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Abstract – Social networking is a tool used by people all over the world to promote communication. In 
modern times, people are interacting in many different ways, some by telephone, some by E-mail and 
some by chatting networks. Every day, people are using the computer to talk with one another and social 
networking sites are a big reason for this In this paper we will discuss the impact of social networking 
sites on the real world. Social networking is a dedicated website or other application which enables users 
to communicate with each other by posting information, comments, messages, images, etc. A social 
network is a theoretical construct useful in the social sciences to study relationships between 
individuals, groups, organizations, or even entire societies. A social networking website consists of 
information about each user .i.e. profile his/her social links, and a variety of additional services. Most 
social network services are web-based and provide means for users to interact over the Internet, such as 
e-mail and instant messaging. Social networking sites allow users to share ideas, activities, events, and 
interests within their individual networks. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Social networking on websites is a social and 
technological innovation that cannot be ignored in 
the society. The process of creating, building, and 
nurturing virtual communities and relationships 
between people online is known as social 
networking. Social Networking means a network of 
social interactions and personal relationships. A 
social networking service is an online service, 
platform, or site that focuses on facilitating the 
building of social networks or social relations among 
people. Social networking is the grouping of 
individuals into specific groups. A number of 
websites are used for social networking. These 
websites are known as social sites. These websites 
provide an important linking element between users 
that allows friends to communicate directly with each 
other. Because people often have friends from 
different places and different times in their lives, 
social networking sites provide an opportunity to 
keep in touch with old friends and to meet new 
people as well. 

With the rise of websites like facebook, twitter, social 
networking may be in the position of replacing 
traditional interactions for the coming generation. 
Traditional interactions will continue to be at risk if we 
don‘t realize the effect of our social media. 

Social networking websites function like an online 
community of internet users. Many of these online 
community members share common interests in 

hobbies, religion, politics and alternative lifestyles. 
Once you are granted access to a social networking 
website you can begin to socialize. This 
socialization may include reading the profile pages 
of other members and possibly even contacting 
them. 

Definition 

―A social network is a social structure made up of 
individuals (or organizations) called ‗nodes‘, which 
are tied (connected) by one or more specific types 
of interdependency, such as friendship, kinship, 
common interest, financial exchange, dislike, sexual 
relationships, or relationships of beliefs, knowledge 
or prestige.‖ 

Social Network Sites 

A Web site that provides a virtual community for 
people to share their daily or even moment-to-
moment activities with family and friends, or to 
share their interest in a particular topic, or to 
increase their circle of acquaintances. We define 
social network sites as web-based services that 
allow individuals to 

(1) Construct a public or semi-public profile 
within a bounded system. 

(2) Articulate a list of other users with whom 
they share a connection. 
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(3) View and traverse their list of connections 
and those made by others within the system. 

The nature and nomenclature of these connections 
may vary from site to site. It is Abbreviated as SNS 
a social networking site is the phrase used to 
describe any Web site that enables users to create 
public profiles within that Web site and form 
relationships with other users of the same web site 
who access their profile. Social networking sites can 
be used to describe community-based Web sites, 
online discussions forums, chat rooms and other 
social spaces online. 

There are dating sites, friendship sites, and sites with 
a business purpose and hybrids that offer a 
combination of these. Globally, hundreds of millions 
have joined one or more social sites such as 
Facebook, MySpace and LinkedIn. Members create 
their own online "profile" with biographical data, 
pictures and any other information they choose to 
post. They communicate with each other by making 
their latest thoughts public in a blog-like format or via 
e-mail, instant messaging, voice or 
videoconferencing to selected members. The service 
lets members find and invite other members into their 
personal network (to "friend" them) as well as invite 
friends of friends 

 

Figure 1.1 Lists of Social Networking Websites 

Below are some data that summarize the growth of 
social networking service and their general 
relevance.  While its growth has slowed, the level of 
user engagement with the platform has increased. 
Other platforms like Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest 
and LinkedIn saw significant increases over the past 
year in the proportion of online adults who now use 
their sites. 

 

Social media users in the entire adult population 

The results of this report are primarily focused on all 
internet users. In the corresponding table, the usage 
figures of the five social networking platforms 
measured are presented as a proportion of the total 
American adult population. Social networking 
websites such as facebook , gained over 100 million 
users in the year 2014 to 2015 in UK. Business use 
of social media doubled from 13% to 25% between 
2014 and 2015. 

 

Top Social Networking Sites 

Ranking Sites Estimated 
Monthly 
visitors 

1.  Facebook 550,000,000 

2.  Twitter 95,8000,000 

3.  MySpace 80,500,000 

4.  Linkedin 50,000,000 

5.  Ning 42,000,000 

6.  Tagged 30,000,000 
 

Positive Impact of Social Networking 

While there are risks inherent in online social 
networking, there are also many potential benefits. 

Guaranteed Meeting Places: Individuals can meet 
each other and chat over Facebook, or open a video 
chat through Google+. Rather than having to travel to 
specific locations, or try to work times out in which 
everyone is near a central location, people can plan 
to meet at times that work for all of their schedules. 

Keep in Touch:  Social networking provides a great 
way for you to stay in touch with people who may 
have moved away. Normally, people try to stay in 
touch with friends via phone calls and the occasional 
letter or e-mail, but busy lives make it difficult to 
maintain contact. However, social networking is such 
a regularly used medium that it's easy to stay in 
touch with people even when they move away. 
Social networking also allows you to reach out to 
potential customers without spending exorbitant 
amounts of money on advertising while staying in 
touch with current customers. 
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Professional Networking: For professionals and 
academics, social networking sites allow users to 
create networks of like-minded people. Academics 
find other scholars to share research or ideas, or 
simply to talk to and "get their name out there". 
Professionals find mutual friends and possible 
clients, employers, or business partners. Social 
networking expands the horizons of what sort of 
contacts people can make in their professional lives. 

Staying Informed about the World: People on 
social networking sites share what interests them, 
such as news on current events. People who share 
those interests, or who just want to stay informed, 
can read these stories and share them as well. 
Eventually, these stories make their to users who 
may have never read them. Since stories are shared 
through "word of mouth," smaller news outlets such 
as blogs can get exposure, and social network users 
are overall connected to a larger pool of new 
information and opinion. 

Finding New Customers: A social network gives 
you the chance to reach out to new customers, as 
well. One way to use your social network to find new 
customers is to reach out to current ones. Tweet or 
post on your wall, offering a special discount to 
current customers for every new person who follows 
or likes your business. 

Get Feedback: You can use social networking to get 
feedback on ideas immediately, or to ask questions 
and get answers quickly. If you're developing a 
product or even just an idea, you can bounce it off 
your friends and social networking contacts and find 
out what they think about it. 

Negatives effects of Social Networking 

1. Social networking is lacking anonymity 
because one have to input the personal 
information .i.e. name, location, age, gender 
and many other type of information. 

2. The chances of scams and harassment are 
much higher as you are at risk to face cyber 
stalking, online scams and identity theft. 

3. There is no privacy in this system. One 
reason that many people are wary of 
uploading their photos or videos to a social 
networking site like Facebook is because 
they are concerned about retaining the 
copyright to their work. 

4. One thing we often forget while having fun 
on social networks is that almost anybody 
can see what we are doing. While we are 
tagging photos of what we did on the 
weekends or using social networks on 
company time it can be easy to forget that 

someone at work may see this and the result 
could cost you your job. 

5. Some people may use fake profiles and that 
may cause security breaches. 

6. If you are new to social networking, learning 
the process can be very time consuming. 

7. Social media is responsible for 
revolutionizing traditional communication. 
However, research has shown that social 
networking sites can be very addictive. 
People who use social networking sites for 
their daily communication are hooked to a 
point that they neglect health 
responsibilities, especially their diet. The 
addictive nature of social media leads to 
eating disorders, obesity, heart problems, 
sleep disorders, and other pertinent health 
issues. 

8. The one potential risk of social networking 
cited most often is that of hacking. Incidents 
of profiles and accounts being hacked into 
are commonplace. 

9. Another potential hazard of putting up 
pictures and videos on these websites is 
that they could be used for defamation. 

10. Most social network web sites have a 
minimum age limit so that young children 
cannot make profiles. However, it is easy to 
fool these systems. Make sure they are not 
entering too much private data, such as 
their home address or what school they go 
to. 

CONCLUSION 

Social Networking website is a revolutionary idea 
with a very bright future with further scope for 
advancements. The opportunities provided from this 
medium are immense and many organizations are 
making use of this medium to better their practice. 
Organizations are no longer at the mercy of the 
media to advertise or convey their message. With 
the help of social networking they can advertise or 
communicate in a more efficient way. For example, 
Starbucks have started a very successful program 
in which a person from any part of the world can 
login to a website to write comments and discuss 
issues. Similarly people don‘t have to rely on 
newspapers or TV to get their daily dose of news it 
can all be obtained from a social networking site. 
People can follow or get information from any part 
of the world. For example Twitter allows a user to 
follow anything from airline timing to the next 
breaking news from china. It is even used by 
politicians to get their message across. The world is 
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getting closer everyday and everyone wants to be 
connected. In terms of personal relationships too the 
social networking is connecting people. 
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