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Abstract – The history of Indian Freedom Struggle would be incomplete without mentioning the 
contributions of women. The sacrifice made by the women of India will occupy the foremost place. They 
fought with true spirit and undaunted courage and faced various tortures, exploitations and hardships 
to earn us freedom. 

When most of the men freedom fighters were in prison the women came forward and took charge of the 
struggle. The list of great women whose names have gone down in history for their dedication and 
undying devotion to the service of India is a long one. 

Woman's participation in India's freedom struggle began as early as in1817 .Bhima Bai Holkar fought 
bravely against the British colonel Malcolm and defeated him in guerilla warfare. Many women including 
Rani Channama of Kittur, Rani Begam Hazrat Mahal of Avadh fought against British East India company 
in the 19th century; 30 years before the “First War of Independence 1857” 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

INTRODUCTION 

The historical backdrop of Indian opportunity battle 
would be deficient without referencing the 
commitments of ladies. The penance made by the 
ladies of India will possess the chief spot. They 
battled with genuine soul and steadfast 
fearlessness and confronted different torments, 
abuses and difficulties to win us opportunity. At the 
point when a large portion of the men political 
dissidents were in jail the ladies approached and 
assumed responsibility for the battle. The rundown 
of incredible ladies whose names have stood out 
forever for their commitment and undying 
dedication to the administration of India is a long 
one.  

Woman‟s investment in India‟s opportunity battle 
started as ahead of schedule as in 1817. Bhima Bai 
Holkar battled courageously against the British 
colonel „Malcolm‟ and crushed him in Guerilla 
fighting. Numerous ladies including Rani 
Channamma of Kittur, Rani Begam Hazrat Mahal of 
Avadh battled against British East India Company 
in the nineteenth century; 30 years before the 
"Principal War of Independence 1857".  

The pretended by ladies in the battle of freedom of 
1857 was noteworthy and welcomed the adoration 
even heads of the Revolt. Rani of Ramgarh, Rani 

Jindan Kaur, Rani Tace Bai, Baiza Bai, Chauban 
Rani, and Tapasvini Maharani boldly drove their 
soldiers into the war zone. Rani Lakshmi Bai Jhansi 
whose bravery and great initiative laid a remarkable 
case of genuine enthusiasm.  

Indian ladies who joined the public development 
had a place with instructed and liberal families, just 
as those from the country zones and from all social 
status, all positions, religions and networks. Sarojini 
Naidu, Kasturba Gandi, Vijayalakshmi Pundit and 
Annie Besant in the twentieth century are the 
named which are recalled even today for their 
solitary commitment both in war zone and in 
political field. 

1.1 FUNCTION OF WOMEN IN FIRST WAR 
OF INDIA'S INDEPENDENCE (1857-58)  

The change 1857 – 58 was the primary composed 
furnished endeavor by the Indians to liberate 
themselves from the political grasp of the English. 
The time frame was one of incredible hardship for 
the Indians and the English the same, on the 
grounds that the destiny of both experienced such 
spasms which were scratched throughout the entire 
existence of the nation. The British rose successful, 
yet the Indians picked up too in light of the fact that 
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the development turned into an image of solidarity 
and penance for the resulting ages.  

In the decade going before the episode the political 
guide of India was drastically changed. Ruler 
Dalhousie had escalated the cycle of extension 
through an incredible utilization of the arrangement 
of „lapse‟. The long stretches of his system (1848-
56) saw the ingestion of nothing under eight States 
which implied that a quarter million square miles of 
domain was added toward the East India 
Company‟s regional cutoff points.  

The time frame likewise saw the teacher exercises 
against early marriage, purdah framework, the 
death of the Widow Re-marriage Bill in 1856, 
exercises of some English officials occupied with 
converting, the presentation of railroads, broadcast 
and the lubed cartridges.  

The climate of the nation and particularly of 
northern India was obfuscated with unclear doubts. 
Individuals felt affirmed in their confidence that the 
British specialists were not happy with simple 
extension of the States however needed to meddle 
in their strict issues and end the rank framework.  

The primary indications of turmoil were felt in the 
principal quarter of the year 1857 when the sepoys 
Berhampore (five miles east of Nowgong), 
Barrackpopre and Ambala turned to combustibles. 
The Indian Regiments were disbanded and the 
guilty parties rebuffed. This, nonetheless, didn't 
peaceful the circumstance and demonstrated just 
an introduction to the open resistance which 
continued in May.  

The heads of the main battle of freedom were the 
two people, generally significant among the last 
being Begum Hazarat Mahal, Rani Mahal, Rani 
Lakshmi Bai, Rani of Ramgarh and Rani Tace Bai. 
Some of them drove troops to the front line and 
battled; while others acknowledged the sufferings 
and privation, detainment and passing.  

It was on April 24, 1857, that C. Smyth, 
Commandant, third Light Cavalry, requested a 
procession to test the faithfulness of the officers, at 
Meerut. Out of ninety sepoys present, 85 would not 
acknowledge new cartridges. Accordingly they 
were court-military drove and was condemned to 
fluctuating terms detainment reaching out as long 
as 10 years.  

The Sentence accordingly passed was declared on 
May 9, 1857, within the sight of a social occasion 
with an expect to make a dismay and dread. The 
sepoys were deprived of their regalia and afterward 
were given over to the smiths for affixing shackles 
round their arms and legs.1 the sight may have 
been pleasant for the English Commander however 
the entire issue was disagreeable to the Indians 
amassed. "There was a decent arrangement of 

mumbling in your positions". Says Gough, "and had 
it not been for the presence of the British soldiers it 
is difficult to state what probably won't have taken 
place."2  

Later at night the „women of bazar‟ scoffed at the 
sepoys. "Your brethren have been ornamented with 
these anklets and imprisoned and for what? Since 
they would not turn from their doctrine and you 
weaklings as you are sit still unconcerned with your 
destiny. On the off chance that you have an iota of 
masculinity in you, proceed to deliver them."3  

The insults aggravated their hearts. The sparkle 
which tumbled from female lips touched off it on the 
double and the evening of the May 10, 1857, saw 
the initiation of a misfortune at no other time saw 
since India passed under British influence. The 
flares of free which broke out at Meerut, on May 10, 
spread quickly over an enormous piece of northern 
India.  

1.2 BEGUM HAZARAT MAHAL  

While the ladies of Meerut were incompletely 
instrumental, in quickening activity with respect to 
sepoys, conditions in Lucknow, a spot not far away 
from Meerut, were rousing Begum Hazrat Mahal to 
take up the administration.  

Hazarat Mahal was moving young lady and later 
turned into a recognized spouse of King Wajid Ali 
Shah of Oudh by „Motah‟. The addition of Oudh 
which was finished in 1856 came as a weighty hit to 
the illustrious family, bosses and the individuals. 
Hazarat Mahal unhappy as she seemed to be, 
chose to remain back in Lucknow, while the ousted 
ruler went to Calcutta and made his residence 
there.  

The sovereign mother, notwithstanding, couldn't 
bear this treachery and left for England. "A matured 
sovereign raised in all the grandeur and 
extravagance of the East, the bottoms of whose feet 
were barely permitted to step the ground, 
dismissing the biases of movement, and under 
taking an excursion of nearly 10,000 miles, 
engaged the individuals of England for justice. 4 her 
endeavors bore no natural product.  

As an outcome of the assimilation of Oudh in to 
British region, upwards of 60,000 individuals were 
tossed out of business. Craftsmans and specialists 
lost their lone methods for work. Another factor 
which caused disturbance was that Jackson, the 
Resident at Lucknow, had changed over Chatar 
Manzil, a spot for the illustrious family, into his living 
arrangement. Qadim Rasul, a structure of 
sacredness, was changed over in to a storage 
facility. Added to these causes were: another 
income settlements didn't give any help which, 
hence, caused dissatisfaction; (b) legal framework 
stayed bulky, costly and lengthy ;( c) a portion of the 
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 old expenses however canceled were supplanted 

by the new; (d) the installment of benefits, of as per 
the annuity list, arranged at the hour of addition, 
was unduly deferred.  

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

There are number of puranic work on "The Role of 
Women in Indian Freedom Movement". A portion of 
the significant books and articles will be 
investigated as under.  

Suruchi Thapar, Bjorkert; 2006, "Ladies in the 
Indian National Movement: Unseen appearances 
and unheard voices, 1930-42", has accomplished 
superb work on opportunity development in India. 
Most investigations of the function of ladies in the 
Indian public development have focused on the 
commitment made by just a modest bunch of 
unmistakable ladies pioneers, for example, Sarojini 
Naidu, Vijayalaxmi Pandit, Sucheta Kripalani and 
Annie Besant. Less recognized yet similarly strong 
was the investment of several ladies at the 
neighborhood level-out in the roads just as inside 
their homes. This book, fundamentally, centers 
around the patriot interest of normal working class 
ladies in India‟s opportunity development, 
particularly in the unified territories (Modern Uttar 
Pradesh). To develop the patriot account of 
unheard voices, the creator goes past customary 
wellsprings of history, for example, official and 
chronicled records. Rather, she utilizes a differing 
scope of materials including oral stories, verse, 
kid's shows, vernacular magazines and private 
correspondence – so as to let these ladies 
represent themselves.  

Rajkumar Rameshwari Devi, Romila Pruthi (Ed), 
"Women‟s Movement and Freedom Struggle", 
2000: distributed by Pointer Publisher Jaipur. This 
book contained (1) Freedom is undetectable word 
(2) Women and opportunity (3) Indian Heritage: 
Problem and Progress (4)  

„Women and Gandhi‟, This book featured All India 
Women‟s Movements archives. In this part given a 
full and deliberate record not just of the inception of 
All India Women Movement and its set of 
experiences as spread more than eight progressive 
meetings, and definite work instructive and social 
assistance, etc continued with such admirable 
energy by womanhood in the different Indian areas 
and states and furthermore abroad, particularly 
regarding the Round Table Conference and the 
works of the joint parliamentary board.  

Niroj Sinha (Ed), (2000), "Ladies in Indian Politics", 
Gyan Publishing House. This book contained the 
articles on 

1. Chandrakala Padia‟s Demystifying sex a  
stage to social correspondence.  

2. Sushila Kausik‟s – Women and Political 
cooperation.  

3. Niraj Sinha – Patriarchy, Politics and ladies.  

4. Rashmi Srivastava – The Political Scenario 
in India and Women‟s Role.  

5. Sarojini Sharan – Women in Decision 
making positions in Political framework.  

6. Sharada Jain – Patterns of women‟s 
interest in Politics, the instance of 
Hariyana. 

The significant commitment have been made by R. 
R. Diwakar‟s "Karnataka through the ages" and 
Prof. G. S. Halappa‟s "History of Freedom 
Movement in Karnataka", Vol-II has accomplished 
fantastic work on opportunity development in 
Karnataka and pretended by ladies in the 
opportunity battle of Karnataka inside and out.  

Shastri, Amita; 1992, During the Algerian battle for 
public freedom (1954-1962). Patriot pioneers gladly 
broadcasted that ladies, as equivalent to men, 
would possess key situations in the cutting edge 
state building measure in Algeria‟s post freedom 
period while this unique responsibility to shared 
political force at the sum total of what levels has 
been explicitly underscored since Algeria picked up 
autonomy women‟s delight in political rights has 
been irrelevant and progress for ladies has been to 
a great extent negligible. The ascent of the Islamic 
development during the 1980s and the emergency 
of whole state brought about by the fall of oil costs 
have added strain to keep up the customary 
situation of ladies in the home. Different variables 
that have hindered women‟s liberation in Algeria 
are likewise investigated.  

Geraldine Forbes (1996), Cambridge University 
Press: "Ladies in Modern India", IV Volume; In this 
book writer have utilized a wide scope of material 
created by women's activist researchers, just as his 
own notes from long stretches of investigating 
women‟s history in India. He has been a functioning 
member in the disclosure and conservation of 
women‟s records and he has perused some private 
assortments which he dread presently don't exist. 
His article is to benefit women‟s own records so he 
centering all through the vast majority of this book 
on ladies who were educated that producers them 
by their little numbers a world class. He start this 
work with the male former‟s in nineteenthcentury 
India and he has decided to continue in this manner 
in light of the fact that man centric/frameworks offer 
ladies not many open doors until men conclude it is 
the ideal opportunity for transform, he recognize the 
British as starting this change. A significant number 
of the changes they proposed had little to do with 
the most profound needs of the general public. 
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Nonetheless, instruction was one of the things on 
the change plan that added to the liberation of 
ladies.  

Dr. (Mrs) Rajalakshmi – 1940 "The Political 
Behavior of Women in Tamil Nadu", Inter India 
Publication‟s New Delhi: The point of this 
investigation is endeavor to assess factors 
pertinent to women‟s support in the political first 
class. The investigation is centered chiefly in 
Indian governmental issues by and large, and 
province of Tamil Nadu especially in the period 
which runs from the first giving of the restricted 
establishment to ladies to the current state.  

History of Karnataka by H.V. Srinivas Murthy and 
R. Ramakrishnan has neglected to accentuation 
the function of the ladies in the opportunity battle 
of Karnataka. On the nation an overall survey 
made of the opportunity battle of Karnataka to add 
more data to this subject the current work has 
been embraced.  

M. G. Agrawal, "Political dissidents of India", (In 
four volumes). This multivolume enlightens the 
pretended by the political dissidents during the 
opportunity battle. Truth be told, other than 
dominant part network and all minorities have 
assumed significant function in opportunity battle, 
Dalit pioneers similarly assumed significant 
function in 1857. These books feature the 
commitment of individuals from all segments of 
society in the opportunity development during 
Indian opportunity. This is an endeavor to draw 
upon their recognition of the opportunity battle. 
Endeavors have been made to incorporate 
political dissidents from different areas. The 
memories of these uncelebrated yet truly great 
individuals uncover profound commitment and 
soul with which they battled against the barbarities 
of the British Regime taking a chance with their life 
and calling. In the volume-IV, we can learn about 
ladies who partook in the opportunity battle and 
made rich commitment in different manners. Some 
of them detained, fined and languished over 
opportunity development, and their commitment 
can't be ignored. The incredible commitment of 
these women ought to be brought to the 
information on the current age.  

It is fascinating and simultaneously improving the 
thoughts, we have a book on "Ladies Freedom 
Fighters in Karnataka" composed by Sarojini 
Shintri and K. Raghavendrarao just with the end 
goal of survey, without a doubt, this work sets a 
reason for the function of ladies in the opportunity 
battle and gives a few subtleties of around 27 
ladies political dissidents who have a place with 
both pre-Gandhian period and Gandhian time of 
opportunity battle. It is generally excellent 
scholarly work on ladies political dissidents in 
Karnataka. Be that as it may, tragically neglects to 
cover huge number of ladies who have 

participated in the opportunity battle. 
Consequently, it is a pointer to our survey that the 
ladies political dissidents in Karnataka is thorough 
than acknowledged from the above work.  

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

1. To investigation the opportunity 
development in India all in all.  

2. To investigation when the men political 
dissident is in jail the ladies took the 
charge of opportunity battle.  

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

A reference has already been made to the arrival 
of Gandhiji on the political scene of India in 1918 
in the preceding part. Careful observation of the 
diplomatic climate and activities. He armed the 
freedom fighters in the world for nearly three years 
with a modern tactic of passive resistance, 
popularly known as Satyagraha (Passive 
Resistance Movement), a strategy he had 
previously experimented with in South Africa. In the 
annals of the freedom movement, the years after 
the First World War are most outstanding because, 
during this time, an orchestrated and country-wide 
effort to overthrow foreign rule was launched by 
boycotting the government on vital items and 
launching Satyagraha. It was undoubtedly because 
of this tactic that the independence struggle, which 
was more or less an ideological hegemony, found a 
fruitful ground among the people of the world and 
drew the concerns of the wealthy and the poor, the 
old and youth, the skilled and the uneducated, the 
factories and employees, the traders and clients, 
the lawyers and physicians, the teachers and social 
workers, and above all, the social workers. 

DATA ANALYSIS  

The year 1939 saw the outbreak of Europe's 
Second World War. On September 3, 1939, 
England declared war on the German Reich, 
professedly in support of independence and of 
weak nations. And yet Britain, which was her 
dependency, did not want to give India 
independence. India had no separate foreign policy 
and had to obey England's one set down. India was 
declared to be at war with Germany on the same 
day by Lord Linlithgow, the then Governor General 
of India (September 3, 1939). The office ministries 
of Congress were not informed and withdrew as a 
token of dissent. 

As far back as 1936, the Indian National Congress 
had made explicit in its election manifesto its 
"opposition to Indian involvement in a colonial war." 
1 The working committee of the Indian National 
Congress, which convened in September 1939, 
further stressed this stance of the Congress. The 
Working Committee held that the "declared wishes 
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 of the Indian people have been purposely 

overlooked by the British government," and 
although the committee unhesitatingly opposes 
the Nazi government's recent violence against 
Poland in Germany, the Indian people must 
determine the question of war and peace for India. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Without considering women's contributions, the 
history of the Indian Independence Movement will 
be incomplete. Many women played a courageous 
part in the struggle for Indian independence. The 
involvement of women in India's fight for liberty 
started as early as 1817. Bhima Bai Holkar battled 
the British colonel "Malcolm" bravely and beat him 
in the Guerilla warfare. Many people, like Rani 
Channamma of Kittur, Rani Begam Hazrat Mahal 
of Avadh, battled in the 19th century against the 
British East India Company, 30 years before the 
"1857 First War of Independence." The position 
played by women in the War of Independence of 
1857 was convincing and even the leaders of the 
Rebellion invited admiration. Both men and 
women were the leaders of the out-break, with 
Hazrat Mahal, Rani Laksmi Bai and the Rani of 
Ramgarh being the most prominent among the 
latter. Some of them guided soldiers to the 
frontline and battled bravely, while others endured 
incarceration, exile and final death. 
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