
 

 

 

Sudesh Rani1* Birbal2 

w
w

w
.i
g

n
it

e
d

.i
n

 

1108 

 

 Journal of Advances and Scholarly Researches in Allied Education 
Vol. XIV, Issue No. 2, January-2018, ISSN 2230-7540 

 

An Analysis upon Contribution of Mahatma 
Phule towards Welfare of Backward Class 
Women Empowerment and Emancipation 

 

Sudesh Rani1* Birbal2 

1
 Research Scholar of OPJS University, Churu, Rajasthan 

2
 Associate Professor, OPJS University, Churu, Rajasthan 

Abstract – Jyotiba took up the problem of caste as well as gender. He revolted against the unjust caste 
system below which huge numbers of people had endured for hundreds of years. The revolt of his against 
the caste system integrated religious and social reform with equality. He emerged as the unmodified 
leader of the depressed courses in Maharashtra and was recognized as a leader of downtrodden 
category of all over India. He was affected by American thinker Thomas Paine's opinions of Rights of 
Man. Exploitation of females as well as underprivileged category as well as safety of human rights these 
problems and the logical humanist therapy of theirs was the agenda of the philosophy of Phule. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

INTRODUCTION 

As talked about in the prior chapter, the life sketch of 
Mahatma Jyotirao Phule as well as the wife of his, 
Savitribai Phule was focused on the welfare of the 
Shudras, Women and Ati Shudras. If the past is 
examined, it's discovered that the Dalits or maybe Ati-
Shudras or Shudras had been worst sufferers due to 
the caste of theirs. The stigma of untouchability 
imposed on them made them to exclude them from 
society and they're alienated. Even though they're 
restricted to enter temples, get water from wells, 
actually touch the forward castes and thus, their 
habitations were located at the outskirts of the villages 
or even cities. As a result of the caste of theirs and 
cultural ranking, the Shudras had been rejected to get 
education. Being a result, the Ati-Shudras and 
Shudras were backward. 

Additionally, females were additionally residing in 
subjugated position and the cultural position of theirs 
was lowest in society. The interpersonal evils as forced 
widowhood as well as kid marriage had been imposed 
on females. The role of widows was weak as they had 
been cornered in society. Women had been restricted 
to have employment as well as training in society. The 
widows' remarriage was absolutely prohibited as well 
as because of kid marriage, there was several younger 
widows. As a result, the condition of females was 
lowest during 19th century. Throughout this particular 
period, Mahatma Jyotirao Phule as well as Savitribai 
Phule was started education motion and then began a 
lot of facilities. Apart from such reforms, Phule has 
expressed the opinions of his through the works of his 
on the social evils including kid marriage, forced 

widowhood, subjugated status of females, etcetera. 
In order to get the goal of welfare of backward 
classes such as Shudras as well as Women and Ati 
Shudras, he was discovered Satya Shodhak Samaj. 
The contributions of Mahatma Jyotirao Phule 
towards the welfare of backward classes & females 
are actually referred to as under. 

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT: AND 
EMANCIPATION 

India has a long past civilization and in each and 
every phase of the history of its, females constitute 
half of the population of its, but the role of theirs in 
society isn't the exact same in all of the ages of 
history. The role of theirs has been variously 
estimated and diametrically opposing views are 
actually expressed regarding the place of theirs in 
various phases of Indian civilization1. Many factors 
including overseas invasions for hundreds of years 
together, social movements, different geographic 
regions, various economic occupations, political 
stability and instability as well as religious affinity of 
the family members to which female belongs have 
usually significantly affected the condition of her in 
the family members in addition to in the community. 

The status accorded to females in society 
symbolizes the degree of its of improvement. The 
spirit of a civilization could be evaluated by the 
manner in which where females are actually 
addressed by way of the members of that civilization. 
Condition of females is a subject of sociological 
studies as well as considerations for this reflects the 
placement of about 50 % of the population of any 
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society. Research of the story of human society 
reveals this in no society of the planet, females liked 
complete equality on par with males. Almost 
everywhere they had been subjected to inequality, 
exploitation as well as discrimination. In certain 
communities the role of theirs has been comparatively 
better compared to the counterpart of theirs in various 
other societies. Even during the same society, the 
condition accorded to females has never been the 
same all through. It's been changing in keeping with 
the changes in the basic ailments of society. 

Scholars think that in old India, the females liked 
identical status with males of all of fields of life. 
Nevertheless, many others hold contrasting views, 
works by early Indian grammarians like Katyayana and 
Patanjali propose that females had been 
knowledgeable in the first Vedic phase. Rig Vedic 
verses recommend that the females married at a 
mature era and were likely no cost to choose the 
husband of theirs (swayamwara) scriptures, like 
Upanishads and Rigveda mention a few females 
sages as well as seers, particularly Maitreyi and Gargi. 

The important place assigned to females in India dates 
back to the time of the Smritis and Vedas. Man 
declared that where females had been adored, Gods 
frequented that position. Of the Vedic age the place of 
females in society was quite high and they had been 
viewed as equal partners with males in all the aspects. 
Exactly who had not heard of Maiteryi, Gargi, Sati 
Annusuya as well as Sita. 

Women are actually believed to be the deities of 
prosperity. The people that desire affluence will ideally 
honour them. By cherishing females one cherishes the 
goddess of prosperity herself as well as by afflicting 
her, you are said to pain the goddess of prosperity. In 
another school the exact same plan is actually created 
to a still clearer form by laying down that females 
ought to be looked after thoroughly, as they're 
acceptable of regard, virtuous, filled with noble 
qualities and therefore are brilliant adornment to the 
home and are actually associated with the prosperity 
of the building. 

Historical and literary documents & researchers have 
discovered that females held a role of equality with 
males throughout the Vedic periods. Women never 
observed purdah in the Vedic period. They enjoyed 
independence of areas like training, marriage, 
economic generation, spending money, religious 
activities etc. They'd liberty in choosing the mates of 
theirs. They might teach themselves. Widows had 
been allowed to remarry. Divorce was however, not 
permissible to them. Women had been provided total 
freedom of family matters and had been treated as 
Ardhanginis (better halves). The idea of Ardhangini 
implies that there is the same status to female coupled 
with male and neither was better to the other. The 
Atharva Veda observes how a bride had no chance of 
a great fit, in case she'd not been knowledgeable as 
being a brahmacharini. Women learned the Vedic 

literature as males and several of them, including 
Lopamudra, Ghosa as well as Sikata Nivavari, figure 
with the writers of the Vedic hymns. Of the first Vedic 
period, Women in India experienced practically an 
identical status with males in various spheres of life. 
Vedic scientific studies were then not the prerogative 
of male. Girls as well as boys were made to go through 
Upnayanam ceremonies to undertake Vedic studies. 

Although marriage was regarded as a religious duty, 
females had the best to stay spinsters through the 
lifetime of theirs. Marriage wasn't forcibly imposed on 
them. Generally, there was no restriction on the age at 
marriage. Kid marriages have been unfamiliar. Girls 
had been provided in marriage just after puberty that 
also, after finishing the training of theirs as well as 
females had the best to choose the life partners of 
theirs. The process of Swaymavara will serve as an 
evidence for the girl's right to marital option. Usually 
there were also like marriages called Gandharva 
Vivaha. 

Based on Basham, family was the fundamental unit 
of the Rig Vedic Aryans that followed a missed 
agricultural and pastoral economy. The household 
was then staunchly patrilinear & patriarchal. 
Basham infers that The wife, although she liked a 
good job, was certainly subordinate to the husband 
of her. Marriage was generally monogamous & 
evidently indissoluble, for no reference to re 
marriage or divorce of widows happens within Rig 
Veda. Nevertheless, there was no method of Sati. 
Shakuntala Rao11 discovers that The Rig Veda 
doesn't mention wherever the process of the 
burning or maybe burial of widows with the old 
husbands of theirs. Throughout this particular 
period female selected the husband of her. The 
Swayamvara marriages of Sita, Rukmini, Savitri, 
Draupadi, etcetera make the proof of this exercise. 
marriage for females an original an original started 
train around hundred A.D. As regards the era of 
females at the time of marriage isn't referred to and 
females had been given away at a relatively older 
age. The custom continued up to the time of the 
Dharmasutras, i.e., from 400 BC to hundred AD. 
Obviously, from aproximatelly 200 AD, when kid 
marriage had become a broad spread train, a 
females had no opportunity to choose the husband 
of her. 

Just like females of the Vedic era, the females of 
epic age in India held an honourable position at 
home. The 2 classical epics Mahabharata and 
Ramayana have additionally provided a good spot 
for females. In reality, females are actually the focal 
points of both the epics. Sita in the Draupadi and 
Ramayana in the Mahabharata are actually the 
cause for the wars which happen at the last stage of 
the epics. Both the epics make mention of the 
continuation of the marital exercise of Swayamvara 
In the two of these, we come across huge 
references of the expression of courage, strong will 
power, as well as valour of females as Kaikeyi, 
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Draupadi, Subhadra, Satyabhama, Rukmini, Sita, 
Others and Savithri. 

Later, during the period of Dharmashastras, the role of 
females underwent a significant change. Daughters 
had been regarded as second class citizens when 
independence of females was curtailed. Sons had 
been provided more crucial. Based on Altekar (1962), 
The discontinuance of Upanayanam, the neglect of 
training and also the decrease of age at marriage 
created disastrous effects in the position as well as 
condition of women throughout this particular period. 

The female in this particular period was created to take 
the secondary position. In a number of mythological 
stories wife's loyalty to the husband was a lot stressed. 
It had been in this particular period which, masculine 
and priestly dominance started taking root and prevail. 
Because of the numerous restrictions imposed on the 
independence of females some problems began 
creeping in. In the social area, pre puberty marriages 
came to be practiced, widow remarriage was 
prohibited, husband was provided the condition of god 
for a female, education was completely denied to 
females. Custom of Sati' became increasingly 
common, purdah' (veil) system came into practice as 
well as vogue of polygamy came to be tolerated. In the 
economic area, a female was completely denied a 
share in her husband's property. In the religious area, 
females had been forbidden to offer sacrifices, 
prayers, training penance and undertake pilgrimages. 

The medieval period proved to be extremely 
disappointing for the condition of Indian females for the 
status of theirs more deteriorated throughout this 
specific period. The Muslim invasion of India altered 
the path of Indian history. The influx of the foreign 
invaders as well as the Brahmanical iron laws had 
been the primary reasons for this kind of degradation. 

Following the death of Harshavardhana (646 A.D) the 
Brahmanism without the benevolence of the Vedic 
period took hold of the Indian society with all the 
serious restrictions of its & rigidities. As a result 
females suffered a great deal. The freedom of theirs 
was curtailed, knowledge of scriptures as well as of 
letters was denied. 

They were created the parasites on males. Caste laws 
dominated community life. Property laws decreased 
females to the condition of slaves. Widows' levirate as 
well as remarriage or perhaps Niyoga had been today 
disallowed. Women couldn't inherit property. Girls had 
been taken care of a lot more as liabilities or burdens 
than as assets. This particular period is known, 
because the females in that period had to deal with a 
selection of problems. 

Following the establishment of Mughal imperialism, the 
condition of females became a lot more pitiable. To be 
able to save Hindu religion, maintain purity of blood 
and protect chastity of the females, the Brahmins 
made the rules about the females far stricter. 

Education of females was nearly finished, Purdah 
process got a lot more encouraged as well as the era 
of girl's marriage lowered down up to 4 years. The 
amount of unmatched and unseen marriages 
increased. Widow Remarriage stopped fully and 
custom of Sati reached the peak of its. They were 
created subordinate under males from birth to death 
and after snatching all the rights of theirs as well as 
independence the household' was created the sole 
center of their hopes and actions. She became the 
maid servant as well as the factor of usage for the 
husband of her that got the ideal of physical exercise 
atrocities on her. Concerning the property, certainly 
some advancements were created in this specific 
period. Brother less daughter and the widow began 
having several rights of succession respectively on the 
property of her father and husband. Though the 
females might just consume it; neither could possibly 
promote it neither can provide it, to ensure that it might 
be preserved for the following successor. 

The process of arranging the marriage of females as 
well as boys when the attainment of puberty is 
actually widely known as kid matrimony. This made 
the females to suffer a great deal. The worry that 
Muslim invaders would kidnap or perhaps seduce 
the females brought significant strain on the parents 
to set up the marriage of the daughters of theirs at 
an extremely early age. females that are Younger 
had to bear the brunt of the family life, get kids at an 
inappropriate era whenever they themselves were 
psychologically immature, issue of ill health created 
them still vulnerable. Individuals who were unlucky 
adequate to lose the husband of theirs at an early 
age had to invest the majority of the life of theirs in 
probably the most pitiable way as undesirable 
widows. 

Dharmashastras absolutely prohibited the widow 
remarriage. The glorification of the ideal of 
Pativratya' was another hurdle in the road of widows' 
remarriage; kid widows had a miserable existence. 
They had been denied education, public life and the 
majority of the religious pursuits had been tabooed 
for these people. The very presence of theirs on 
event that is crucial was regarded as to be 
disgraceful for they had been viewed as sign of ill 
omen. They were created working as servants 
throughout the lives of theirs. Life for these people 
made a few to direct an immoral life and some even 
became prostitutes. In order to avoid some sex 
offences kid widows have been pressured to shave 
the mind of theirs and forsake all kinds of 
beautification to make them sexually unappealing. 

The process of Sati' indicates the decline in the 
condition of Indian women. Sati' describes a terrible 
exercise in which the married females utilized to 
jump into the funeral pyre of the husbands of theirs 
with the hope of sticking to Sadgati' or maybe 
Moksha'. It was really an act of self-immolation. The 
glorification of Pativratya' as well as the degraded 
and intolerable widow living made numerous females 
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to be satees' there was terrible situations in which 
females were forcibly pushed into the funeral fire of the 
husbands of theirs. 

Purdah or maybe Purdha structure refers to the 
process of females using a gown or perhaps veil to 
cover the face of theirs and also top part of the entire 
body. It absolutely was a typical practice with the 
Muslim females. Purdah structure was in training just 
in the royal and wealthy classes with the Hindus. 
Nevertheless, after the Muslim invasion, the Hindu 
females were also forced in order to use the Purdah' 
generally to escape through the hot looks of the 
invaders as well as to guard themselves from being 
kidnapped or perhaps seduced. 

Devadasi structure belongs to another community evil 
which triggered the wreckage of Indian females. It's a 
custom which denies, in the title of religion, marital 
chance to a couple of females, insisting on them to be 
Basavis or Devadasis to serve the god in the temple 
as singers and dancers. These were at times made to 
cater to the sexual requirements of pilgrims. 

Of the British rule, the quality of life of Indian females 
remained about the same. Nevertheless, some sizable 
advancement was attained in removing inequalities 
among females and men in training, employment, 
community rights etc and it was consequence of 
constant fight of socio-political reformers. A few public 
evils like Kid Marriage, Sati process, Devadasi 
process, Purdah process, prohibition on widow 
remarriage etc. had been sometimes controlled or 
even eliminated by such legislations as well as 
appropriate legislation had been passed as a 
consequence of constant moves of socio political 
reformers like Mahatma Jyotirao Phule. 

During Phule's time, the females weren't having any 
social status and they're subjugated even in the own 
families of theirs. These were deprived from all kinds 
of rights in society as well as families. Likewise, these 
were deprived of education. The instructing female 
was the toughest type of sacrilege, a terrible strike on 
Hinduism. When new community reformer Phule 
opened the 1st school of his at Pune for untouchable 
females along with Shudra there was a trend of stiff 
opposition. Orthodox as well as ignorant Brahmins of 
Pune declared Jyotirao, an enemy of A disgrace and 
hindu religion to the so called holy city. In those times 
of very much orthodoxy as well as caste system no 
mentor came forward to instruct the females of the 
lower classes. Phule's wife Savitribai herself had taken 
the challenge of coaching and quickly unrestrained 
excitement as well as anger swept over Pune against 
the couple. 

Mahatma Phule was the foremost to rise against this 
particular age old tradition. He knew that expertise 
developments the individuals as well as spread of 
female training will awaken the society. He thought 
that emancipation of the depressed as well as 
suppressed classes was possible only through social 

reforms and education. The institutions of his for 
Shudra females were a modest start of a larger public 
movement and sign of societal transformation. From 
his life time he grew to become a legend as well as 
pioneer of Dalit Liberation from dehumanization, 
oppression and tyranny. 

Mahatma Phule was a sign of the revolution of societal 
equality that had been created of the effect of Western 
training and also the plan of action of equality brought 
by it to India. Equality as a force started making for 
social, national and economic change all over India. In 
India the threads of religion were lock stitched into the 
economic and social privileges of the several. Which 
socio religious structure known as the caste system 
bred inequality. 

Both Savitribai and Jyotirao carried out the struggle 
of theirs for gender equality as well as battle against 
caste system in spite of huge mal exercise by the 
Brahminic and Manuwadi forces. In spite of strong 
opposition as well as hurdles Jyotiba was solid on 
teaching females with assistance of the wife 
Savitribai of his. The firmness of his on teaching 
females might be noticed in the interview of his to 
DYANANODAYA on 15th September 1853. He 
states It did happen to me that the improvement 
which comes about in a kid because of the mom is 
really important as well as good. So those that are 
actually worried about the well-being as well as 
welfare of this nation should take note of the state 
of females and make every attempt to impart 
knowledge to them in case they would like the 
nation to improvement. With this particular idea, I 
began the school for females initially. But the caste 
brethren of mine didn't like I was training females 
and the own dad of mine threw us from the building. 
No one was prepared to provide room for the school 
nor did we've cash to make it. Most people weren't 
prepared to send the kids of theirs to school but 
Lahuji Ragh, Raut Mang and Ranba Mahar 
convinced the caste brethren of theirs regarding the 
positive aspects of getting educated. 

Groundbreaking as well as the case cultural 
reformer Phule never bothered all about the threats 
of the priestly class. And also for the very first time 
in India, throughout the history of her for 
approximately 5000 years the - gates of 
understanding and public liberation had been 
opened to probably the lowest of the low. 
Undoubtedly Jyotirao was probably the topmost 
among just about all cultural reformers as well as 
thinkers to influence this amazing change in Pune. 
If the social history of India is actually examined, 
nearly all almost all of the crusaders against 
orthodoxy, social evils and caste barriers that 
confined the actions of theirs solely as ritualistic 
specific protests in the journals as well as papers 
having limited and little circulation or perhaps in 
private meetings & groups, while Phule began 
females institutions at Pune in 1850, 2 schools for 
untouchables training and in 1863 a fondling house 
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to care the unwanted kids of Brahmin widows for the 
protection against infanticide. He worked evening and 
day for the liberation of the untouchables, training of 
Shudra females & females; and also opened widows 
shelter house, favoured widow remarriage and 
condemned child marriage. 

Phule was really kind hearted individual and extremely 
well knew this widow's issue was a fantastic curse in 
the Hindus public system. The Brahmin widows 
weren't permitted to remarry by the orthodox society. 
Brahmins and lots of top caste Hindus didn't want that 
widows must marry again. This was actually a 
heartless and cruel tradition. Jyotirao too was moved 
by the miserable life of the widows that lived in 
wretched factors completely dismissed in the society. 
He was actually surprised watching the cultural 
uprooting of theirs as well as immoral behaviour about 
newborn kid murder. As a result, Jyotirao raised the 
voice of his in favour of widow remarriage and many 
unmarried young males came forward to recognize 
them. A lot so that a few widows delivered the kids of 
theirs easily in the orphanage of his (Widow's Shelter 
home) as well as re marriage had been arranged. The 
wife Savitribai of his looked after kids that are these 
kinds of in the orphanage like she was the real mother 
of theirs. He condemned Sati tradition of Maharashtra 
like a criminal act from females. 

Savitribai and mahatma Jyotiba Phule, were 
outstanding personalities, particularly for the times of 
theirs. He soon started females training from the 
training of the wife of his and trained her for the 
school. Savitribai was the original females‘ instructor in 
India. He soon started the very first school for females 
at Pune, in the season 1848. He advocated training for 
pupils that are female from the downtrodden (Shudras/ 
Ati Shudras) communities as well as grownups. He 
soon started facilities. He developed institutes 
including the Pune Female Native Schools' as well as 
the Society for Promoting Education for Mahar, 
Mangs'. Essential, he interested in the training of his at 
home as well. Jyotiba ready the wife of his, Savitribai, 
to instruct in the girls' school, with a view to educating 
the females to begin with, to pull in the importance of 
equality at home. Savitribai had to deal with bitter 
opposition from the orthodox society of the time for 
teaching females and individuals coming from the 
underprivileged organizations in the school. In spite of 
this bitter opposition, Savitribai and Jyotiba continued 
the work of theirs with sincerity. females empowerment 
is a vital idea nowadays as Y. V. Satyanarayana rightly 
said, The dominance of males over females is actually 
an age old process, but after the arrival of democracy 
and democratic institution, nearly every nation 
recognized the independence, equality, and human 
rights of women. Today, females are permitted living 
with dignity and self-respect by working out many 
rights to females of the past and the ongoing 
consequences of it‘s in the present must be correctly 
dealt with by means of empowering females in all of 
spheres of interpersonal life. 

Savitribai Phule, wife of Jyotirao Phule was one of the 
crusaders of gender justice. Although she was at first 
illiterate, she began getting education after matrimony. 
She Passed fourth and third season examination from 
a school in 1846 47. Savitribai's passion for female 
education started by beginning a school with 
Sagunabai found Maharwada in 1847. Later, on 1st 
January 1848, Country's very first school for females 
was started for Bhide's wada in Savitribai and Pune 
was nominated as the very first head mistress of the 
school. She was appointed as a professor, at the 
moment when training of females was meant to be an 
unholy, unheard of thing, furthermore an affront too 
conventional honour. 

After marriage, Jyotibha began educating Savitribai in 
1841 and Savitribai come to be the original female 
instructor in the very first school for females in Pune in 
1848. On exactly the same year which is actually in 
1848, Jyotiba began school for adult learners inside 
Usman Shaikh's Wada. Later completely eighteen 
more schools had been started by Phule for females, 
Ati Shudras as well as Shudras in 1849. To realize 
the contribution of Savitribai Phule towards girls' 
education, the School Inspection Committee 
awarded the perfect Teacher Award to her in 1852. 
The improvement of Jyotirao Savitribai's endeavours 
was outstanding. There were government facilities 
for top caste pupils. One of them had written in the 
Poona Observer on twenty-nine May 1852. The 
selection of female pupils in Jyotirao's school is 
actually 10 times over the amount of companies 
learning in the government schools. This's since the 
system for teaching females is much superior to 
what's readily available for companies in government 
facilities. If this particular scenario continues, then 
the females from Jotirao's school will prove superior 
to the boys from the government schools and they 
believe that in the coming examinations, they are 
able to truly realize a huge victory. In case the 
Government Education Board doesn't do a thing 
about this soon, seeing these females outshine the 
males can make us hang the heads of ours in 
shame. 

She faced serious opposition from just about all 
sections. Savitribai was subject to extreme 
harassment daily as she walked to the school. 
Stones, mud and dirt had been flung at her as she 
passed. But Savitribai Phule faced everything 
courageously. First public Til Gul programme was 
placed by Mahila Seva Mandal on 14th January, 
1852 in which she called for established component 
coupled with the husband of her. The family of theirs 
was honored by British government for the works of 
theirs of the area of education as well as Savitribai 
was declared as the very best teacher in 1852. 
Savitribai additionally learnt English language. When 
Revenue Commissioner went to school for 
inspection, in which Savitribai was engrossed in 
teaching then he praised her Savitribai as well as lot 
also spoke English to him into basic fashion. 
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Savitribai and Jyotirao centered on providing boys and 
females with training which was vocational as well as 
trade focused in nature, to make the pupils of theirs 
self-reliant as well as capable of independent thought. 
In the 1852 report, they showed the next opinion. A 
manufacturing department must be connected to the 
facilities where kids might find out helpful trades as 
well as crafts and have the ability, after leaving school, 
to handle the lives of theirs independently and 
comfortably. They produced such a product. 

Details about the house for the Prevention of 
Infanticide' begun by Savitribai Jyotirao in 1863 is now 
available just lately. What's significant is this house 
had been started just for Savitribai as well as Brahman 
widows. had taken the initiative for this. All of the info 
with regards to it has been captured in a letter written 
by Jyotirao Phule on 4th December 1884 to the Under 
Secretary, Government of Mumbai. 

Savitribai and Jyotirao had been operating a hostel in 
the own home of theirs, in which pupils from much off 
places will remain for the reasons of education. A pupil 
from Mumbai, Laxman Karadi Jaaya had lived in this 
hostel as well as skilled Savitribai‘s motherly attention 
and concern. From the memoirs of his, he's created, I 
have not seen another female as loving as well as kind 
as Savitribai. She gave us much more love than 
actually a mom could. 

Jyotiba thought in the equality of females & males. He 
worried on female's education, emancipation of 
women. He brought females in living that is public. He 
stated equality along with oneness is needed for the 
improvement of the country. To be able to empower 
females he opposed kid matrimony. He initiated widow 
remarriage and began a house for widows. In this time 
widow remarriage had been banned and child 
marriage was quite typical among the Brahmins and in 
the Hindu society. A lot of widows were younger and 
not all of them would live in a fashion in which the 
orthodox individuals anticipated them to live. Several 
of the widows resorted to abortion or even left their 
illegitimate kids to the fate of theirs by leaving them on 
the streets. To realize the dangers of a widow giving 
birth to a kid conceived in unfortunate circumstances 
after her husband's death, he was established a home 
for newborn infants in 1863 to avoid suicides21 and 
infanticides. Phule vehemently advocated widow 
remarriage as well as got a house designed for 
housing top caste widows throughout 1854. He 
requested folks all of the time period to send the kids 
of theirs in schools he opened for females & 
downtroddens. 

Mahatma Jyotiba Phule's bold initiatives to educate 
females, Shudras and also the untouchables had deep 
impact on the values, ideologies and beliefs. His 
efforts unleashed the forces of awakening among the 
typical masses. Learning made females more skillful. 
They started to be cognizant of what's wrong and right 
in the light of science. Women began questioning the 
age old customs which degraded them. 

In the story of India, Phule was the very first individual 
that spread females training by opening female 
schools and opened orphanages for widow females as 
well as the kids of theirs. He stated that 6 progresses 
of people were feasible just with education. Jotirao 
states in the introduction to the guide Shetkaryacha 
Asood: Without training wisdom was lost; Without 
wisdom morals have been lost; Without morals growth 
was lost; Without development wealth was lost; 
Without wealth the Shudras had been ruined; A great 
deal has happened by lack of education. He gave 
brand new meanings to education: He said, The 
education which doesn't support the typical mass of 
individuals to provide themselves for the battle for daily 
life, which doesn't bring out strength of character, a 
spirit of philanthropy, as well as the courage of a 
lion..real training is the fact that which allows one to 
stand on one's legs. 

Phule understood this besides illiteracy, there was 
numerous community evils of the society, which 
have crippled the entire public order. It was all 
because of to ignorance, superstitions and 
conventional prejudicial thinking. In those times 
widow's issue was there in the society. It absolutely 
was a fantastic curse in the Hindu public system. 
Thanks to premature kid marriage and numerous 
other community reasons those unfortunate females 
which lived as widows weren't permitted to remarry. 
The dominating top castes as well as the ruling 
chiefs actually encouraged Sati tradition, against 
which foremost public reformer Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy raised the voice of his. 

As useful reformer, Phule practically destroyed all 
religious dogmas which were against explanation 
and opened the door to reforms. The goal of his 
was to reconstruct society on the foundation of 
equality, explanation as well as liberty. While the 
issue of remarriage of widows was restricted to 
Brahmins and even other significant caste Hindus, 
Phule was moved by the miserable state of the 
widows, and sometimes by the immoral behaviour 
of theirs. Typically, these were interested in kid 
murder. A male of flaming indignation against 
injustice, Jotirao actively supported the motion for 
widow remarriage. He wished to liberate the female 
from the age old shackles of her. 

WELFARE AS WELL AS EMANCIPATION 
OF BACKWARD CLASSES: 

 The phrase Hindu Caste System mixes up 2 
various schemes - the Varna (class/group), and that 
is the theoretical program of grouping present in 
Brahmanical traditions and several medieval codes 
and also the Jati (Caste) system prevalent in Indian 
society since historical times. Regardless of the 
current day use of the very same term to explain 
both Jati and Varna, some observers have reported 
that The Varna process is actually of no significance 
to an understanding of the present day caste 
circumstance except in wide ideological phrases. 
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Any effort to look at the caste system by fitting it within 
the classical Varna design will be of limited relevance 
in understanding the role of its in the socio political 
tasks of contemporary India. 

Varna, as enunciated in the Brahminical texts, e.g., the 
Manusmriti or the Rigveda, or maybe Purusha sukta 
categorized the individuals in the Indian society in four 
categories. The Varna product must however be 
differentiated from the cultural, non-religious, Jati-
caste-system. The Brahmins' main vocation is actually 
learning the Vedas along with other sacred texts, 
teach and pray. The Kshatriya's chief occupation is 
actually managing the kingdoms of theirs as well as 
military service. The Vaishyas are actually occupied 
with economic pursuits (agrarian and the Sudras and 
trade) are actually good workers as well as service 
providers of all sorts. 

In Hinduism, the origin of the 4 category Varna division 
- the Shudra, Vaishya, Brahmana as well as 
Kshyatriya all through Vedic period revealed that, 
beginning with Rig Vedic society that had been 
generally tribal in character there was a gradual break 
up of Aryan society into classes starting form 1100 BC 
within particular24. The taking of slaves received 
enhanced significance with the conclusion of the 
transformation of Vedic society from pastoralism to 
farming by the start of the sixth century BC. In this 
procedure, beginning from 1800 BC to 600 BC, there 
was an excellent intermixing of the Aryan individuals 
with the different Indian Dravidian tribes. 

Although initially Sudras had been owned lands, their 
lands had been seized by rulers and granted to 
Brahmins. The Manusmriti was also supported the 
exact same. 

Next, for the benefit of livelihood, the Sudras had been 
pressured to operate as slaves or labourers of the best 
classes. The very first slaves had been drawn from 
among the Shudra and Dasa tribes. With the 
expansion of the Vedic Aryans to the Ganga valley, 
they intermingled with the Dravidian tribes, created the 
institution of Chaturvarna as well as by the time of the 
rise of training society in the main Ganga plains by the 
sixth century BC, they'd decreased an excellent 
selection of local tribal individuals to bondage having 
commenced this approach with the Aryan tribes at first. 
These huge masses of toilers had been known as 
Shudras and were inhibited from marrying among the 
other 3 Varnas. 

The caste (varna) device has 4 ranked categories: 
priests (Brahmins), warriors (Kshatriyas), merchants 
and farmers (Vaisyas), and also servants and 
labourers (Sudras). Nevertheless, the condition of the 
Sudra was really greater than that of a fifth varna, the 
Panchama. This particular fifth varna was added at a 
later on phase to include things like the so called 
untouchables, whom were excluded from the other 4 
Varna. According to socio economic hierarchy, the 
varna product could be classified into 3 castes: higher 

(Brahmins), center (Kshatriyas, Sudras and Vaisyas) 
and lower (Panchama). For contemporary India, the 
federal government refers to Untouchables or 
Panchama as scheduled castes. A lot of the experts 
have grouped all of the former untouchables or even 
scheduled castes beneath Shudras. 

As a result, the Shudras came to get jointly addressed 
as helots of the majority of the state as well as the 
Varnas. The component of coercion was much more 
emphatic than underneath feudalism. Classed among 
the Shudras, at this particular period had been the 
Antyas' or maybe Bahyas' or maybe those residing 
outside villages as well as towns or perhaps the 
Untouchables. The Chandalas and Nishadas, both 
tribes at first, were among the very first Untouchables 
of India. 

The caste structure divides society into discrete groups 
which are usually connected with a particular career 
and this- Positive Many Meanings- firmly prohibit 
marriage outside of the caste. These organizations 
can be found in a hierarchical connection to one 
another, along with an individual born into a caste 
remains in it until he or maybe she's expelled from it. 
By tradition, moving from one caste to the next was 
really hard if not impossible; the caste identity that a 
person received at birth couldn't generally be 
changed by any means. The caste organizations 
normally referred to as untouchables are at the really 
bottom part of the caste system and also have 
usually been subject to discrimination & serious 
types of oppression by the bigger castes. The 
interactions with the castes, particularly between 
higher castes and also the untouchables, often take 
the type of physical distance. The caste hierarchy is 
actually created on the perception that the lower 
castes are able to pollute the bigger castes, as well 
as the fear that members of the bigger castes that 
have contact with the lower castes will be spiritually 
damaged. 

India is religiously and ethnically heterogenous. The 
predominant religious tradition of its sanctifies the 
idea of homo hierarchichus. The referent ideology of 
Hinduism found Varnashrama Dharama', based on 
which mankind is actually split into 4 groups 
(varnas), as ordained by God. As outlined by this 
particular ideology, all males are created unequal 
with unequal capacities to do features of unequal 
value to him. The meta ethical concept of karma 
locations people within hierarchy with recommended 
duties as well as capabilities based on one's past 
deeds. The benefits of performing duty or dharma as 
ordained by God are actually to be reaped after 
death or perhaps in the following life. So every 
person should do his prescribed tasks and keep 
social order. The cultural organizations (jatis or 
castes), numbering of thousands, that subscribe to 
this particular ideology are appropriately 
hierarchically positioned. Caste is considered the 
most pervasive parameter differentiating the Indian 
society. The secular constitutional federal 
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government notwithstanding, this sacral tradition still 
has a good hold with the minds as well as lives of 
Indians. Although ideologically caste is actually an 
institution of Hindu inegalitarianism, the imprint of its 
on various other religious groups is actually discernible 
and real. Stern (1993) aptly describes castes as 
Gemeinschaft, communities of fate, us as 
differentiated from their website. While caste is actually 
driven on the foundation of birth, it, in turn, usually 
establishes the distribution of physical and human 
capital, occupations, social status and strength. Class 
differentiation is still vulnerable and tends to overlap 
caste. 

Under the Caste (Jati) process, an individual is actually 
born into a Jati with ascribed social roles as well as 
endogamy, i.e. marriages take place just within that 
Jati. The Jati supplied identity, status and security and 
has historically been ready to accept change based on 
economic, political and social influences. In the 
program of original Indian history, different tribal, 
economic, social and political factors led to the closing 
as well as consolidation of the current community 
ranks which grew to become a conventional, genetic 
method of social structuring. It operated through a 
huge number of extraordinary, endogamous groups, 
termed jati'. Although there were a few sorts of 
variations throughout the breadth of India, the jati was 
the real society within which a married as well as spent 
nearly all of one's private life. Frequently it was the 
community (Jati) which one turned to for assistance, 
for resolution of disputes and this had also been the 
community which one sought to market. People of 
various Jatis (Castes) throughout the spectrum, out of 
top of the castes to probably the lowest of castes, 
tended to stay away from intermarriage, sharing of 
drinks as well as food, or perhaps near social 
interaction with other Jatis. 

Chidananda Murthy observes, Socially, the Brahmins 
created the privileged class. The simple fact that 
Brahmins were an educated as well as enlightened 
society is just one facet of the photo. The privileges 
they enjoyed when the religious and social dictators of 
modern society made them feel superior to other 
castes. These were proud of the caste of theirs and as 
such looked down upon some other communities32. 
Brahmins in such a society used strong weapons as 
scriptures, sacred laws, rituals and sacrifices, ideas of 
karma, heaven and hell, in order in order to perpetuate 
the rule of theirs also to make individuals think that 
their salvation lay in helping them alone33. 

The institution of Chaturvarna and hence the class 
society that it upheld stood basically on the labour of 
the Shudras. That Brahmanism upheld this and was 
the chief architect of it is actually beyond dispute. Still 
the point that Jainism and Buddhism, both of which 
contended with Brahmanism, didn't challenge it in 
virtually any way is actually considerable and 
sometimes goes unnoticed. The defense by Jainism 
and Buddhism, of Shudra helotry was cardinal for the 
rise of theirs as religions without which the merchants 

as well as Kshatriyas or maybe the state couldn't have 
supported them. 

The domination of the Brahmins in society logically 
suggests the dominance of the patriarchal framework, 
a scenario in which the Vedic Brahmanical system 
establishes the prescriptive and inscriptive roles of 
females as well as the lower castes. Hence the lower 
castes & females, whom had been actually therefore 
essential to the profitable functioning of the economy, 
became marginalized in and so much as the status of 
theirs within modern society was concerned. 

Dalits had been exploited as well as convinced that in 
the eyes of God, these were created as Dalits because 
of their poor Karma (Deeds). Dalit status was 
connected with occupations viewed as ritually 
impure, like, leatherwork, butchering or maybe 
removal of rubbish, man waste as well as animal 
carcasses. Dalits worked as hand-operated 
labourers cleaning sewers, latrines, and streets. 
These tasks had been regarded as to be polluting to 
this particular pollution as well as the people was 
regarded as contagious. Hence, Dalits had been 
actually segregated from the society and were 
needed to remain outdoors villages. They couldn't 
enter a temple or perhaps a school, they weren't 
permitted to draw water out of the town properly, 
they couldn't be available in the way of top caste 
individuals along with other castes took 
sophisticated precautions to avoid incidental 
communication with Dalits as it had been thought 
that just touching them will result in loss of sanctity; 
hence referred to as untouchables. In contrast to 
the other 3 top castes, Shudras had been totally 
deprived of the basic rights of theirs. India was ruled 
by many rulers but no regime might clean out this 
social evil. 

A lot of the Avarnas or Shudras, together with 
agriculture or maybe independently, pursued pretty 
traditional caste occupations. These were natural 
leather employees, weavers, fisher folk, 
scavengers, basket manufacturers, etcetera. The 
reduced condition of scheduled castes has been 
primarily thanks to conventional occupations which 
were considered impure' by caste Hindus. Ritual 
impurity led to really low condition of caste 
hierarchy. Not merely this, the idea of pollution 
governed relations pollution governed relations 
between several castes. This particular idea of 
virginity as well as pollution is actually seen as 
perfectly fundamental to the caste system. 

The phrase untouchability is very frequently utilized 
to indicate the state of specific strata of India 
society that are still not totally free from social and 
caste oppression in addition to discrimination on the 
part of members of the bigger castes. In India, 
Untouchability is actually the interpersonal exercise 
of ostracizing a (usually) minority endogamous 
team by regarding them as ritually contaminated 
and segregating them from the mainstream by 
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authorized mandate or social custom. The excluded 
team might be one which didn't recognize the norms of 
the excluding team and historically incorporated 
foreigners, nomadic tribes, criminals and law breakers. 
This particular exclusion was a technique of punishing 
law breakers as well as shielded against contagion 
from strangers. A part of the excluded team is 
generally known as an untouchable. The phrase is 
often linked with treatment of the Dalits category 
among Hindus of India, Bangladesh and Nepal, though 
the phrase has been utilized for various other groups 
also, like the Burakumin of Japan or maybe the Al 
Akhdam in Yemen. 

The institution of caste led to the crystallization of 
behavioral patterns as well as many prejudices which 
alienated a lot of sections of society from the key 
stream of Hinduism. These organizations had to suffer 
a lot of inhuman atrocities & disabilities. Out of each 
one of these variables, many anigmatic cultural 
inequality was epitomized in the institution of 
untouchability'. The so called untouchables (now 
designated as scheduled castes) occupied the lower 
ranking in the social hierarchy of Hindu caste system. 
These were the downtrodden and oppressed most 
great deal of the Indian society. Members of scheduled 
caste town weren't permitted to enter higher 
occupations and were also prohibited to worship of 
temples of High caste Hindus. They've been subjected 
to atrocities at the hands of higher caste Hindus. 

Up through the period of British colonialism, the caste 
system denied Untouchables the appropriate to own 
land; entry to temples, courts, most schools, and high 
caste wells; and the ideal to operate in any but the 
most menial occupations as well as to live anyplace 
but on the outskirts of a village36. evidence that is 
Available indicates an outstanding continuity of the 
disabilities over millennia. A Brahmin text dated to the 
3rd century, AD the Manu Smriti, says that the 
dwellings of the Untouchables shall be outside the 
village; And donkeys and dogs must be the wealth of 
theirs; and that a Brahmin might confidently seize the 
items of a Shudra, for the Shudra is able to have no 
property.  

At the conclusion of the first feudal period, 
Brahmanical religion was moving towards higher 
sophistication, greater interaction and creating from 
regional religio cultural traditions. Vaishnavism and 
shaivism from being 2 Brahmanical sects had been 
trying, by this assimilatory process, the construction of 
a single all pervasive ideology of religious 
management and mystification. Brahmanism, even 
with the caste screen of its was absorbing and steadily 
transforming itself right into a far more encompassing 
Hindu religion. Being a consequence, the famous 
religious cults, being idealist expressions at a primitive 
level of presence and inspiring confidence of the 
individuals started to be simple adjuncts to 
Brahmanical religion. Once hierarchically syncretised 
they started losing the independence of theirs and 
then came to be bound by the ruling feudal ideology, 

just as the peasantry was certain to the feudal lord. A 
religious cult whether Brahmanical or popular operated 
from various category viewpoints but merged into a 
typical idealistic ideology associated with a society 
which was split by classes. 

Probably The lowest ranking of the classes in modern 
society had been called as Shudras or maybe Ati 
Shudras, are actually designated with an assortment 
of nomenclatures like Depressed Classes, 
Untouchables, Harijans, Dalits, Servile Classes, 
Weaker Sections, Panchamas, Ati Shudras, Antyajas 
as well as Avarnas. Probably The lowest rung of the 
Hindu caste hierarchy and whose touch or maybe 
proximity is actually considered polluting by the caste 
Hindu. 

There's additionally confusion, as a lot of authors have 
claimed that the untouchables or maybe Dalits had 
been belonged to Shudras', while few of the experts 
writes that the Dalits weren't belong to any of the 
groups like Shudras' and are actually outcastes. The 
word Shudra' was occurred first in the Purush 
Shukta. The duty of Shudras was serving the twice 
borns. During the early age the sons of the soils had 
been converted to Shudra or perhaps Dasa. In the 
later Vedic phase Shudra denoted a slave. As a 
result, the Aitreya' Brahmana Says', One including a 
Shudra shall be created in the line, the slave of 
another that might be pushed out or even slain for 
will. He was snatched away from all of the privileges 
of reading Vedas etc., and also out of the basic 
rights of living freely. He was practically treated as 
an animal. Manu, the Hindu law giver described the 
untouchables as Varna Bahayas and hence kept 
them out of Chaturvarna. Hence an overall argument 
that Dalits were an element of Shudra was wrong 
and this particular principle clearly was politically 
motivated. 

The ever growing preservation of the four-fold caste 
system (Varna System) gave balance to the process 
of untouchability. The untouchables considered 
themselves as these kinds of after the birth of theirs. 
These were specified as the fifth caste or perhaps 
panchamas. They lived outside villages, in isolated 
areas which were unhygienic and unclean. These 
were prohibited from entering the village temples, 
from drawing drinking water from the pubic wells, 
from approaching the wards inhabited by scrub clean 
castes, and by adhering to some occupation 
designated for 3 top caste sections. As a result, they 
suffered a lot of socio economic disabilities. The 
caste system as a kind of social stratification is 
unusual to Hindu society. It's an inseparable feature 
of the Indian society. The hereditary occupations, 
opinions of extraordinary household, ancestral 
worship, the sacramental meal etc, was the look of 
the Brahmins to keep themselves pure. 

Public inequality was epitomized in the institution of 
untouchability'. Just before independence, the so 
called untouchables (now designated as scheduled 
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castes) occupied the lower ranking in the social 
hierarchy of Hindu caste system. These were the 
down-trodden and oppressed most great deal of the 
Indian society. Members of scheduled caste (Shudra) 
town weren't permitted to enter higher occupations and 
were also prohibited to worship of temples of High 
caste Hindus. They've been subjected to atrocities at 
the hands of higher caste Hindus. 

Mahatma Phule had a vision of social justice through 
education. The initiatives of his towards bringing 
training for lower castes & females are important 
features of the struggle of his against Brahmanism. 
He's likewise recognized as the nineteenth century 
philosopher of Modern India. He emphasized the need 
of training for lower castes to be able to obtain social 
rights as well as the flexibility. When one conversation 
about the socio economic state of lower castes, it 
becomes crucial to discuss the literacy of Dalits. The 
socio economic ailments of Dalits will always be more 
intense. It's essential to achieve education as it's 
additionally the achievement attached to health, 
political participation, along with other signs of 
interpersonal development. 

Phule's political and social ideology was entirely 
groundbreaking suggesting strong involvement with 
societal transformation. During those times the 
Shudras and also the untouchables were a 
dehumanized lot not just in Maharashtra but whole of 
India. Individuals belonging to lower classes whether 
untouchable Shudras or maybe touchables, they have 
been all treated as serfs as well as slaves. Although 
the renaissance had started, however the Shudras 
were hated as well as discouraged to take part in the 
social life of the nation. Practically they'd no right to 
education. No social status. They weren't permitted to 
make use of public places, visit temples take drinking 
water out of public wells & tanks. 

Phule expressed he's carrying out a considerable 
quantity of contributions for a chance to access the 
training, though it appears the Government is unaware 
of the state of Ati Shudras as well as Shudras. Phule 
represents the serious views of his on the educational 
policy of Government. Through the pages of the 
document of his, he emphasizes that the way the 
advantages of training have been liked by just the 
individuals belonging to top castes. The British Indian 
Government was the hope for the lower caste 
individuals as it had been the one political force which 
might fight against the Brahmanism. Learning was 
completely dominated by Brahmins. From the ideas of 
his on the education, Phule had also stressed the 
English training for lower castes. In a way, he's 
primarily exposing how the dominance of top castes 
works in the area of education. He proposes the 
program for the amendment at the education phone. 
From the proposal of his, he puts forward also the 
thought of scholarships that will be useful for the 
masses to get the education. Without any 
scholarships, the lower classes will additionally be 
excluded once again due to the poverty of theirs. Also, 

he asks for the expansion in the number of facilities, 
for remodeling the technique as well as the instructors 
of teaching of the schools. The lower class individuals 
feel alienated in the school due to the Brahmin 
teachers. The lower caste individuals were not treated 
with dignity. Put simply, Phule mostly advised 
conceptualizing the system of training so that it might 
be fruitful to each of the groups of people today in 
society, not only to Brahmins. 

Phule made highly effective pleas to abolish 
untouchability and also the complete caste system. He 
revolted against the unjust caste system below which 
huge numbers of people had endured for hundreds of 
years. The Dalit at that moment didn't have some 
political, social, economic and educational rights. 
He condemned two morality of the Brahman phone. 
He stated identical chance ought to go to other 
individuals. He said by birth each are equal and 
free. All individuals have natural rights. He was a 
militant advocate of rights that are human to the 
downtrodden. 

CONCLUSION 

Phule's contributions towards empowerment of 
females are far valued and he's truly liberator of 
Indian females from the traditional shackles. Kid 
marriage of females with middle aged males was 
prevailed during those times, that had been resulted 
in increasing number of younger widows. Sati 
procedure was prevailed, although it had been 
banned at the first 1829. Perhaps even widows' 
remarriage wasn't permitted by several of the 
castes. Hence, Phule condemned Sati train and 
emphasized the evils of Sati train in society. He 
encouraged widows' remarriage and allowed dignity 
to widows. 

The orthodox Brahmins of the society were furious 
at the activities of Jyotirao. They blamed him for 
vitiating the norms as well as laws of the society. 
Many folks accused him of acting on behalf of the 
Christian Missionaries. But Jyotirao was solid and 
made the decision to keep on the movement. 
Surprisingly, Jyotirao was supported by many 
Brahmin buddies that extended the support of theirs 
to come up with the motion profitable. In India, 
Human Rights organizations as well as newsprints 
tell countless stories of Dalits who've been beaten, 
raped, tortured, unlawfully detained, murdered as 
well as had their houses burned in caste violence. 
Human rights violation takes place in the type of 
females‘ right violation, caste right violation or 
various other kinds of violations. Rape, domestic 
violence, dowry death, abduction, brutal killing, 
molestation, assault, etcetera are really great 
violations against Dalit females. Untouchability, ill 
treatment, of temple entry, non-entry to popular 
locations, filing of phony case, cheating assault, 
robbery are actually a number of essential violations 
against SC/ST individuals as well as terrorism 
kidnapping, corruption, poverty, custodial death, 
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environmental issues are actually the additional kinds 
of violations. 
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