
 

 

 

 

Neelam1* Dr. Shish Ram Boyat2 
 
 

w
w

w
.i
g

n
it

e
d

.i
n

 

622 
 

 Journal of Advances and Scholarly Researches in Allied Education 
Vol. 12, Issue No. 2, January-2017, ISSN 2230-7540 

 

Dr. Annie Besant and Her Role in India‟s 
Struggle for Independence: Indian History 

 

Neelam1* Dr. Shish Ram Boyat2 

1
Research Scholar of OPJS University, Churu, Rajasthan 

2
Associate Professor, OPJS University, Churu, Rajasthan 

Abstract – This study manages the Annie Besant's open vocation, political exercises and arrangement of 
Home Rule League in the National movement. This period is of incredible centrality in the historical 
backdrop of the national struggle for it was out of the blue that a lady, Annie Besant, drove the national 
movement. Her compositions and talks amid this period for the most part managed contentions against 
the British rule i.e., the neediness of India, the deplete (Home charges), work of Indians in general society 
administrations, official predisposition in the organization of equity, armed force commissions and 
railroad approach. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Annie Wood, famously known as Annie Besant, was 
conceived on October 1, 1847 in London to William 
Burton Persse Wood and Emily Roche Morris, an 
Irish Lady. Annie Besant's maternal granddad Roche 
Morris hailed from Ireland. William Wood's mom was 
Irish however his dad originated from a since a long 
time ago settled Devon cultivating family. At the point 
when Annie was a kid the name of Wood was 
popular in the city and in the nation everywhere 
because of the adventures of the oldest child, who 
left Devon toward the finish of the eighteen century 
and made a profession in business and in politics. 
Matthew Wood, Annie's incredible uncle, was an 
acclaimed Sheriff and Lord Mayor of London. He was 
chosen to Parliament as part for the City in 1817, and 
championed two prominent causes: that of Queen 
Caroline, and that of the prolifigate Duke of Kent. 

At the point when Annie Besant was not really five 
years of age she lost her dad. After the end of her 
significant other, it was an attempting time for Annie 
Besant's mom to make both the finishes meet. She 
needed to deal with little Annie, her siblings Henry 
and Alfred. Finding the going intense, Annie Besant's 
mom abandoned her little girl under the care of Miss 
Marryat, a far off relative. 

LIFE OF ANNIE BESANT‟S 

The life of Annie Besant (1847– 1933) is set apart by 
a noteworthy range of commitment which involved 
various intersections of outskirts and limits outlining 

social, cultural, ideological, geo-political and sexual 
orientation refinements. Amid her initial profession 
she was a noticeable supporter of logic, secularism, 
women's rights, conception prevention, and 
socialism. She later swung to Theosophy and settled 
in India, where she turned into the President of the 
Theosophical Society and a critical figure in the 
Indian independence movement. Her life story can to 
a significant degree be viewed as a self-referential 
mixing of political, profound and trans-cultural 
undertakings. 

While the mix of the political and otherworldly is a 
component of Besant's life story that is imparted to 
other contemporary savvy people and pioneers, it 
picks up an extra many-sided quality as it dove-tails 
with an express trans-cultural undertaking worried 
about deciphering thoughts and terms from one 
culture into another, and proposing it as an answer 
for what she viewed as an emergency of 
expansionism and realism, and additionally of old 
qualities. 

JOURNALISTIC ACTIVITY OF DR. ANNIE 
BESANT 

News coverage puts the wheel of advance of a 
country progressing till the state achieves 
flawlessness. The ownership of a reasonable 
conscience by the journalist will set the things of 
assessing the state of a state in its genuine point of 
view. 
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So a journalist "should never shrivel from his 
commitment to serve without fear, to advise the 
general population, uncover the agitator, to criticize 
the wayward and encourage the timid in a word to 
give sound remark on open life."1 Under such 
conditions in India Journalism was started amid the 
early many years of the19th century and with the 
beginning of the twentieth century the Indian press 
turned into an indispensable piece of the Indian 
national movement. At the time, for its survival, it 
needed to help the arrangements of the pioneer Raj 
and it was a criticizer and evaluator of the strategies 
and the exercises of the British rule. Annie Besant 
had composed parcel of books and handouts on 
different subjects, for example, Theosophical, 
historical, self-portraying, on Religion, Queen's Hall 
addresses on Indian culture, instruction, social 
change, Indian politics and her ordered works. These 
realities uncover that she was a productive essayist 
as well as was an incredible journalist of 
extraordinary legitimacy. She was the first to make 
the Theosophical Society to utilize the print media in 
a viable way to lecture and advance Theosophy. 

Besant's underlying works in India fixated on 
profound beliefs. Her prior works on Vedas, 
Upanishads, Bhagawat Gita, Hinduism and so on., 
with the utilization of the formals, for example, Amirta 
Bazar Patrika, the Indian Theosophists and 
Theosophy in India and so forth., uncover her as a 
journalist. Her commitments to the revivalism of 
Hinduism through her addresses additionally 
discovered place in the diaries specified previously. 
By utilizing the press Mrs. Besant could accomplish 
her points of the evacuation of the materialistic 
demeanor and the teaching of mysticism in the 
psyches of the Indians. 

ANNIE BESANT AS AN ATHEIST 

Annie Besant continually acting naturally looking at 
questions soon sneaked in her confidence. It was the 
long a very long time of anguish through which she 
had been going, with the apparently purposeless 
tormenting of her little one as a peak that struck the 
principal dazzling blow at her faith in god as a lenient 
father of Men. 

She had been going to the poor a decent 
arrangement, and had denoted the patient enduring 
of their lives; her worshiped mother had been 
cheated by a legal advisor she had trusted and was 
dove into obligation by his non-installment of the 
wholes that ought to have gone through his 
companions to others; her own particular brilliant life 
had been covered by torment and rendered her 
debased by a grievous feeling of subjugation and 
there was her powerless, perfect darling tormented 
for quite a long time had left slight and enduring. The 
smooth of her past life made the discord additionally 
startling, and the sudden dive into conditions so new 
thus horrible bewildered and shocked her. Her 

religious past turned into the most exceedingly bad 
foe of the anguish present. All the individual 
confidence in Christ, all her extreme confidence his 
consistent way of issues, all her propensity for 
constant petition and of acknowledgment of his 
essence all were against her. The specific tallness of 
her trust was the measure of the stun when the trust 
gave away. 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIETY 

Annie Besant's multi-faceted identity was reflected in 
various circles of her social life. The present study 
thinks about her different commitments to society 
amid the dynamic period of her life in the sub-
landmass. The inescapable impact of contemporary 
social conditions in England and Ireland, her 
support out in the open movements, her conjugal 
relations courageous distinction and relationship 
with Theosophy left an indelible impact at the 
forefront of her thoughts about society, human 
instinct and good qualities. In the meantime, her 
initial encounters in Europe and her dynamic part in 
Theosophical Society set the motivation for her 
future game-plan. 

Dr. Besant rebelled against tyke marriages. As a 
genuine social reformer she felt that "it is important 
for the welfare of India as a country that she might 
break the custom of the marriage of the kid, and 
return to the statelier, the sounder and the better 
states of the senior circumstances". She trusted that 
the eventual fate of India as a country relies upon 
the cancelation of youngster marriage among the 
general population. 

CONCLUSION 

As an Educationist Mrs. Annie Besant's 
commitment and her endeavors in beginning the 
Central Hindu College and further the foundation of 
Hindu University is one of the best accomplishment 
in the educational history of India. Mrs. Annie 
Besant's work in the educational field as an 
educationist was intended to stir in Indians the 
cognizance of a genuine tone of the nation and 
toleration of all confidence, with the goal that their 
solidarity may stay whole and they may neither 
permit their well-established mechanical and 
agricultural life to die nor allow their antiquated 
culture to vanish. It was Mrs. Annie Besant who 
said that the resident of tomorrow is the thing that 
his education of to-day makes him and the subject 
of education must exercise our consideration at 
each snapshot of our reality. Unimportant book of 
information is no education and there might be 
extremely learned individuals who may truly be 
disregard entertains. Our Education should fit us, as 
Mrs. Annie Besant endeavored to do, to be solid of 
body, caution of brain, hefty of heart, should give us 
that culture that may empower us to go ahead with 
our kindred men in friendship and amicability ought 
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to impart in us that character alone can make men 
equipped for playing out their obligations in life, well 
and genuinely. 
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