
 

 

 

Dr. Rohit Bharti* 

 

w
w

w
.i
g

n
it

e
d

.i
n

 

227 

 

 Journal of Advances and Scholarly Researches in Allied Education 
Vol. XIV, Issue No. 2, January-2018, ISSN 2230-7540 

 

Trends and Patterns of Urbanization and Their 
Political Challenges in India: Some Theoretical 

Aspects 

 

Dr. Rohit Bharti* 

Ph.D., Political Science 

Abstract – The fundamental objective of this paper is to investigate the current past trends and patterns 
of urbanization, urban economic development, and urban value estimated by urban destitution and 
imbalance in India. Moreover, it audits the distinctive urban development policies and projects which 
are embraced in various Plan Periods in India. The investigation demonstrates that higher rate of 
urbanization is related with higher economic development, bring down level of neediness and higher 
degree of disparity in urban India. At last, the investigation recommends that Indian government needs 
to accelerate the urbanization rate as it contributes higher offer of national GDP by diminishing urban 
destitution and imbalance. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

INTRODUCTION 

Political parties are considered by numerous as 
moderate organizations between the citizen and the 
state. They are viewed as having a vital place in a 
majority rule government, conveying the heaviness of 
desires and yearnings upwards from citizen to state. 
Thus they additionally assume the liability of figuring 
general society strategy for the advancement of their 
citizens downwards, from state to citizen. This in the 
expressions of political science is known as intrigue 
verbalization and intrigue accumulation. In this 
procedure, they play out numerous capacities and 
build up different identities as one can take note. 

As of late, notoriety of the two parties and leaders are 
in a state of confuse,. Parties and legislators have 
been blamed for disintegrating the democratic system 
by rehearsing and expanding their own additions and 
impact. To put it plainly, political parties unyieldingly 
seek after their own particular tight political enthusiasm 
to the detriment of the more prominent basic great, 
which is really a takeoff from hypothesis. Be that as it 
may, without their political organization and 
mobilization, the democratic system would not have 
worked. Real changes have occurred since 
Independence in India's gathering system. The works 
on these in reality inspect and assess changes both 
inside political parties and the gathering system. At the 
focal point of the adjustment in the gathering system, 
the ascent of the BJP in India and in Karnataka, really 
have added to a move in politics in India should start 
with a comprehension of the part of political parties in 
democratic systems all in all. 

This as it were repeat that parties are without a 
doubt basic to the working of vote based system; 
they perform fluctuated works inside and outside 
the domain of politics. Their leadership and policies, 
interior practices, and the patterns of 
communication with different parties and 
organizations can have significant results for the 
system of governance. As a cornerstone political 
establishment in delegate administration, the cutting 
edge political gathering frequently satisfies three 
basic capacities: designating possibility for open 
workplaces; detailing and setting the plan for open; 
and preparing support for hopefuls and policies in a 
decision. Different foundations play out some of 
these capacities as well. What, in any case, 
recognizes parties is their accentuation on linkage. 
Parties are seen, both by their individuals and by 
others, as organizations for fashioning joins 
amongst citizens and strategy creators. Their raison 
stop is to make a substantive association between 
the ruler and ruled. 

Political parties are fundamental to Indian political 
life. Their part in political mobilization, governance, 
the plan and execution of economic and social 
approach, ethnic clash, dissident developments, 
and the working of popular government has for 
quite some time been the focal point of 
examination. Their centrality emerges from the way 
that they are the key connection amongst individual 
and state, and society. Political parties give the 
essential association between social process and 
approach creators, and impact civil arguments and 
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policies on issues influencing the interests of different 
social groups in the political system. 

A standout amongst the latest marvels saw in India is 
the arrangement of urban agglomerations, which is 
characterized as geographic centralization of urban 
populace and economic exercises. This suggests 
urban agglomeration incorporates yet not equivalent to 
urbanization. Urban India has been encountering an 
enduring increment in the offer of its urban populace, 
rise of new urban communities or towns, sizeable 
commitment to the nation's national wage, 
diminishment of neediness, expanding imbalance, and 
lower level of comprehensive development. 

We depict urbanization trends from Census period 
1961 to 2011. Urban economic development is 
depicted from 1971 to most recent accessible years. 
To gauge urban value as far as urban neediness and 
disparity, the year 2009-10 is particularly decided for 
the accessibility of most recent 66th Round of National 
Sample Survey Organization's (NSSO) Household 
Consumer Expenditure Survey in India for that year. 
The thought of study periods is principally in view of 
following reasons: 

In the first place, the accessibility of full data for the 
different urban markers utilized as a part of this paper. 
Second, with respect to the first run through 1961 
Census has embraced the uniform and inflexible 
meaning of urban zones. Third, to exhibit the current 
past situations of urbanization for the important 
strategy suggestions. 

The Indian subcontinent shares, with Mesopotamia 
and the Nile valley, a long history of urbanization. The 
primary period of urbanization in the Indus valley is 
related with the Harappan progress going back to 
2350BC. The urban communities of this progress 
thrived over a time of over 600 years up to around 
1700 BC and this was trailed by a delayed time of over 
a thousand years in which we have no proof of urban 
development. From around 600BC, we again go over 
towns and urban communities related with the two 
noteworthy, yet firmly related, social surges of India, in 
particular the Aryan human advancement of the North 
and the Dravidian development of the South. From this 
period onwards, for around 2500 years, India has had 
a pretty much consistent history of urbanization. In any 
case, we know from recorded confirmation that thee 
small the two times of urban development and times of 
urban decay. In this manner urban communities 
developed in number and in estimate amid the 
Mauryan and post-Mauryan periods (from 300 BC to 
AD 600) both in northern India and in addition in the 
extraordinary south. Urban areas declined and were to 
a great extent disregarded amid the post Gupta period, 
that is from AD 600 to 1200. Urbanization on a curbed 
scale prospered in northern India affected by Muslim 
rulers, who came to India from Afghanistan and past 
from around AD 1200, and accomplished a moment 
peak amid the Mughal period, when huge numbers of 

India's urban communities were built up. The British 
came to India when India was maybe the most 
urbanized country on the planet, and the early piece of 
British govern saw a decrease in the level of Indian 
urbanization. Amid the later 50% of British administer, 
Indian urban communities recovered some of their lost 
significance; further, the British included a few new 
towns and urban areas, notwithstanding producing 
more current urban structures in the current urban 
communities. The post-Independence period has seen 
urbanization in India on a scale at no other time 
accomplished. 

According to 2011 figures, the state has an aggregate 
populace of 72,597,565 people of which the urban 
populace involves 20,059,666 people representing a 
urban populace of 27.6 percent which is an expansion 
from the urban populace of 26.5 percent announced in 
2001. The quantity of towns in the state have 
expanded from 394 out of 2001 to 476 of every 
2011. A gander at the decennial status of towns, 
from 1901-2011, uncovers that the quantity of towns 
in Madhya Pradesh have developed all the more 
quickly in contrast with the national normal figures. 

TRENDS IN URBANIZATION 

The Office of the Registrar General and Census 
Commissioner of India anticipated the urban 
populace for the year 2011 to 358 million, and 
evaluated that urban populace development rates 
would decay from 2.75% for every annum saw amid 
1991-2001 to 2.23 amid 2001-2011 (Regis¬trar 
General and Census Commissioner 2006). Urban 
specialists likewise trusted that India's urbanization 
would back off be-reason for its exclusionary nature 
and its in¬ability to goad country to-urban relocation 
(Kundu 2007, 2011). Notwithstanding, the 2011 
Census demonstrates some sudden outcomes. As 
per the 2011 Census, the urban populace developed 
to 377 million demonstrating a development rate of 
2.76% for each annum amid 2001-2011. The level of 
urbanization in the nation overall expanded from 
27.7% of every 2001 to 31.1% out of 2011 – an 
expansion of 3.3 rate indicates amid 2001-2011 
thought about an expansion of 2.1 rate focuses amid 
1991-2001. It might be noticed that the Indian 
economy has developed from around 6% for every 
annum amid the 1990s to around 8% amid the main 
decade of the 2000s (Ahluwalia 2011). This plainly 
mirrors the energy of economic development in 
achieving speedier urbanization amid 2001-2011. 

It is advantageous to take note of that urban 
pop¬ulation development alone can't accelerate 
urbanization. All the more critically, if urbani¬sation 
needs to happen, the urban populace development 
rate should be higher than the rustic populace 
development rate. In this manner, it is the urban-
rustic populace development differential that is basic 
to the procedure of urbanization. 



 

 

 

Dr. Rohit Bharti* 

 

w
w

w
.i
g

n
it

e
d

.i
n

 

229 

 

 Journal of Advances and Scholarly Researches in Allied Education 
Vol. XIV, Issue No. 2, January-2018, ISSN 2230-7540 

 

ISSUES OF URBANISATION 

Issue of urbanization is sign of disproportionate 
urbanization, defective urban arranging, urbanization 
with poor economic base and without having utilitarian 
classes. Henceforth India's urbanization is trailed by 
some essential issues in the field of : 1) lodging, 2) 
ghettos, 3) transport 4) water supply and sanitation, 5) 
water contamination and air contamination, 6) lacking 
arrangement for social foundation ( school, healing 
facility, and so on ). Class I urban areas, for example, 
Calcutta , Bombay, Delhi, Madras and so on have 
achieved immersion level of work creating limit 
(Kundu,1997). Since these urban areas are 
experiencing of urban neediness, joblessness, lodging 
lack, emergency in urban infra-basic administrations 
these huge urban areas cannot assimilate these 
troubled country transients i.e poor landless ignorant 
and untalented farming workers. Thus this movement 
to urban class I urban communities causes urban 
emergency more intense. 

The majority of these urban areas utilizing capital 
serious advances cannot create work for these trouble 
country poor. So there is exchange of country 
destitution to urban neediness. Destitution initiated 
relocation of uneducated and incompetent worker 
happens in class I urban communities tending to urban 
involution and urban rot. 

Indian urbanization is involuted not evoluted ( 
Mukherji, 1995). Neediness prompted movement 
happens because of rustic push . Megacities develop 
in urban populace (Nayak,1962) not in urban thriving, 
and culture. Thus it is urbanization without urban 
utilitarian attributes. These super urban areas are 
liable to outrageous foul ghetto and exceptionally 
merciless uber city denying cover, drinking water, 
power, sanitation ( Kundu,,Bagchi and Kundu, 1999) to 
the extraordinary poor and provincial vagrants. 

Urbanization is worsening social and economic 
imbalances ( Kundu and Gupta, 1996) which warrants 
social clashes, wrongdoings and hostile to social 
exercises. Disproportionate and uncontrolled 
urbanization prompted ecological debasement and 
corruption in the nature of urban life-contamination in 
sound, air, water, made by transfer of dangerous 
waste. Ignorant, low-altitude or no-expertise transients 
from country regions are caught up in poor second 
rate urban casual segment at a low wage rate and 
urban casual segment moves toward becoming in-
proficient and inefficient. 

URBAN GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA 

Local Government in the urban or provincial frame are 
staying put. The requirement for local government was 
acknowledged even in the old circumstances. Local 

establishments in antiquated Greece, China and India, 
assumed a key part in the financial existence of the 
general population. One of the checked highlights of 
antiquated Hindu human progress was the exceptional 
development of related life that fantastic autonomously 
of lord dormitories but then accomplished culmination 
in various circles of life. Distinctive circles of life like 
religion, learning, politics, civics and economics; 
organizations experienced childhood with a democratic 
premise with regular regard and resistance for the 
advancement of national life. Urban Local 
governments in reality assumed a key part in this.1 
Professor M. Venkatarangaiya is of the feeling that the 
local self-government bodies in those days were 
significantly more genuine, for more across the 
board and much more effective than amid British 
run the show. 

Local government is an essential part of each 
system of governmental system independent of its 
political type of governance. It is perceived and 
made under law for the administration of local 
undertakings by the concerned governments in a 
given geographic limit. Local government is an 
acknowledgment of Decentralization idea like 
different levels of government. Local government 
grasps the standard of sharing force, among the 
totality of its occupants. It likewise epitomizes 
specialist in connection to local inhabitants however 
dissimilar to different levels of government, its 
power is Jurisdictional in content. The ward of local 
government is restricted to a delimited territory and 
its capacities generally identify with the 
arrangement of municipal courtesies to the 
populace inside its purview. It is subordinate to the 
state or commonplace government which practices 
control and supervision over it. In specific situations, 
the state government can suspend or disintegrate a 
local government. 

As per William A.Robson, Local Self Government 
might be said to include the origination of a 
regional, non sovereign group having the legitimate 
right and the fundamental organization to control its 
own undertakings. This thus surmises the presence 
of local expert with energy to act autonomously of 
outside control and additionally the interest of the 
local group in the organization of its own 
undertakings. 

It is just through support in local government at all 
levels that political training of this sort can be 
acquired by the citizens in a majority rules system. 
A powerful focal board in India has properly 
summed up the place of local bodies in the 
government structure in the accompanying words: 
Local bodies are imperative units to help 
accomplish the decentralization of political power 
and advancement of democratic esteems. They are 
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likewise a fundamental piece of governmental 
apparatus adding to the productivity at the higher 
echelons of government by assuaging them of simply 
local undertakings. 

Local government can likewise be more productive in 
routine issues by evading the rigidities inborn in a 
concentrated system. As against departmental 
specialization at the focal and state levels local bodies 
are the media through which utilitarian 
compartmentalization can be channelised into a co-
ordinate design of all-round development at the group 
level. 

URBANIZATION PATTERN 

A vital component of urbanization in India is dualism—
urban development at full scale level is decelerating 
however in class I urban areas it is developing. An 
investigation of the dispersion of urban populace 
crosswise over size classes uncovers that the 
procedure of urbanization in India has been huge city 
arranged. This is showed in a high level of urban 
populace being packed in class I urban communities, 
which has gone up systematically finished the decades 
in the most recent century. 

The enormous increment in the rate offer of urban 
populace in class I urban communities from 26.0 out of 
1901 to 68.7 of every 2001 has frequently been 
ascribed to quicker development of huge urban 
communities, without contemplating the expansion in 
the quantity of these urban areas. 

The development pattern of metro urban areas—urban 
areas having populace of a million or more—verify 
assist the postulation of concentrated urban 
development. The statistic development in metro 
urban areas has been higher than that of regular 
towns or even the class I urban communities in late 
decades. 

The development would have been significantly higher 
however for the area of huge mechanical units outside 
as far as possible, because of the weights applied by 
nature campaign. This is encouraged by simple 
accessibility of land, access to chaotic work showcase, 
other than lesser mindfulness and less stringent usage 
of ecological controls in the provincial settlements at 
the urban fringe. The poor can manufacture shields in 
these 'worsened peripheries' and discover 
employments in the ventures found in that or drive to 
the focal city for work. 

HYPOTHETICAL FACTORS OF POLITICAL 
PARTIES 

As system, the Indian Political system is unmistakable. 
Unquestionably, it doesn't relate to its European and 
American partners. Expounding on it, Paul Brass 
noticed the distinction: 'party politics in India show 
various incomprehensible highlights, which uncover 

the mixing of Western and present day types of 
bureaucratic organization and participatory politics with 
indigenous practices and foundations, India's driving 
political gathering, the Indian National Congress, is 
one of the most established on the planet, yet it has 
not prevailing with regards to giving the core to a 
regulated gathering system which can be fitted 
effortlessly into any of the traditional classifications of 
gathering systems known in the West. 

Political parties are intricate, multi faceted 
organizations with different linkages to organizations in 
common society and the establishments of the state, 
normally spreading over both. This is on account of 
parties emerge in common society or are established 
in common society regardless of whether they may 
have begun in the lawmaking body as administrative 
groups as in eighteenth and nineteenth century Britain 
and the United States. Be that as it may, they are not 
absolutely polite society organizations. They cover 
the foundations of the state or if nothing else its 
authoritative branch on the off chance that they are 
spoken to in the national, provincial (in a government 
commonwealth) or local assemblies, and furthermore 
cover the official branch of the state in the event that 
they are in influence at the country, local or local 
level. They are differently, and now and again 
covering, organizations epitomizing belief systems 
and automatic dreams, organizations that are in the 
meantime social developments, organizations 
speaking to the interests of areas of common 
society, regardless of whether mainstream/economic 
or in parts of its as organizations holding power in 
the foundations of the state, or in parts of it as in a 
government state, and in conclusion, organizations 
with their own particular corporate interests, 
organizational structure and working which have 
results for political results. They can be 
organizationally 'thin' or 'thick', profoundly 
established and penetrative in common society or 
superstructure, very ideological or simply balloter list, 
firmly connected to specific areas of society is 
character. 

The term political gathering, in perspective of the 
current examinations, has expected its own 
particular significance making it unique in relation to 
each other organization whether it is a gathering, 
group, club, affiliation and so on regardless of 
whether the goal of any such assembling might be 
the 'seizure of energy'. A conceivable meaning of 
political gathering is along these lines outfitted: "In 
any case, when we talk about political parties in this 
exposition, we don't mean a freely weave gathering 
of notables with restricted and irregular connections 
to local partners. Our definition requires rather, (1) 
progression in organization that is organization 
whose normal life expectancy isn't reliant upon the 
life expectancy of current leaders; (2) show and 
probably changeless organization at the local level, 
with regularized correspondences and different 
connections amongst local and national units; (3) 
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unsure assurance of leaders at both national and local 
levels to catch and to hold basic leadership control 
alone or in coalition with others, not just to impact the 
activity of energy; and (4) the worry with respect to the 
organization for looking for devotees at the surveys or 
in some way making progress toward prominent help. 

CONCLUSION 

A comprehension of the urbanization procedure in 
India uncovers that the prior system of settlements, in 
view of communications between an extensive number 
of craftsmanship , administration and trade based 
towns and their hinterland of essential generation, and 
in addition between substantial urban communities 
and littler towns, was disturbed amid the pioneer time 
frame. The nation was bit by bit drawn into the circle of 
the free enterprise system amid two centuries of 
frontier administer, however the political economy of 
the administration turned into an obstruction to 
mechanical headway in various parts of the economy 
and prompted a best substantial urban structure. 

The procedure of urbanization in India has kept on 
being top-overwhelming, focused towards substantial 
urban areas. This is a result of higher statistic 
development in bigger urban areas, inferable from 
both normal increment in the occupant populace 
(which, however in view of lower ripeness than in rustic 
zones and littler towns, still brings gigantic additions in 
light of the measure of the base populace) and higher 
net in-movement. Thus, this is predictable with the way 
that bigger urban communities are for the most part 
more productive in creating development and drawing 
in speculations, accordingly pulling in more populace. 
Given the new flow of urban mechanical development 
related with the methodology of globalization, the little 
and medium towns, found far from the „emerging 
worldwide focuses of growth‟, especially those in 
reverse areas, have not pulled in much private 
venture. In perspective of the clashing cases, an 
endeavor is made here to survey the rates and pattern 
of urbanization and their suggestions for getting to 
urban assets and general economic development by 
dissecting urbanization trends and fractionalizing 
urban development into different parts at the full scale 
level. 

The account of urbanization in India in authentic 
circumstances is an account of spatial and fleeting 
discontinuities. The most punctual urban 
developments were limited to the Indus valley and the 
abutting parts of Rajasthan, Punjab and to some 
degree western Uttar Pradesh. Different parts of the 
nation stayed outside the pale of urbanization. In the 
early authentic period, urbanization occurred in the 
center Ganaga fields and in the southern piece of the 
Indian promontory, while the regions in the middle of 
and no know urban areas. Amid a significant part of 

the verifiable period, tremendous parts of the nation 
were untouched or just halfway influenced by 
urbanization. Spatial discontinuities in urbanization 
keep on being a critical angle even in present day 
India. 

It is extremely basic to summon the term 'party system' 
in any dialog of Indian politics. Yet, as a general rule 
an exchange of the gathering system has a tendency 
to be a free and summed up method for examining 
shred characteristics of parties in a given political 
system. Or something bad might happen, it is a 
straightforward numeric depiction of the quantity of 
significant parties in a given nation: one gathering 
systems, two gathering or bipolar systems and multi 
party systems. Both these common methods for 
examining the gathering system dismiss the 
fundamental point behind the possibility of a 
gathering system: that it is a 'system' that conditions 
and compels every one of the parties that work 
inside it, that it is more than the total of the parts. 
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