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Abstract – Specialized or Professional accounting are being interpreted as an area of accounting, as 
defined by the governing professional association of accountants, and is handled by accounting 
practitioners in that sector.The article addresses the potential impact of accounting curriculum and 
accounting specialist societies in the discussion on the profile and standard of accounting education 
research. This study analyses the main financial reporting professional societies in India. The piece 
makes a substantial background by applying the principle of institutional logic to the literature on 
professional accounting associations (PAAs) showing the prevailing commercial logic of the 
educational function and the more conventional fiduciary logic of the Professional function. 
Investigation has shown that the key players in the vocational financial reporting curriculum 
development strategy are PAAs and employers, while the accounting profession is conspicuously 
absent.The relative autonomy of curriculum and research and professional roles throughout PAAs is 
often established: professional research and technological practises have little impact on vocational 
education and inversely. Moreover, PAA support for academic study is popular in many countries for 
brand identification and, in some cases, to control legislation instead of instruct professional 
curriculum materials.These analysis may facilitate stakeholders in assessing the results of specialized 
accounting in emerging and developed economies and guide potential interventions. The minimal 
research studies examining the relationship between PAOs and accounting research and offers 
perspectives from two roundtables facilitated by the International Accounting Education and Research 
Association. Developers define possibilities for study and concerns for research design. We hope this 
work will promote the advancement of this literature by accounting researchers. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Especially in comparison to other fields of accounting 
research, research in accounting education has long 
been known to be less widely respected (Marriott, 
Stoner, Fogarty, & Sangster, 2014; Sangster, 
2015) that has raised fears that this might have a 
detrimental effect on the results of future accounting 
higher education (McGuigan, 2015). Consequently, 
questions have also been reported regarding the 
consistency of literature conducted in conventional 
accounting journal articles (e.g., Basu, 2012; Demski, 
2007; Hopwood, 2007; Moser, 2012). Potentially 
affecting mean that research publications stagnates 
(Moser, 2012), has very little impact on professional 
practise (Basu, 2012; Demski, 2007; Hopwood, 2007; 
Kaplan, 2011) and has been strongly influenced by 
studies on accounting and business (Oler, Oler, 
&Skousen, 2010).We describe integrated response for 
the purposes of this study as the generation of 
financial information, accounting skills training as the 

transmission of accounting knowledge, and 
practice as the usage of accounting information. 
The assumption that there might be a circular 
interaction in between three is objectively true. The 
utilisation of information (activity) inevitably 
contributes, for instance, to the development of 
knowledge (research); the method of sharing 
knowledge (education) encourages suppliers and 
users to establish their own meanings and 
understandings (research); and the participation of 
students in clinical practise, such as internships, 
has become a learning. 

The publication's contribution is really in four fields. 
First, the article provides a substantial background 
to the revolutionary application of the principles of 
institutional logic to the discourse on PAAs, 
illustrating the leading economic reasoning of the 
deeper understanding and the more prevalent 
fiduciary logic of the Professional function. 
Institutional theory has recently been extended to 
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professional service companies providing accounting 
services (e.g. Lander, Koene, &Linssen, 2013; 
Suddaby, Saxton, &Gunz, 2015; Thornton et al., 
2005). Greatly, in certain cases, such alliances even 
expanded throughout their conventional territorial limits 
to create innovative multinational organisations. 
Second, there is evidence that the main players in the 
production of the accounting programme are PAAs 
and employers, where the voices of the academy are 
largely quiet. The goal of the PAAs is to establish 
generic qualifications that 'future proof' of the 
employability of their newly trained members. Thirdly, 
the identification of the freedom of education and study 
and of the professional roles through which the 
research and Professional practises of the PAAs have 
very little impact on accounting education and vice 
versa. Study practises within PAAs are mostly targeted 
at building awareness of the brand rather than the 
importance and effectiveness of the certification. 
Exclusion of research from qualifications means that it 
relies on clinical experience (practitioners) instead of 
analysis (intellectuals). 

Each disengagement of research from curriculum is a 
crucial consideration for the consistency of accounting 
academic research. Author believe that this is most of 
the 'accounting for education study uncertainty' 
dilemma found by Rebele and St. Pierre (2015, p. 
128). Fourth, to add to the narrow corpus of PAA 
research in the post-professional paradigm (Suddaby, 
Gendron, & Lam, 2009) or the 'deprofessionalization' 
phase (Lampe, Garcia, &Tassin, 2016,). 

As a final point, this paper concludes that PAAs have a 
role to play in fostering the effect and importance of 
accounting education study by specifically integrating 
pedagogical analysis, particularly vocational 
curriculum creation, into their research strategies. 
Such pedagogical study could involve the creation and 
collaboration of an institution and a specialized 
programme. Business school educators have long 
understood the role of higher education in the 
development of relevant experience and a successful 
learning approach. For instance,, this becomes 
effective to educate whether accounting principles are 
required and how they've been created, and not just to 
concentrate on the quality of day-to-day accounting 
principles. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Specialised Accounting inquiries (e.g. architecture, 
law, medicine) typically refer to a variety of 
distinguishing features, as methodological analyses of 
occupations appear to resist a clear description 
(Carnegie, Edwards, & West, 2003). For example: the 
body of experience and understanding; the desire to 
self-regulation and discipline; the nature of a code of 
ethics, trust-based relationships with the customers, 
the belief that members behave as professionals; and 
the ability to obtain improved remuneration as a result 
of professional credentials (e.g., Carr-Saunders & 
Wilson, 1933; Goode, 1961; Greenwood, 1957; 

Larson, 1977; Macdonald, 1995; Millers, 1961; Along 
with certain distinguishing features, the common 
conception of professional practise is that it is based 
on a sense of social responsibility above and beyond 
the compensation and benefits that accrues to 
professional jobs (Carr-Saunders & Wilson, 1933; Lee, 
1995). The growth of the public accounting profession 
has been the subject of continuing academic attention. 

The Pathways Research (2012 ) proposed the 
transformation of accounting into such a learned 
discipline that combined accounting, schooling, and 
practise. Richardson's (2017) impressionistic past is 
regarded to underpin the growth of the accounting 
profession. Consecutively, six steps are identified: 

• The growth of the profession; 

• Closing of the profession; 

• Engagement with the state and the 
incorporation of accounting skills into 
regulation; 

• Globalization of markets; 

• Commercialization; 

• The development of hybrid entities with 
evolving features. 

For the purposes of this study, concentrate on the 
final three phases of the globalisation, 
commercialization and development of hybrid 
institutions with evolving features. 

As a result of globalisation, the accounting 
professionalization programme is distinguished by a 
commercialisation process. Richardson (1997, p. 
635) claims that, at best, the professionalization of 
accounting has been partial. This represents the 
failure of the discipline to secure formal approval for 
their professional domain, a non-standard basis for 
the education of their professionals, and a shift in 
business trends away from the conventional core 
audit and accounting services. In fact, the 
accounting industry is said to have become too 
competitive to allow accounting professionalization 
to develop (Richardson, 1997). Moreover, the 
sector itself has switched from self-control to 
regulation (e.g. Sarbannes-Oxley (SOX) introduced 
in the US in 2002) after a whirlwind of financial 
crises at the turn of the 21st century (see Lampe et 
al., 2016). Accounting companies were keen to 
establish new business lines away from the 
conventional areas. These 'Specialized accounting 
companies' no longer use the title 'Chartered 
Accountants' in their names, and the main audit 
service line is now mostly just a small portion of 
their fee revenue. As a result , companies have 
switched from the professional  model to the 
commercial model (Hanlon, 1994, 1997). 
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As a final point, reflecting the current state of the 
accounting industry, there is a shift towards a post-
professional paradigm (Suddaby, Cooper, & 
Greenwood, 2007). As a result of financial scandals 
and formal regulation of accounting practice, the 
accounting profession has been characterised as non-
directional and has followed a range of tactics, often 
described as a phase of 'deprofessionalization' (Lampe 
et al., 2016, p.3). Numerous different scholars say that 
the discipline is evolving new hybrid types defined by 
commercial and specialised reasoning (Richardson, 
2017).Following these changes, contradictions 
between both the regional and the international levels 
persist. Significant accounting activities operate 
internationally within the context of IASB‘s international 
accounting principles and international professional 
federations, such as IFAC, but local PAAs continue to 
flourish (Ramirez 2009). Interestingly, recent research 
refers to the role of worldwide accounting practises; a 
much more slender body of work considers the 
importance of local PAA models. . 

3. OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY 

The paper has three targets. 

• To consider the functions of the specialized 
education and technical departments. 

• To explain how specialized education and 
technical departments communicate with each 
other and, in turn, with accounting. 

• Third, to recognise the prevailing structural 
logic of the technical and educational 
departments of the PAAs 

4. DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS 

The research objectives were to grasp the roles of 
PAA's education and technology departments, their 
participation and interplay with each other and the 
systemic reasoning behind their actions. Thornton et. 
al., ( 2012) explored four dimensions of developments 
in the dynamics of higher education in accounting: 
mission conflicts, market triggers, trends in 
governance, and changes in dominant institutional 
logic. Themes contained in the interview data 
qualitative analysis were organised into different 
dimensions. Clinebell (2008) says that undergraduate 
programmes were initially suspected of being elite 
colleges and that the academic element of business 
literacy was reacted. Another big move to provide 
more real-world preparation is now noticeable because 
university teachers also find education at the 
professional level. Paisey and Paisey (2017) build this 
part into academic qualifications, giving way to an 
atmosphere that is more corporate and technological. 
Evidence has shown that PAAs have adopted more 
strong characteristics in part of their practise, with 
focus on education, like specialist accounting firms. I 
assume that professional bodies have a competitive 

role to play. This is not only to make a profit, but to 
obtain a living to increase their involvement in adding 
value. It can do so by growing its membership in a 
number of ways. 

This was noticeable that perhaps the PAAs all had a 
clear commercial emphasis, demonstrated by goals for 
growing student enrolment that would ultimately 
become full members, creating a successful PAA 
annuity. Also there was indication that the professional 
bodies respected only research that was important or 
beneficial to the accounting practitioner and 
discounted the academic side of the analysis. 
Research & development and curriculum appeared to 
be detached from their vision, which was compounded 
by systemic tensions. This described the conflict 
between analysis, with its underlying fiduciary logic 
'advancing accounting science' and the 'applied' 
commercial essence of education, and its 'dirty oily 
mechanic' leader's quest for pragmatism. 
Consequently, in one PAA, research and 
development has been incorporated into curriculum 
development as a way of justifying research 
expenditure. Such that, by connecting research and 
development to the program, added value has been 
explained.The development in PAAs was effectively 
implemented by the major PAAs included in this 
report. Perhaps, this is compatible with the more 
prevalent logic of accounting and finance. 

The problem of disseminating the findings of 
independent research in a fashion and form that 
could be used by professionals remains a major 
challenge for the curriculum. The application of an 
impact variable to study selectivity exercises is 
being applied in the India and under consideration 
in the other parts of world. The potential 
consequence of this will be to have more visibility 
and thereby enable professional researchers to 
generate more applied research and reports that 
are of more interest to academics. The result of 
such an impact measure would be a closer 
alignment with the research styles and forms 
sponsored by the PAAs and the commercial 
rationale of the PAAs themselves. The results of the 
study and some of the policy implications are 
explored in the final section. 

5. CONCLUSION 

The article starts also with assertion that 
contemporary educational research has long been a 
bad relation, relative to other fields of accounting 
research. In particular, issues have been raised as 
to the detrimental effect this could have on the 
value relevance of financial education future 
studies. The aim of this paper was to explain the 
PAA 's relationship with the accounting profession. 
There was a particular interest in which the PAAs 
used accounting training research as part of such 
research and in the significance and function of 
such research for the PAAs. This research includes 
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multiple and complex findings. Four of us have found. 
PAAs are subject to systemic change factors 
motivated by inconsistencies between commercial and 
fiduciary axioms like accounting firms that employ or 
are operating by too many of their members . The 
study would enable PAAs to provide better support 
and engage in accounting training research through 
the use of their research initiatives that allow PAAs to 
present their analytical reserve existing in their 
research projects. In specific, our study highlights the 
importance of task disputes, business causes, policy 
dynamics and improvements to the prevailing logic 
suggested by the Commission.It offering grants to 
early career accounting researchers would therefore 
demonstrate the importance of such studies to the 
academy, and this would offer much-needed funding 
to young academics.  It could provide financial support 
for early career researchers to provide mentorship 
services piloted in 2018 by the Accounting Education 
Special Interest Committee of the Accounting and 
Finance Association and under consideration by the 
same group of India Accounting and Finance 
Association. This should be a catalyst for the 
trustworthy rationale of the business company, rather 
than funding branding or the financial benefits that are 
mainly ignored or rejected by the accounting 
profession, to follow a sincere and dedicated approach 
to developing a curriculum. If researchers interested in 
accounting studies are given more support and 
resources, the accounting profession will benefit from 
a more proof-based approach to teaching both at 
university level as well as PAA. 
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