 
approach suggestions. Following a discussion of the different theoretical introductions and techniques 
utilized by sociologists of education, this paper which was composed by individuals from the Board of 
the Sociology of Education Research Committee, examines a determination of these huge and emerging 
issues. In this paper we will talk about the connection and component of educational sociology with the 
challenges and issues looking in issues. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Education is a significant sub-system of society. As a 
sub-system, it is firmly associated with the society of 
which it is a section and furthermore associated with 
other sub-systems in the society. A system of 
education mirrors the objectives of the bigger society 
and this impacts its association. In modern industrial 
social orders, education is firmly associated with 
economic system. The economic system of industrial 
society needs literate and skilled labor, different 
experts, and technically trained individuals in various 
fields, who thus enable society to achieve more 
elevated amounts of industrialization and 
modernization. The activity of preparing these 
individuals is assigned to the system of education. It is 
viewed as a necessary venture to achieve a required 
dimension of improvement in society. In this way the 
system of education turns out to be firmly related to 
the economic system.  

Education is likewise related to the system of 
stratification. In modem industrial society, education 
turns into a way to achieve social mobility. The 
assorted varieties of occupations result in expansion of 
education, including new criteria for status separation. 
In this way another system of stratification creates, 
which considers the educational achievements of 
people in society. In this manner individuals become 
aware of educational opportunities accessible to them. 
Also, recognize that the system of education has its 
internal chain of importance, initially, of advanced 
education, optional education, and essential 
education, and furthermore, of legitimacy, for example, 
top of the line, inferior and so forth.  

With this general idea about the connection among 
education and society, I will discuss the importance of 
Desai's contribution to sociology of education in India. 
Before Desai started his examinations on education, 
the investigation of education in India was concerned 
basically with points, for example, philosophy of 
education, brain science of education, administration 
of education, and the issues of instructor's 
preparation and of methods of instructing. 

MEANING OF SOCIOLOGY OF EDUCATION 

Sociology of Education might be characterized as the 
scientific examination of the social procedures and 
social examples associated with the educational 
system. Brookover and Gottlieb think about that "this 
accepts education is a combination of social acts and 
that sociology is an investigation of human 
interaction." Educational procedure goes on in a 
formal just as in casual circumstances. Sociological 
investigation of the human interaction in education 
may include the two circumstances and might prompt 
the development of scientific generalizations of 
human relations in the educational system.  

The sociology of education is the investigation of how 
public foundations and individual encounters 
influence education and its results. It is most 
concerned with the public schooling systems of 
modern industrial societies, including the expansion 
of higher, further, adult, and proceeding with 
education. It is a philosophical just as a sociological 
idea, meaning ideologies, educational program, and 
pedagogical techniques of the inculcation and 
management of information and the social 
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propagation of personalities and cultures. It is 
concerned with the relationships, exercises and 
reactions of the educators and understudies in the 
study hall. 

THEORY IN THE SOCIOLOGY OF EDUCATION 

As a noteworthy contributor to the field of sociology 
and to the testing of established theories, sociology of 
education assumes a crucial job in the proceeding with 
development of sociology. Émile Durkheim is generally 
viewed as the author of the sociology of education, 
having given a sociological conceptualization of 
education as a system that transmits society's culture 
and social request to new ages. The sociology of 
education likewise derives its conceptual and 
theoretical roots from the contributions of Marx and 
Weber. Marx set out the establishments for conflict 
hypothesis and later conflict theorists have explored 
the ideological job of the state in education as it 
recreates and keeps up class statuses. Weber built up 
a multidimensional approach in which structure, 
human agency, the material and the normative were 
joined.  

As indicated by Bourdieu's (1984) hypothesis of 
praxis, the social world comprises of the historical 
backdrop of aggregation. Education as a piece of 
social and social proliferation is connected to social 
(capital dependent on understudies' social settings 
and opportunities that give learning of the world got 
from live encounters) and ensuing social contrasts 
between understudies. Also, in Bernstein's 'code 
hypothesis' (1975) he explores the execution of 
average workers understudies and contends that 
socialization depends on class. The overwhelming 
school teaching method, notwithstanding language 
and culture, replicates social contrasts between 
classes. In Coleman's (1988) see, in the development 
of human capital, social capital dependent on trust and 
network (for example school's relationship with 
understudies' families and networks) assumes a focal 
job. Social capital alludes to the social assets and 
family organizes understudies convey to their 
educations that influence their opportunities and 
achievement. The investigation of such material and 
emblematic assets in relation to education has 
improved our comprehension of contrasts in 
educational opportunities. In the meantime, it has 
opened up opportunities to influence such contrasts 
through educational approaches.  

Modern and postmodern theories have developed on 
all landmasses. In Chinese and particularly in 
Taiwanese sociology, the shrouded educational 
programs and philosophy are natural ideas, and 
researchers have checked on practically all significant 
theories, including women's liberation, postmodernism, 
Weberian theories, proliferation theories, obstruction 
theories, basic theories, dramaturgical theories, basic 
hypothesis, ethno-methodology, etc (Chang and 
Renjie, 2003). In Latin America, political sociology of 
education, affected by the Brazilian Paulo Freire, is the 
real field. Freire (1921– 97) – 'the best known 

instructor within recent memory' (Gerhardt, 1993: 439) 
– trusted education was a political, not an impartial 
procedure. He has impacted research and approaches 
in proficiency obtaining, education as freedom and 
transformative adult education, and educational 
disparity (see particularly Freire, 2008 [1970]). 
Educational systems mirror a mixed blend of 
philosophical and pedagogical ideas, for example, 
pedagogical positivism, mysticism, humanism, 
normalism and human capital theories, and these 
likewise impact hypothesis and research (Torres, 
2003). 

METHODS IN THE SOCIOLOGY OF 
EDUCATION 

Researchers in the sociology of education have 
constantly utilized a variety of methods in the 
investigation of educational associations and 
processes. From the earliest starting point, the 
standard 'methods of the day' characterized 
educational research. Both qualitative and quantitative 
research strategies prevailed, and regularly the two 
were blended. Amid this period sociologists of 
education realized that the investigation of schools, 
and the understudies inside them, was more complex 
than the methods which were accessible to ponder 
them. Since understudies are settled in study halls, 
and study halls in schools, and schools inside different 
limits, for example, school regions or nations, there 
was recognition of the likelihood of what was called 
'contextual effects', however there were no efficient 
methods through which these effects could be 
contemplated. Before the finish of the 1960s, new 
statistical techniques started to be developed which 
opened up the likelihood of both researching the 
contextual effects of settled information, and 
furthermore for the concurrent analysis of bigger 
quantities of factors (Blau and Duncan, 1967). The 
development of multivariate causal models by Sewell 
and his associates, which came to be known as the 
'Wisconsin model' (Sewell et al., 1969), opened up 
another methodological time, in sociology of 
education, however for sociology in general.  

The most recent quite a few years have seen the 
expansion of statistical techniques, particularly 
determined by the remarkable requests of the analysis 
of educational information. These techniques, for 
example, PLSPath and LISREL (both developed in 
Sweden) and HLM (developed in the United States), 
have been portrayed in Saha and Keeves (2003) and 
Keeves and Darmawan (2009). The initial two 
techniques made it conceivable to make latent factors 
from estimated factors in the equivalent causal model, 
hence propelling the utilization of way models, for 
example, the Wisconsin model. The last technique, 
progressive direct modeling (HLM), was a radical leap 
forward in enabling researchers to consider the settling 
of information to a few dimensions. It is mistaken to 
expect that all advances made in research methods 
have been in the quantitative space. Amid this ongoing 
period, qualitative research methods have likewise 
developed such that upgraded the legitimacy of the 
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investigation of educational processes. The early 
processes of observation, participative observation, 
and the substance investigation of documents have 
extended to include both true to life and narrative 
methods (Antikainen and Komonen, 2003; LeCompte, 
1997). From multiple points of view, these techniques 
have given more top to bottom and touchy 
understandings of how understudies, educators and 
executives ascribe implications and comprehension to 
the everyday existence of instructing and learning at 
all dimensions.  

The methods in the sociology of education have 
advanced in light of the one of kind challenges of 
research on education. The greater part of these 
methods, when developed inside educational 
research, have now turned out to be usually utilized 
inside the sociology train itself, and have made 
conceivable similarly valuable contributions in different 
fields inside sociology. In this manner, it is right to 
state that the interesting issues in educational 
research, particularly from a sociological point of view, 
have implied that sociology of education 'leads the 
way' in the development of research methods and 
statistical techniques (Saha and Keeves, 2003). 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EDUCATIONAL 
SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY OF 
EDUCATION 

Educational sociology is a part of discipline of 
sociology which contemplates the problems of 
relationship among society and education. It advanced 
as a discipline designed to get ready instructors for 
their future assignments. It utilizes the aftereffects of 
sociological researches in planning educational 
exercises and in creating powerful methods of 
realizing these plans. The fundamental point of 
educational sociology was to ponder social interaction. 
Francis Brown thought about that, "All education 
continues by the participation of the person in the 
social awareness of the race". He characterized 
educational sociology as that discipline which applied 
the general standards and discoveries of sociology to 
the procedure of education.  

Educational sociology is by definition a discipline 
which thinks about education sociologically, with the 
premise that it recognizes education as a social truth, 
a procedure and an organization, having a social 
capacity and being resolved socially. It is the 
application of sociological standards and methods to 
the arrangement of problems in an educational 
system. Educational Sociology illuminated the 
importance of the interactions of various components 
of the society with a person. It emphasized the 
progress of the society through the medium of 
education. The problems of schooling and guidelines 
were viewed as problems of the society. The 
educational sociology attempted to respond to the 
inquiries - concerning what sort of education ought to 

be given? What ought to be the educational 
programs? Why kids become delinquent?  

It illuminated those foundations and associations and 
on those social interactions that were significant in 
educational procedure. It utilized educational 
interactions that helped in the development of the 
identity of the individual with the goal that he improves 
as a social being. It was understood that however 
educational sociology influenced everybody to 
understand the social nature of education, formulated 
ideals by which educational planning was guided, 
utilized the theoretical knowledge gathered by 
researches led by either sociologists or educational 
sociologists, there had all the earmarks of being 
confusion concerning what the correct elements of 
educational sociology ought to be. There were 
contrasts of supposition with respect to what sorts of 
researches are to be classified under the head of 
educational sociology.  

This prompted the reasoning that there ought to be a 
separate part of knowledge which can be designated 
as sociology of education. Before long educational 
sociology turned into a recorded marvel. In 1963, the 
Journal of Educational Sociology turned into the 
Journal of Sociology of Education. Sociology of 
Education might be characterized as the scientific 
analysis of the social processes and social patterns 
engaged with the educational system. 

FUNCTIONS OF EDUCATION IN SOCIETY 

Acquisition of knowledge and development of the 
personality of an individual is never again dared to be 
the primary function of education. Functions are 
assumed to happen without directed exertion. From 
the sociological perspective, education has the 
accompanying functions:  

Assimilation and transmission of culture/traditions: 
This should be done intentionally and specifically on 
the grounds that traditions should be chosen for 
transmission just as omission relying upon their 
esteem and desirability in the present democratic set-
up. For instance, one needs to engender the idea of 
'Sarva Dharma Samabhav' signifying 'all Dharmas 
(certainties) are equivalent to or agreeable with one 
another'. Lately this announcement has been taken 
as signifying "all religions are the equivalent" - that all 
religions are only unique ways to God or a similar 
spiritual goal. It accentuates moral duties in society 
that individuals ought to have towards one another. In 
the meantime education ought to encourage 
individuals to get rid of the custom of youngster 
marriage, untouchability and so on. 

• Acquisition/clarification of individual qualities  

• Self-acknowledgment/self-reflection: 
consciousness of one's capacities and goals  
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• Self-esteem/self-adequacy  

• Thinking creatively  

• Cultural thankfulness: workmanship, music, 
humanities  

• Developing a feeling of prosperity: mental and 
physical wellbeing  

• Acquisition/clarification of qualities related to 
the physical condition  

• Respect: giving and getting recognition as 
human creatures  

• Capacity/ability to carry on with a satisfying life  

Development of new social patterns: Today the world 
is changing extremely quick because of development 
of technology and correspondence. So alongside 
safeguarding of customary qualities, new qualities, 
social patterns should be developed where: 

• Citizens established in their own cultures but 
open to different cultures are produced. 

• Global standpoint is encouraged. 

• Knowledge is progressed so that economic 
development runs connected at the hip with 
dependable management of the physical and 
human condition. 

• Citizens who comprehend their social duties 
are produced. 

• Citizens who can evaluate information and 
foresee future results are developed – in short 
who can partake in basic leadership. 

• Who have the capacity/ability to search out 
elective arrangements and evaluate them are 
trained – the individuals who are trained in 
problem understanding 

Activation of constructive and creative forces: 
Education should develop a certified and creative 
workforce that can adapt to new technologies and 
participate in the 'intelligence revolution' that is the 
driving force of our economies. It should: 

• Ensure capacity/ability to win a living: 
profession education  

• Develop mental and physical abilities: motor, 
thinking and correspondence, social, stylish  

• Produce citizens who can adapt, change as 
indicated by social condition,  

• Produce citizens, who can contribute towards 
the progress of society,  

• Produce citizens, who will live democratically,  

• Create people, who will utilize relaxation time,  

• Train people to adapt to change or get ready 
for change, better still start change in the 
society,  

• Develop people, who are available to other 
people and mutual comprehension and the 
estimations of peace,  

• Promote knowledge of moral practices and 
ethical norms worthy by society/culture  

• Develop capacity/ability to recognize and 
evaluate distinctive perspectives  

• Develop comprehension of human relations 
and inspirations 

EDUCATION AND STRATIFICATION 

It is necessary to ponder the relationship among 
education and social stratification. Violence and Desai 
contend that in pre-industrial societies education was 
confined to the privileged of nobles and the recorders. 
In modern industrial societies, the vast majority of the 
occupations require formal preparing dependent on at 
least book learning, while the higher positions in any 
occupation require a more noteworthy measure of 
formal learning and preparing. Along these lines, in 
modem society's education is a significant rule for 
securing occupational opportunities. Accordingly, 
education turns into methods for getting occupational 
opportunity and upward social mobility. To achieve 
this, the boundaries to education must be evacuated.  

Industrialized societies vary in the level of mobility they 
achieve. In India, education alone does not decide an 
individual's social status; however education together 
with caste, religion, race, income, occupation, and so 
on impacts it. At the point when education is equipped 
to the occupational structure and in the event that 
educational opportunities are similarly accessible to 
every one of the gatherings in society, at that point it 
turns into a powerful channel for social mobility. In 
cutting edge societies, education is outfitted to the 
occupation and income structure; however educational 
opportunities are not similarly accessible. Some 
developing nations have acknowledged the benefit of 
giving equality of opportunities, however ideological 
and social factors avert the achievement of such 
qualities. The economic factors likewise make troubles 
in giving equality of opportunity to all. For Desai and 
Gore, arrangement of equality meant arrangement of a 
universal system of education and free education for 
the individuals who can't bear to pay for it for 
developing nations this is past the span of the 
resources this way they give universal essential 
education alone. For developing societies the assets 
are scarce and no legislature can bolster all 
commendable yet penniless understudies. So equality 
in educational opportunities is a far off goal for them. 



 

 

 

Dr. Sandhya Kumari Singh* 

w
w

w
.i
g

n
it

e
d

.i
n

 

5 

 

 Journal of Advances and Scholarly Researches in Allied Education 
Vol. XI, Issue No. XXI, April-2016, ISSN 2230-7540 

 

Generally, education is exorbitant however great 
education is considerably costlier. Along these lines, a 
system of private schools emerged in which 
understudies need to pay higher charges to meet their 
consumption. In addition, understudies trained in 
private schools are favored for employments. In this 
way, education turns into a method for proceeding with 
economic contrasts.  

Besides, in developing nations where educational 
offices are limited and openings for work rely on 
educational capabilities, educational degrees and 
confirmations become a status image. In this manner, 
education turns into an extraordinary divider in 
developing nations. This makes a hole among 
instructed and uneducated based on language, way of 
life, and pattern of living. There is likewise no 
successful channel of correspondence between these 
two gatherings. 

EDUCATION AND GLOBALIZATION 

Globalization has profoundly affected educational 
systems in developed and developing countries, with 
huge numbers of its consequences being 
unanticipated. Contemporary societies are in a period 
of profound changes, where the national space-time 
has been lost, step by step, since the 1970s. The 
primacy in relation to the developing importance of 
space time globally and locally has prompted the 
emergency of national social contracts, which formed 
the basis of the modern development of focal states.  

As Dale (2001) contends, most evident effects of 
globalization in educational policies result from the 
rearrangement of states' priorities in winding up 
progressively focused, in particular in order to attract 
speculations of transnational companies to their 
nations. It is additionally contended that trans-
nationalization of education is a type of 'low-intensity 
globalization' (Santos, 2001; Teodoro, 2003), halfway 
on the grounds that substantial statistical research 
ventures have a backhanded effect on national 
education policies and furthermore on account of the 
relationship established between universal 
associations and the formulation of these policies. In 
this sense, the focal point of educational administration 
remains to a great extent under state control, in spite 
of the fact that it is conceivable to identify new types of 
reconfiguration. The manner in which guideline works 
is presently profoundly impacted by supranational 
forces, just as by political-economic forces.  

Then again, Meyer (1997) out that there is a World-
Wide Common Culture that sees the development of 
national educational systems as based on the basis of 
universal models of education, state and country. This 
implies foundations of country state and state 
themselves are formed by guidelines, ideologies and 
universal normal qualities. Notwithstanding, Ball 
(2003) has noticed that arrangement among 
developed countries with economic (and educational) 

policies of the World Trade Organization, the 
International Monetary Fund, the World Bank and the 
OECD has resulted in weights on developing countries 
to 'Naturalize' their economies and to utilize an 
American or a First World model in the association of 
schooling. The sociology of education in Central and 
Southern Africa has tended to the conflict between the 
vestiges of colonial approaches to education and 
those that esteem the contributions of nearby cultures 
and practices. Researchers recognize that in a 
globalizing world kids in African schools must be 
focused, yet additionally should not lose their cultural 
heritage. Else, they will probably just esteem what 
originates in the nations of their previous colonizers 
(Awasom, 2009). 

SOCIAL CONTROL IN THE SOCIOLOGY OF 
EDUCATION 

Social control, be it visible or invisible, explicit or 
implicit, exerted through such social establishments 
as religion, law, drug and education, keeps up social 
request to the extent that it gives a strong basis to 
social development and progress. For an education 
system to satisfy the social control function by means 
of its socialization-selection task during an era of 
exceptional social change, school educational 
module, guidance and assessment need to change in 
like manner. Given these, relations among education 
and social control require restored discussions. 
Steady with the issue of social control is the need to 
reconfigure ideas, for example, citizenship and social 
solidarity in light of globalization and trans-state 
residency. Such issues have been tended to in work 
by Green et al. (2006), Kivisto and Faist (2007), Faist 
and Kivisto (2008), Bloemraad et al. (2008), Mugge 
(2012) and most as of late by Saha (2013). Saha has 
contended that citizenship education does not try to 
produce 'careless congruity' to the social, political and 
metro standards of society, yet rather the ability of 
citizens to take part in an open and informed 
discussion about relevant national and global issues. 
As far back as World War II, with the rise of 
numerous new nation states, and furthermore 
following the separation of the Soviet Union in 1991, 
there has emerged a developing overall trend to 
include progressively social and citizenship thinks 
about into school educational program as a type of 
nation building and national incorporation (Saha, 
2013: 8). Found along these lines, social control as a 
sociological idea is definitely not a domineering and 
constraining force on human conduct, yet an open 
and dynamic procedure whereby change happens in 
an ordered and socially integrated way.  

In light of worries about the relationship among 
education, globalization, accountability citizenship 
and social control, the Sociology of Education 
Research Committee (RC04) of the International 
Sociological Association has dedicated a series of 
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conferences to the between connection among social 
control, education, globalization and accountability. 

CONCLUSION 

Education is viewed as an essential of economic 
development however there were not very many 
examinations on Indian education with regards to 
development. The outside relationship of education 
with other sub-systems, for example, family 
relationship system, social stratification system, and 
political system, are for the most part altogether 
discussed with legitimate detail. The internal 
association of education and how the three gatherings, 
in particular, instructors, understudies and, directors, 
communicate with one another is likewise discussed 
great. This gives a generally amazing rule to the 
individuals who need to do research in the field of 
education.  

Sociology of Education is an all India report on field 
ponders embraced in eight conditions of India so as to 
discover the role of education in society, and what role 
it could play in realizing social change. In this way, the 
emphasis was to see education as an instrument of 
social change. Regularly education is relied upon to 
perform two to some degree opposing Junctions: to 
guarantee continuity of tradition and to initiate change. 
Be that as it may, actually you discover a combination 
of old and new existing together in social life. This is 
on the grounds that social change does not mean a 
total break with the past, and some change is 
constantly initiated or presented. Presently, while 
utilizing education as an instrument of social change, 
the policymakers needed to choose what parts of 
cultural life they wished to proceed and what 
perspectives to change. Along these lines, it isn't 
difficult to play out the two Junctions if the society so 
wants. This was the main all-India report about the 
three significant members inside the education 
system. The information is voluminous and the 
statistical analysis is handled with efficiency. The 
individuals from the coordinating board were in charge 
of the design of this investigation and I.P. Desai was 
an individual from this board of trustees. The utilization 
of questionnaire method in sociological research was 
not all that basic when they chose to utilize it for this 
investigation. In that sense it very well may be said 
that this examination was a test for them and they 
were effective in finishing the investigation. 
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